
Shushi Dance Ensemble in Syria 

Above– Shushi Dancers practicing in amphitheater in Aleppo, Syria. 
Below -The excitement of the evening as recorded by an amateur photographer 
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Check this web site: 
 

www.ASummerWithoutDawn.com 

Parev, 
 
Viva Espana! All the shouts of gooooooal; the abundance of yellow cards 
and red cards; the decisive penalty kicks; and the unpleasant sound of the 
‘vuvuzelas’,  are behind us.  
The next World Cup will be in four years - hosted by Brazil. 
As the World Cup came to a close, the 92nd. Convocation of the Knights 
and Daughters of Vartan also came to a close in Irvine, California. We have 
already disseminated the news of Dr. Dennis Papazian elected Grand Com-
mander of the Knights of Vartan. Dr. Papazian’s impressive background in 
academia and as founder and director of Armenian Research Center at the 
University of Michigan along with his hands-on involvement in all facets of 
our community, makes him an ideal Grand Commander. We have the right 
to be excited and expect positive changes under his leadership. 
What changes can Dr. Papazian bring about during his tenure? Getting crea-
tive and attracting more youth to constructively participate in our community 
life is a challenge of any reputable Armenian organization. Cooperating with 
Armenian organizations in realizing programs and projects that benefit all 
aspects of the community is equally important. 
Armenians are crying out for  a strong Armenian organization that can act as 
a ‘father figure’ and a ‘father figure’ that can take care of the many other 
organizations that are trying to bring their share of ‘color and spice’ into our 
community life. 
We live in an information age. Internet must be used to its fullest. There is a 
magical conversion taking place in the world around us and nothing seems to 
be more powerful than the internet. Internet is taking over the TV—the same 
TV we thought was so indispensible just a few years ago...internet news, 
internet radio, internet TV are all possible and a must.  
We need that leadership that will navigate us through and ever changing 
world around us. As has been noted by others “...Profound and powerful 
forces are shaking and remaking our world. And the urgent question of our 
times is whether we can make change our friend and not our enemy...”. 
As we think of challenges facing us, as a nation, we read the editorial: Jeru-
salem Besieged. The grave situation of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem is the concern of every Armenian. The situation is Jerusalem is very 
serious indeed and the ‘leadership’ must act with faith and discipline and this 
time they must work hard until the work is done. If the problems of the Patri-
archate is from within, or from without, we must raise our voices and our 
message of concern must be clear 
The ‘let’s wait and see’ attitude of our ‘leadership’ is not to be accepted. 
True leaders make decisions and stand up for whatever is right. Leader is he 
who puts oneself out ahead of events  and acts with commitment and faith, 
before the outcome is clear. 
Will the true Armenian leaders stand up? 

In this issue: 
 
-Shushi Dancers in Syria 
 
-Aivazovsky remembered— 
  born July 17, 1817 
 
-Prof. Brian Moriarty visits WSOU 
 
-The Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem  - Keghart editorial 
 
- Community events and more 

Armenian Radio Hour of NJ 
 

Weekly radio broadcast 
 

Weekly  Newsletter 
 

Regular You Tube Videos 
 

All archived on our web site 
 

www.ArmenianRadioNJ.com 
 

The time is always right to 
support our service! 



 

A I V A Z O V S K Y  
JULY 17, 1817—APRIL 17, 1900  

 
 

Hovhaness Aivazian better known to the world as 
Aivazovsky is the well known 19th century artist who pro-
duced a great number, over 6000, of beautiful paintings 
mainly ‘seascapes’. 
Aivazovsky’s father was named Kevork and his mother 
Hripsime. He was born in Theodosia, a small town on the 
stormy shores of the Black Sea. Aivazovsky was born on 
July 17, 1817. 
Aivazovsky studied in the finest of European Schools, in-
cluding the Saint Petersburg Academy of Arts. In 1857, he 
won a gold medal and elected a member of the prestigious 
French Academy – he was the first foreign born artist so 
honored. 
Aivazovsky traveled extensively and exhibited his works 
throughout Europe, Near east and even in the United States. 
He has a number of paintings of the Niagara Falls and the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
In 1874 The Sultan of Turkey awarded Aivazovsky an 
“Osmanie” gold medal for the 40 canvasses Aivazovsky was 
commissioned to paint for the Sultan. Later on in 1895, in 
reaction and in protest over the Turkish Massacres of Arme-
nians, Aivazovsky threw the medals into the Black Sea and 
painted canvasses depicting the Armenian massacres. 

Aivazovsky passed away on April 17, 1900 – he 
was 83 years old. 
His body was laid to rest in the courtyard of 
Saint Sarkis Armenian Church in Theodosia. His 
tombstone has a quotation from historian Khore-
natsi “ Born a mortal, he left immortal memo-
ries.” 
Aivazovsky was married twice. His first wife 
was an English woman, Julia Grace; and they 
had four girls – Heghinee, Mariyam, Alexandra 
and Janna. 
His second wife, whom he married at age 65 was 
22 year old Anna Boornazian. Anna died in 
1945. 
� The tragedy at the Sea of Marmara 

Aivazovsky 



 

The grave of Aivazovsky in the graveyard of St. Sarkis Armenian Church in Feodosia 
His tombstone reads: “Born a mortal, he left immortal memories.” 

An episode in the Crimean War: The wreck of a foreign ship 



Brian Moriarty, professor of photography at Stevens Institute of Technology, NJ, with his wife Lerna, in the 
studios of WSOU on July 10, 2010. “I am an artist photographer and my goal is to convey emotions in an im-
age.” Brian is currently working on a project concerned with the representation of cultural artifacts, focusing 

on the Armenian communities in Easter Turkey and some Middle-Eastern countries. 
Brian Moriarty’s entire interview was audio and video taped and can heard/watched by going to 

www.ArmenianRadioNJ.com 

Brian and Lerna Moriarty 



Shushi continues its Tour of the Middle East and dazzles all 

The familiar standing ovations for Shushi Dance Ensemble. Front Center - Mrs. Seta Paskalian Kantarjian with 
her artists and dancers. It may be the same picture all over again—but just imagine travelling from one country 

to another and sharing the Shushi magic, with people who have never seen them before. 
The news and interviews we had with people in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon bring out the same message : “We 
are proud of Shushi Dancers. It is amazing that such a dance group exists in the Americas with such nationalis-

tic feeling. 
The once-in-a-life-time experience will be shared by all the dancers and their families for many years.  

The Shushi Dance Ensemble will have their final performance in Beirut, Lebanon this weekend. They are ex-
pected to be back in the US on July 20, 2010. 

We wish them a safe trip. 

 To improve is to change; 
To be perfect is to change often. 

 
Help the Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey change often 

 
 

The time is always right to help the  
Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey 



 

Jerusalem, Oh Jerusalem 
 
Several recent news stories by non- Armenian sources have spotlighted the plight of the 1,600-year-
old Armenian community of Jerusalem . Unfortunately, the reality is worse than what the reports 
have portrayed. The challenges—internal and external--of the near 1,000-member community are 
far more numerous than cited in the press reports.�
  
The internal problems are related to the St. James Brotherhood, the guardian of the Armenian Quar-
ter, including the Armenian Convent, and the various holy sites in Occupied West Bank, Israel, and 
Jordan. Patriarch Torkom Manoogian has been a diligent servant of the Armenian Church for some 
70 years, but at the age of 91 and battling various maladies, he is incapable of running the Brother-
hood in an efficient manner. The latter, traditionally referred to as ‘Meeyapanoutune’ (unanimity) is 
described, these days, by people who follow the affairs of the Brotherhood, as 
‘Unmeeyapanoutune’ (discord). In North American parlance, the Brotherhood boasts more chiefs 
than Indians. 
There’s no doubt that some irresponsible Brotherhood members have taken advantage of Patriarch Torkom’s 
relative incapacity to march to the beat of their own drummer. The Brotherhood is also divided into several 
factions resulting in discrete infighting. The acrimony between rival groups will probably intensify as the in-
evitable election for a successor to Patriarch Torkom looms. 
  
Fifteen of the Brotherhood’s 38 members (six bishops and nine clergymen) serve in various overseas parishes. 
Ironically, while they are providing much-needed services to far-flung communities, their absence, and lack of 
adequate communication between the overseas group and the clergy in Jerusalem harm the unison of the 
Brotherhood. 
  
But a more serious problem is the legal status of the Patriarchate. Thanks to our checkered history and the Ot-
toman laws of governance, the Patriarchate is an autonomous entity with its own by-laws. Although affiliated 
with the Holy See in Etchmiadzin, the Catholicos has no say in the affairs of the Patriarchate. Thus the Patri-
arch and the 37 members of the Brotherhood, who control one-sixth of the Old City of Jerusalem—the most 
precious and most fought-over real estate in the world—run Patriarchate affairs without oversight from the 9 
million Armenians around the globe, including local Armenians. 
 The external dangers Armenian Jerusalem faces are more serious and numerous than the internal ones. 
  
Prior to the Arab/Jewish war 1948, most of 16,000 Armenians in British Mandated Palestine lived in Jerusa-
lem . Following the founding of Israel and the carving of Palestine , many Armenians left the region for safety 
and economic reasons. Another major migration wave followed the Israeli occupation of the West Bank in the 
Six-Day War of 1967. 
  
The dwindling number of Jerusalemite Armenians has created a “demographic challenge” in the words of 
George Hintlian, Armenian historian and a former secretary of the patriarchate. A s Alastair Macdonald of 
Reuters wrote recently, “Their [ Armenian] society and extensive land holdings risk becoming collateral dam-
age in a demographic conflict for land and power in the holy city between Israel and Palestinians.” Simply put, 
the Israeli government might move to confiscate Armenian lands because the 230-acre Armenian Quarter is 
barely occupied. In the past the Israeli government has made a habit of confiscating non-Jewish lands in the 
Old City and the rest of the West Bank .  



Because of the small pool of marriageable mates, intermarriage with Christian Arabs has become fairly com-
mon. A s a result of the Israeli Occupation, Armenian Palestinians have also been cut off their brethren in 
Syria and Lebanon . Because Armenians are an “orphan” minority, they face job discrimination from Israeli 
and Moslem Arab employers. Lack of career opportunities further fuels emigration. 
  
As a result of Israel ’s illegal annexation of East Jerusalem and the mushrooming of illegal Jewish settlements 
in and around the city, Greater Jerusalem now has a population of 750,000. Thus the 1,000 Armenians make 
up about 0.1% of the city’s population. A s well, relations between Moslem Arabs and Armenians have cooled 
because many Moslem Arabs have, in recent years, chosen the fundamentalist-xenophobic path. Meanwhile, 
relations with Christian Arabs are poisoned by the traditional rivalry between the Armenian Patriarchate and 
the Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox Patriarchates. The wealth, overseas political patrons and the number 
of their congregations (4,000 Palestinian Arabs) leave the Armenian Patriarchate and community at a disad-
vantage. Fights among the Armenian and Greek clergy at Christ’s tomb are familiar occurrences. 
  
But most of the above perils pale when compared with the Israeli plan to apparently make the Old City exclu-
sively inhabited by Jews. A recent tactic of this devious plan is to refuse residency permits or to confiscate the 
IDs of non-Jews who have no Israeli citizenship. Since the annexation of Arab East Jerusalem (including the 
Old City ) in 1967, the Moslem and Christian inhabitants of East Jerusalem have lived in an identity limbo: 
they live in “ Israel ” but are not citizens. Now Israel is using this anomaly to confiscate the ID cards of Jerusa-
lemite non-Jews to drive them out of Jerusalem , perhaps from the West Bank . In the past month, five A rme-
nians have had their residency permits revoked, says Mr. Hintlian. Archbishop Nourhan Manoogian, former 
number-two member of the St. James Brotherhood, has had his residency challenged by the Israeli bureauc-
racy. Other victims of this new policy are Armenians who have returned to Jerusalem after a sojourn overseas. 
They, too, are facing residency problems. Israel says it is not obliged to grant re-entry to residents who have 
emigrated. 
The residency permit ploy of Israel makes the Armenians vulnerable in a yet another way. Of the 22 members 
of the St. James Brotherhood, 10 are citizens of Armenia . A s such, they can be threatened with the revocation 
of their residency permits anytime Israel wishes to put the squeeze on the Patriarchate. 
  
Official Israel ’s harassment of Armenians is augmented by harassment by ultra-Orthodox Jews, who have spat 
at Armenian clergy, pulled their crucifix and ‘veghar’ (cowl) and intimidated Armenians in general. These fa-
natics seemingly act as advance guards for the Judaization of East Jerusalem. 
  
 



Yet another Armenian fear is that when and if Israel and the Palestinian Authority (P A ) come to an agree-
ment about the permanent status of the Old City, P A would gain sovereignty over the Moslem, Greek Ortho-
dox, and Roman Catholic areas, while Israel would obtain the Armenian Quarter, in addition to the adjacent 
Jewish Quarter and the Western Wall. This is not a baseless fear: When some years ago President Clinton was 
acting as honest broker to bring the Israeli/Palestinian conflict to a peaceful resolution, he suggested that the A 
rmenian Quarter be placed under Israeli sovereignty.  Armenians prefer to be part of a future Palestine , fearing 
the community would disappear in the face of Israeli discrimination and encroachments, in addition to intimi-
dation by ultra-Orthodox Jews. 
  
Armenians of Jerusalem had reason to celebrate July 4 this year because Mahmoud Abbas, president of P A , 
handed US special envoy George Mitchell a list of proposals for reaching a peace agreement with Israel , 
which included leaving the Jewish Quarter and the Western Wall under Israeli control. The rest of Jerusalem , 
including the Armenian Quarter, would become the capital of Palestine , according to Mr. Abbas. 
  
However, a few days later Jerusalem ’s Planning and Building Committee announced that it’s ready to approve 
an unprecedented master plan that calls for the expansion of Jewish neighborhoods in East Jerusalem , a move 
largely based on construction on privately owned Arab property. ‘Ha’aretz’, a leading Israeli daily, said, “The 
plan creates a spate of bureaucratic obstacles for Palestinians who wish to build in the city…thickens the Jew-
ish presence in the city.” 
  
Many of the threats Armenian Jerusalem faces are intractable. Many are beyond the control of the Patriarchate 
and the tiny community because these challenges are linked to the Arab-Israeli conflict. For example, if the A 
bbas proposal is accepted, Israeli encroachments on Armenian lands would vanish; so would ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish harassment. The creation of a Palestinian State would end the isolation of the community whose mem-
bers will once again be in contact with Armenians living in the Arab Middle East. Following such a develop-
ment, it would be safe to assume that intermarriage with Christian Arabs would decline as Armenians marry 
fellow Armenians from Arab countries. Perhaps such a welcome change would once again encourage Leba-
nese and Syrian Armenian young men—a traditional source for Jerusalem clergy—to join the St. James Broth-
erhood, which in recent years has depended on novices from Armenia to replenish its ranks. 
  
While changing the autonomous status of the Patriarchate is impossible at the present time, Diaspora Armeni-
ans who send donations to the St. James Brotherhood, to Sts. Tarkmanchats School and to other charities could 
demand an accountable, transparent, and responsible management of the Patriarchate. A t the present time, the 
Patriarchate meets its expenses through rents from its properties and from Diaspora donations. One also hopes 
Patriarch Torkom’s successor will be a strong and politically astute leader who will bring into line irresponsi-
ble Brotherhood elements. 
  
Another positive development would be the establishment of an A Armenian Embassy in Israel . While a reso-
lution to the Arab/Israeli conflict remains in suspension, an Armenian ambassador “can keep an eye on our 
rights,” according to a long-time observer of Armenian Jerusalem . 
 
(Keghart.com: Jerusalem Besieged) 



Just above the arched passage is the main quarters of the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem. This narrow road is 
one of the main passages leading to the Western Wall. 

Mavian’s poem dedicated to the ancient city—Jerusalem 

Homesick 
By Vahram Mavian 
 
Once my entire world was bound 
by the walls of a small land 
ancient city whose narrow streets 
could widen into avenues 
that stretched ahead for me 
whose humble low-slung buildings 
glowed like majestic mansions 
in my view. In those days 
the entire world was this 
walled and ancient city 
filled with deep mysteries. 



Knights & Daughters of Vartan 
Mid-Atlantic Region 

 
 

Under the Auspices 
His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America ( Eastern ) 

and 
Grand Commander Dr. Dennis Papazian 

 
Public Memorial Program 

In Honor and Celebration of 
Samuel Azadian 

Founding Chairman of the Armenian Genocide 
Commemoration Committee at Times Square, New York City 

 
Sunday July 25, 2010 
St. Vartan Cathedral 

630 Second Avenue, New York, New York 
 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Church Service and Requiem – “ Hokhehankist “ 

 
1:00 p.m. 

Memorial Program and Luncheon “ Hokejash” 
Commemorative remarks- Congressional & State messages 

 
 

Open to public-free of charge 
RSVP Must – no admittance without reservation 

Diocese: 212-686-0710, Mike 212-840-8801, Ani 516-496-8577 
 
 

Sam Azadian was a GIANT in our community, Armenia lost one of her best sons. 
The Azadian family has requested gifts in Sam’s memory to be made to the 

Knights of Vartan ASSP program- World Bank 90/10 program 
 A school will be renovated or reconstructed in his memory 

 
 
 
 



SAVE THE DATE!  
 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2010 

  
ULTIMATE SUMMER HAPPY HOUR AT THE  

BRYANT PARK CAFE  
   

Hosted by the 
  

Armenian Network of America-- 
 

Greater New York Region  
   

25 West 40th Street (between 5th & 6th Aves), NEW YORK CITY  
(behind the New York Public Library)  

   
6:30 pm till ???  

  
(Rain Date - Tuesday, August 24) 

  
Please be advised that we will not be accepting any money (cash or 

checks) at the door.  
   

DETAILS TO FOLLOW.....  
 

--  
For more information, email  

 
armeniannetworknyc@gmail.com  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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55 east 59th Street 
New York, NY 10022 
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138 East 39th Street,  
New York, NY 10016  
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140 Forest Avenue,  
Paramus, NJ 07652   
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12-61 Saddle River Rd,  
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410    
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461 Bergen Blvd,  
Ridgefield, NJ 07657   
201-943-2950 
 
 
 
St Stepanos Armenian Apostolic Church    
1184 Ocean Avenue. 

Elberon, New Jersey  07740 

Tel.(732)229-3661   Fax (732)229-3857 
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318 27th Street,  
Union City, NJ 07087   
201-864-2480 
 
�
("�����������""��
817 River Road 
New Milford, NJ 
201-967-594 
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167 North Sixth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York  11201 
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Rte 9W-E Clinton Av.  
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
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200 W. Mt. Pleasant Av.,  
Livingston, NJ 07039   
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38-65  234 Street 
Douglaston, NY  11363 
718-224-2275 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 
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As we begin our 32ndyear of ser-
vice we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


