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Parev, 
 
Last Sunday, June 27, 2010, the radio-family had its picnic. Actually 
‘over-abundance-food-festival’ is a better name. Imagine for a mo-
ment each Armenian family bringing a sample of their delicious Ar-
menian cooking to the picnic. Imagine our grill master, Jean Bou-
chakjian, and his wife, Zepure, manning the grill and feeding us the 
assortments of meat and grilled shrimp which they deliciously mari-
nated,  
Enough about food. When one talks about the radio picnic, or radio 
family, it is the spirit of camaraderie that needs to be stressed—the 
friendship, the cooperation and the positive energy that encompasses 
the group. What we experienced at the picnic would not have been 
possible without the group  camaraderie—a special one indeed. 
There is a magic cooperation and coordination in all the radio does. 
The board members, the volunteers, the parents of the volunteers and 
the close friends/supporters of the radio are all on the same page. 
The tradition of staff appreciation is a biannual event. We radio fam-
ily gets together around Christmas and New Year—that’s when din-
ner and extra gifts are given out—and in the summer time when in a 
less formal gathering we meet and catch up with each other. 
This year three radio volunteers/students graduated from High School  
and University. During the picnic the following students were recog-
nized—Karni Semerjian, who graduated from High School and will 
be attending Boston University; Hagop Bouchakjian, who graduated 
High School and will attend New Jersey Institute of Technology; 
Sevag Markosian who graduated from Rutgers University  with a de-
gree in accounting. 
We are proud of all our volunteers who sacrifice their Sunday after-
noons and make sure that the Armenian radio program is heard in the 
metropolitan New York/ New Jersey area. 
The volunteers work very hard during the year. Pampering them with 
a special Christmas gathering or a summer day picnic with delicious 
food is the least we can do. They do deserve more. 
A special thank you to all who keep the magic of the radio alive. The 
group is growing and nobody is complaining. No need to name 
names. The people who contribute to the radio know who they are. 
We thank them all. 

 

In this issue: 
 
-Radio-Family Picnic 
 
-Holy Martyr’s Armenian Day 
School Year-End Hantess 
 
-Shushi Middle East Tour 
 
-Krichian Grill & Bistro  
Grand Opening 
 
-What occupation? 
Wishful thinking vs. reality  
by Ara Papian 
 
-AGAU Scholarships 
 
-Community events and more 

Are you ready— 
Amman, Damascus, 

Aleppo, Beirut? 
Shushi is coming to  

mesmerize you! 
 

We wish all the Shushi 
Family a Safe and  
Enjoyable Trip! 

Happy  234th Birthday America 
Happy 4th of July Weekend 



The Grill Master, Jean Bouchakjian and his wife,  Zepure,  were the force behind the picnic. They manned the 
grill, marinated all the assortments of meat and shrimp and took care of the Armenian Coffee. 

Their kind service came with a smile. 
For that and much more we thank them! 

THANK YOU! 



Armenian Radio 
Hour of NJ 

 picnic -   
June 27, 2010 

The coffee, the tavloo games, the talking, the eating and the 
food…...anything for the volunteers! 



The spirit of camaraderie, family-style picnic, young and old relaxing 
and enjoying each other...a picture is a 1000 words...above enjoy 6000 

words!!! 



Old friends and new friends—young and old—parent and child—
volunteer and supporter. 



Rafi Krkorian 

Garbis Kazanjian and Seta Jebejian 



More smiling faces and relaxation 



28th Commencement Exercises in the History of 
 The Holy Martyrs Armenian Day School- 

HMADS 
By Sophia Antonelli 

 
  Oakland Gardens, New York:  Friday, June 18, 2010 marked yet another milestone of HMADS stu-
dents at the 28th annual commencement. The evening held an array of emotions for the graduates, their fami-
lies, and the faculty. Principal Zarminé Boghosian opened the ceremony after the graduates made a soulful en-
trance to "Pomp and Circumstance" under choir director Mrs. Anahid Boghossian and pianist Mrs. Nevart Ze-
ronian. Mrs. Boghosian reminded the graduates that they are leaving HMADS with not only a strong academic 
background, but also a strong moral background rooted in respect. She told the six graduates – Deborah 
Agopian, Andre Der Artinian, Kristina Gomez-Shnorhokian, Diana Haroutunian, Anoush Minassian and Nata-
lie Vantian that their names are a direct reflection of first and foremost themselves and their character, fol-
lowed by a reflection of their families, and lastly as a product of their alma mater.  

Alumnus speaker, Mr. Nazareth Markarian Esq . (Class of 1996/Graduate St. John's University 
School of Law), further elaborated on Mrs. Boghosian's message stating that his education at HMADS not 
only made him a more well-rounded person, but also "a better Armenian" and ambassador of Armenian cul-
ture. He encouraged the graduates to remain active in their community as they continue their education in 
secular, non-Armenian schools. 

In following with tradition, the Class of 2010, under the careful direction of their proud teacher Mrs. 
Janet Marcarian, presented a series of Armenian and English poems, followed by a "thank you song" to their 
parents. The Armenian portion of the program under the supervision of Mrs. Houri Ghougassian was dedicated 
to three intellectuals: Hovhannes Toumanian, as poet of All Armenians”, Daniel Varoujan – to remember the 
martyred intellectuals of 1915 Genocide, and Khatchig Dashdents to celebrate his centennial.    

The graduates then received their well-deserved diplomas. A very special addition to the evening in-
cluded the presence of New York Senator Frank Padavan who offered congratulatory words for the graduates 
and praise for the Armenian community. The audience appreciated the humor with which Mr. Padavan deliv-
ered his words, even mentioning that he was thinking of changing his name to "Padavanian!"  

The Holy Martyrs community was pleased to have Ms. Adrienne Alexanian, recipient of the 2010 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor, as this year's guest speaker. Ms. Alexanian is a former teacher and has held po-
sitions in the executive committees of Armenian Church youth organizations. She has organized numerous 
workshops, initiated and chaired the commemoration of the 1700th anniversary of Christianity event at the 
United Nations. Her dedication is all in honor of her parents- benefactors of the Armenian Community: Ed-
ward & Grace Alexanian.  Her message to the graduates focused on the importance of volunteering and re-
maining active members of the Armenian Church and larger community.  

Mrs. Boghosian then acknowledged Fathers’ Day and honored the HMADS Father of the Year: Mr. 
Siragan Varolian for his selfless service to the Day School throughout his involvement with the Friends of 
HMADS Fundraising Committee. Mrs. Boghosian gave a brief history of the incredible story of his upbringing 
in a Turkish home only to discover at age 13 that he was Armenian!  

Mrs. Boghosian presented Special HMADS Certificates to Hagop Yegnukian who attended HMADS 
up to 5th grade and moved to Armenia last summer with his family and to Christina Vandian for her out-
standing contributions in the field of arts (high school level) bringing honor to HMADS. 

Very Rev. Fr. Vazken Karayan, the pastor of the Holy Cross Armenian Church of Union City, New 
Jersey, was present to offer the final benediction to the graduates –including his niece- and their families.  

HMADS has closed its doors on yet another academic year and will take a hiatus until September. The tradi-
tion of superior academics while fostering the culture and language of Armenians will resume.   
Oakland Gardens, New York, June 25, 201  





Ms. Adrienne Alexanian, recipient of the 2010 Ellis Island Medal of Honor 



Knights & Daughters of Vartan 
Mid-Atlantic Region 

 
 

Under the Auspices 
His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America ( Eastern ) 

and 
Grand Commander Dr. Dennis Papazian 

 
Public Memorial Program 

In Honor and Celebration of 
Samuel Azadian 

Founding Chairman of the Armenian Genocide 
Commemoration Committee at Times Square, New York City 

 
Sunday July 25, 2010 
St. Vartan Cathedral 

630 Second Avenue, New York, New York 
 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Church Service and Requiem – “ Hokhehankist “ 

 
1:00 p.m. 

Memorial Program and Luncheon “ Hokejash” 
Commemorative remarks- Congressional & State messages 

 
 

Open to public-free of charge 
RSVP Must – no admittance without reservation 

Diocese: 212-686-0710, Mike 212-840-8801, Ani 516-496-8577 
 
 

Sam Azadian was a GIANT in our community, Armenia lost one of her best sons. 
The Azadian family has requested gifts in Sam’s memory to be made to the 

Knights of Vartan ASSP program- World Bank 90/10 program 
 A school will be renovated or reconstructed in his memory 

 
 
 
 







Armenian General Athletic Union Alumni Association 
48th Annual Scholarship Awards Dinner 

 
Last Sunday, June 27, 2010, the Armenian General Athletic Union Alumni Association (A.G.A.U.) held its 
Scholarship Awards Dinner at the Landmark II. This marked the 48th year High School graduates receive 
scholarships from the Association. 
Mark Arakelian, Sarah Boorujy, Alex Deravanesian, Jessica DeVries, Michael Donofrio, Haig Gulian, Briette 
Karanfilian, Michael Habibian, Christopher Shalian, Karni Semerjian, and Lucy Yeghiazaya received $1,500 
each. 
Joyce Shenloogian was awarded the Woman of the Year Award for 25 years of service to the Antranig Dance 
Ensemble of AGBU. During lunch, the YY Yeghiazaryan Sisters, and the Antranig Dance Ensemble per-
formed in honor of the honorees. June Kashishian, read the essay “What My Armenian Heritage Means to 
Me”, written by Lucy Yeghiazaryan, as the outstanding essay received this year. 
The A.G.A.U. Alumni Scholarship Committee prepares a wonderful day of celebration each year and here are 
its members: 
Irene Khorozian:  President 
Rose Kirian:  Vice president 
Diane Burggraf & Alice Shenloogian: Recording Secretary 
Mary Varteresian:  Coreresponding Secretary 
Floriane Halejian, June Kashishian, & Grace Hagopian:  Scholarship Com 
Grace Hagopian: Treasuerer 
The program included the following note: 
“ To all those who have come before, to all those who are working here today, and to all those who will take us 
into the future – this celebration is dedicated to the A.G.A.U.Alumni Association members, past and present.” 
 
 



 
Karni Semerjian, a volunteer at the Armenian Radio Hour of NJ, 

was among the recipients of the AGAU scholarship 

The time is always right to support the  
Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey. 

 
Help a good thing be better!! 
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Enjoy! 



Congratulations to Anahid Krichian upon the 
grand opening of her new 

Grill & Bistro.  
For many years Anahid has provided 
quality Armenian food catering in the 

New Jersey/New York area. The new Grill & Bis-
tro located in Paterson, NJ, holds over 50-55 peo-

ple and is open for business.  
Armenian restaurant in New 

Jersey—support it! 

KRICHIAN’S 
GRILL & BISTRO 

399 Crooks Avenue, Paterson, 
NJ 07503 

Grand Opeing 
Friday July 2, 2010 

5:00-10:00 p.m. 



What occupation are we talking about? 
By Ara Papian 

The Tatars of Baku and their overlords, the Turks of Istanbul, regularly bring up the so-called occupa-

tion of a part of the Republic of Azerbaijan by the Republic of Armenia. These claims are completely baseless. 

Proper foundations are necessary to allege such a thing. One of the bases would be the prevalence of the title to 

the territories in question codified by international law. That is, for any part of any territory of Azerbaijan to be 

considered occupied by anyone, it is necessary that Azerbaijan possess and present the international document 

by which the title of the Republic of Azerbaijan be recognised to that allegedly occupied territory. This is a 

basic principle of international law, and it is clear. The rightful possession of any territory by any state is based 

on the title codified by a legal international document and by the sovereignty established over that territory. 

Let us briefly take up the title to Nagorno-Karabakh over the course of the last few centuries. By the 

Turkish-Persian Treaty of Amasia, the title to Nagorno-Karabakh was internationally codified in 1555 to Per-

sia. At the beginning of the 19th century, the eastern part of the South Caucasus ended up as part of the Rus-

sian Empire; accordingly, by the Treaty of Gyulistan of 1813, the Russian title to Nagorno-Karabakh was codi-

fied. It is indisputable that from 1813 to 1918 the title and sovereignty of the Russian Empire was unquestiona-

bly established over Karabakh (I include the mountainous parts – Nagorno-Karabakh or “Highland Karabakh” 

– as well as the valleys – “Lowland Karabakh”). Due to the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, although uncertain 

circumstances arose in the South Caucasus with to the collapse of the Russian Empire, things were quite clear 

until January of 1920 from the perspective of international law and territorial title, as, until January of 1920, 

the international community refused to recognise the three newly-established states of the South Caucasus, 

consequently continuing to recognise the title of the Russian Empire. It was only in January of 1920 that, by 

the countries of the Supreme Council of the Paris Peace Conference – Great Britain, France, and Italy – the 

independence of the countries of the South Caucasus was recognised. So, until then, from May of 1918 to 

January of 1920, the republics of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan remained essentially, as the contemporary 

expression goes, merely self-declared republics. It is important to emphasise that the recognition by the Paris 

Peace Conference clearly included a criterion – the borders of the South Caucasus countries were to be deter-

mined in future by the Paris Peace Conference. It is necessary to stress here that, between the declaration in 

May of 1918 to the recognition in January of 1920 of the republics of Armenia and Azerbaijan, not only was 

there no recognition of any title of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Nagorno-Karabakh, the Republic of Azerbai-

jan did not exercise any manner of effective control over Nagorno-Karabakh either. What is more, Karabakh 

was much more effectively under control of the locally-established Armenian authorities and forces. 

One month after the recognition by the Paris Peace Conference, on the 24th of February, 1920, the 

Commission for the Delimitation of the Boundaries of Armenia – with the participation of representatives from 

Great Britain, France, Italy, and Japan, and now already on behalf of the League of Nations – the principles of 

delimitation of boundaries in the South Caucasus were clarified with a joint report. That is, the boundaries of 

Armenia and Georgia, and Armenia and Azerbaijan would be drawn ‘taking into account, in principle, ethno-

graphic data’.  

 



As it happens, the massacres of Shoushi of March, 1920, were based mostly on this decision; the Tatars of the 
Caucasus attempted to alter, in the style of the Turks, the demographic picture of Nagorno-Karabakh. How-
ever, this decision was not fated to be realised, as Azerbaijan, by April, 1920, and Armenia, by December, 
1920, were already occupied by the Bolshevik 11th Army, and those states ceased to exist. What happened 
next is better known, that the newly-established Soviet authorities carried out administrative divisions by party 
decisions and vast territories with Armenian populations – which, by the application of the principle of the 
Paris Peace Conference, would indisputably have been part of Armenia – were made administratively subject 
to Baku. Naturally, there can be no talk of any internationally-codified title here. No decisions by a political 
party can create any legal precedent in international law and codify any title to any territory. The formerly-
independent Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan themselves bore the status of occupied countries from 1920/21 
to 1924. Later on, from February of 1924, by the recognition of the Soviet Union, the annexation of those 
countries was recognised in turn. Accordingly, from 1924, the title and sovereignty of the Soviet Union to the 
entire South Caucasus, including Nagorno-Karabakh, was unquestionably recognised. 

In 1991, when Azerbaijan declared itself independent of the Soviet Union, Nagorno-Karabakh was al-

ready, de facto, independent. That is to say, ever since the re-establishment of its independence, the Republic 

of Azerbaijan has not held effective control over the territory of the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh for even a 

single day. What is more, as Azerbaijan declared itself the direct successor state of the first Republic of Azer-

baijan of 1918-1920 on the 18th of October, 1991 by the Constitutional Act of the Restoration of State Inde-

pendence, it essentially nullified by a legal document the administrative ties that had existed between the Azer-

baijani Soviet Socialist Republic and the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast. 

So, whereas, upon the collapse of the USSR, the territory of most former Soviet Socialist Republics 

saw the establishment of one independent country each, two states were established on the territory of the ad-

ministrative unit of the USSR known as the Azerbaijani Soviet Socialist Republic – the Republic of Azerbaijan 

and the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh. The Republic of Azerbaijan, having disregarded the obligation to up-

hold the principle of self-determination borne by the Charter of the United Nations, unleashed a ruthless war 

on its newly-independent neighbour and suffered ignominious defeat. 

By the Declaration on the “Guidelines on the Recognition of New States in Eastern Europe and in the 

[territory of the] Soviet Union” of the 16th of December, 1991 by the foreign ministers of the countries of the 

European Community (now the European Union), respect for “the inviolability of all frontiers” would be based 

on upholding “the rule of law, democracy and human rights”, as well as “guarantees for the rights of ethnic 

and national groups and minorities”. None of these criteria have been fulfilled by the Azerbaijani state. 

Consequently, when our neighbours talk about “occupation”, let them be so kind as to state in which 

time in history the Republic of Azerbaijan has exercised effective control over Nagorno-Karabakh and by 

which international document Azerbaijan’s title to Nagorno-Karabakh has been recognised. If that has never 

been the case and there is no document in support of the claim – and they evidently do not exist – then what 

“occupation” are we talking about? 

 

 



Wishful  Thinking versus Real i ty 
 

The minister of foreign affairs of the Republic of Armenia, citing the statement made by the heads of 

the states of the OSCE Minsk Group, said the following: ‘The final status of Karabakh must be decided by a 

legally-binding expression of will by the people of Nagorno-Karabakh’. (lragir.am, 27 June, 2010) 

There is no such phrase in the actual statement. The statement does not clearly outline who is included 

in those expressing their will, whether it is the population of the former Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous 

Oblast, the current Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh, or the Republic of Azerbaijan. It is not clear as such as to 

who is expressing any will; perhaps those in charge in Baku, perhaps some group clumped together in Baku 

today or tomorrow proclaiming itself to be the legal representatives of Nagorno-Karabakh. I believe that the 

minister has gotten confused over the (working) Russian version: “�����������  	
�
���� , �
������������  

���������  ����
��  ���������  ����	���  �
���  ��������  �	��������
�  ��������

�  ���
  

��������������  ���  ��������� ” (“ determining the future, final legal status of Nagorno-Karabakh by having a 

legally-binding expression of will of its population”). The official English text of this phrase is as follows: 

“ final status of Nagorno-Karabakh to be determined in the future by a legally-binding expression of will”. The 

expression “���  ��������� ” (“ of its population”) is missing in the official English version. There is also an-

other important difference between this paragraph as it appears officially and in the Russian version. The Rus-

sian refers to the determination of a legal status (“ �����������  …  ���������  ����
�� ”), whereas the word 

“legal”  does not appear in the official text. 

In logical terms as well as from the perspective of international law, the fate of any territory ought to be 

determined by the people of that territory. That is the real essence of self-determination. If someone else is to 

determine your future, then what kind of self-determination is that? However, are we seeing much of anything 

reasonable in the leadership of Azerbaijan and, what is worse, in the steps taken by the OSCE Minsk Group co

-chairs? 

 

Ara Papian 

Head of the Modus Vivendi Centre 

27 June, 2010 

 

P.S.  This analysis of details does not at all imply that I accept the rationale presented to resolve the 

issue over Artsakh, when Nagorno-Karabakh is a priori viewed as part of Azerbaijan without any legal basis, 

and the attempts are being made to come up with some solution or other given that condition. 

When I was a child, in order that there be peace in our region – which was the playground at that time – 

the grown-ups would tell us, “There is blood in rocks”. Now we must tell our grown-ups (we are forced to ad-

mit today that the co-chairs are in that position), “There is blood in what you propose”. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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461 Bergen Blvd,  
Ridgefield, NJ 07657   
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St Stepanos Armenian Apostolic Church    
1184 Ocean Avenue. 

Elberon, New Jersey  07740 

Tel.(732)229-3661   Fax (732)229-3857 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 
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As we begin our 32ndyear of ser-
vice we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


