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Parev, 
What an exciting week for soccer fans. Glued to their TV 
and watching the ecstasy of victory and the agony of defeat. 
Watching the emotional wave-rides  of nations and conti-
nents, based on one goal, based on one outcome. What a 
special feeling to witness – pure unadulterated joy!  
Every nation has the right to feel joy and pride and ecstatic 
jubilation. Armenians too need similar moments of interac-
tive participation and sharing the outcome of a soccer  
match or political development (election results) or an indi-
vidual’s unique success . As Armenians, we need to see 
something on our TV that will overwhelm us, that will wrap 
us with ecstasy. We need to experience that pure unadulter-
ated ‘victory’ spill over from the TV sets into our homes. 
Just imagine if we could have an Armenian soccer team 
play Brazil and tie the game, or win the game. Imagine if 
the Armenian team with some miracle advanced to the final 
four or championship game. Imagine the Armenian nation 
staying up late (or waking up early) in different corners of 
the world and share that ecstasy. 
As a people we need a similar experience – and we need it 
soon . Our hearts and spirits must be nourished with joy that 
will give us the impetus to move forward. 
When was the last time that we as a people felt that ecstatic 
joy?  
In the mean time let us watch the games and maybe share 
the experiences of others—as we so often do! 

In this issue: 
 
-Three generations of Krikorians 
 
-Vahram Mavian remembered 
 
-Memorial Program in memory of  
Samuel Azadian 
 
-Woodraw Wilson Center Violated 
Dignity of America by Ara Papian 
 
-Harut Sassounian  - Armenians meekly 
accept injustices 
 
-Possibility of War in Artsakh 
(Karabagh) by Ara Papian 
 
-Shushi Dance Ensemble Tour to the 
Middle east begins July 1st. 
 
Community events and more 
 

Armenian Radio Hour of NJ 
89.5 F.M. 

 

 

Radio family picnic is scheduled for Sunday June 27, 2010. The picnic brings together the volunteers of 
the radio, their family members and some close friends. We take our picnics very seriously and we make 
sure we have the best food ( eech, vospov kufte and assorted meats) for our special breed of volunteers. 

There is a time for work and a time for fun , food and friends! (Photo from last year) 



 

 
“...in our family we expect every generation to be better that the pre-

vious generation…”         Mihran Krikorian 
 

This photo was taken last Sunday, Jun 17, 2010, on Father’s Day. It captures three generations of the Krikorian 
family. The Patriarch, Mr. Mihran Krikorian, in the center, with his son Rafi and grandson Matthew. Mihran’s 
life story is similar to many Armenians who were born after the genocide. That was a generation that had to 
fight hard to survive—nothing come easy . He spent most of his life in Lebanon and with hard work and sacri-
fice provided for his family. The move to the United States began with Rafi coming to this country in 1970’s, 
as a student. The extended family followed. 
Today Rafi Krkorian is the pillar of the Krikorian family bonding the old generation with the new. The elders 
have to be taken care of and the budding generation has to be taken care of too.  
As senior vice-president of Information Technology with Oppenheimer & Co., Rafi has a demanding manage-
rial position. In spite of his work load, Rafi has always come forward and given the extra support to his church, 
the radio and other Armenian institutions and people. Rafi’s computer expertise along with his managerial 
skills has helped the Armenian Radio manage its web site and efficiently distribute the newsletter. 
Young Matthew has blossomed in a most healthy environment. His parents and grandparents have guided him 
with care and lots of love. He is well aware of the hardships his grandparents had to go through. He is also 
aware that his father had to work hard to get where he is. Now it is Matthew’s turn to prove he can move yet 
higher and advance in life - and help others. Matthew will be a senior in high school, next year, and soon will 
be in college.  
Rafi and Matthew are heavily involved with the Armenian Radio program and we thank them for their service. 
Three generations of the Krikorians. Each generation with its own  fascinating story.  

THREE KRIKORIANS 



Knights & Daughters of Vartan 
Mid-Atlantic Region 

 
 

Under the Auspices 
His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America ( Eastern ) 

and 
Grand Commander Dr. Dennis Papazian 

 
Public Memorial Program 

In Honor and Celebration of 
Samuel Azadian 

Founding Chairman of the Armenian Genocide 
Commemoration Committee at Times Square, New York City 

 
Sunday July 25, 2010 
St. Vartan Cathedral 

630 Second Avenue, New York, New York 
 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Church Service and Requiem – “ Hokhehankist “ 

 
1:00 p.m. 

Memorial Program and Luncheon “ Hokejash” 
Commemorative remarks- Congressional & State messages 

 
 

Open to public-free of charge 
RSVP Must – no admittance without reservation 

Diocese: 212-686-0710, Mike 212-840-8801, Ani 516-496-8577 
 
 

Sam Azadian was a GIANT in our community, Armenia lost one of her best sons. 
The Azadian family has requested gifts in Sam’s memory to be made to the 

Knights of Vartan ASSP program- World Bank 90/10 program 
 A school will be renovated or reconstructed in his memory 

 
 
 
 



 

 

On the Possibility of War in Artsakh 
 

I agree with the opinion expressed many times that, when it comes to Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh), the poli-

cies which Ilham Aliyev follows are based largely on domestic factors. Ilham, as his father, belongs to that 

school of politicians for which only power is sacrosanct, bringing about possibilities of pocketing immense 

sums with such status. Accordingly, it is from this perspective that one must examine the possibility of Aliev 

unleashing war on the Artsakh front. Any war comprises of serious and unpredictable consequences for the 

authorities in power. Ilham Aliyev, I believe, has not forgotten that power has changed hands in Azerbaijan as 

a result of military defeat in Artsakh. Does Aliyev currently have any guarantees of bringing the Armenian 

side to its knees through a war? I am convinced that that is not the case. What is more, the probability that 

Azerbaijan would have more territorial losses in a war is much greater. Let us also try to understand at what 

cost Azerbaijan would gain a hypothetical victory over Artsakh. If we go so far as to imagine the impossible, 

say, that the Azerbaijani armed forces manage to destroy the Armenian army (something which cannot occur 

with regards to an army entrenched in defensive positions) and get rid of all the Armenians of Artsakh (it is a 

reality that this war is not just between two armies, but also between two peoples), what would be the situation 

in Azerbaijan then? Adding to the tens of thousands of those killed in the war, Azerbaijan would find itself at 

the edge of utter economic collapse. As a state, Azerbaijan survives today solely due to the export of oil and 

natural gas. It is through their sale that Azerbaijan arms itself now and regularly swaggers against Artsakh and 

Armenia. That is, oil wells, oil and gas pipelines and other such infrastructure are objects of strategic impor-

tance and consequently legitimate targets. Is it not evident that, at the very first hours of the war, there shall 

remain but smoking metal scrap where they used to be? It is also important to emphasise that Azerbaijan can-

not carry out similar counter-measures, as the Armenian economy, even with all its shortcomings, is incompa-

rably less vulnerable, since we do not have two or three structures whose destruction would result in the cessa-

tion of our exports, and thus 90% of our actual income. Besides which, Aliyev has to answer not just to his 

own people, but to all the foreign companies that have made immense investments in this sphere and of which 

many have not yet broken even. What does Aliyev need a war for? The Emir of Baku is quite content by him-

self, milking the mineral wealth of an entire country and keeping the majority of the people of that country, the 

legal owners of the vast wealth of that country, in extreme poverty. Aliyev uses fanatic anti-Armenianism in 

order to sustain his stolen power and to maintain his stolen wealth. 

 



 Aliyev is a straight-up thief – those who rob power are robbers still – and so his heart is always in 

straits. Consequentially, although I find war highly improbable, it still cannot be completely ruled out. In tense 

situations, wars may also arise by themselves. However, as a planned political move, I believe that Aliyev 

would go for such an adventure (there would be no other word for it) in one case alone, that is, when Aliyev’s 

own standing in Azerbaijan be so weakened, that it would be difficult to ensure the possibility for Aliyev to yet 

again acquire power through cheating and falsifications. That is to say, one must view all political develop-

ments of the Emirate of Baku through the perspective of maintaining the Aliyevs’ wealth and position. When 

war remains the sole path for Ilham Aliyev to maintain his hold on power, he will go for it. However, as there 

is almost no real opposition currently in Azerbaijan, I do not think that the Emir feels directly threatened by 

anyone. Ilham Aliyev is not himself interested in either the victory or even the defeat of the Azerbaijani army 

today. People are unforgiving towards defeated emirs in the Orient; at the same time, nothing is as dangerous 

for a tyrant of the Orient as the soldiers and general of a victorious army. 

 

Ara Papian 

Head of the Modus Vivendi Centre 

21 June, 2010 
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Gratitude Fortifies the Foundations of the State 
 

 

 

The Head of State (Bako Sahakyan) handed gifts of some value and monetary prizes to the heads of police and 

national security under the Government, as well as to some of the staff. 

Armenia Today, 23 June, 2010 

 

It is incomprehensible. It is first of all incomprehensible as to why some people are receiving “gifts of some 

value and monetary prizes” for carrying out their duties as part of their service. Their salaries are the remu-

neration for that. Further, if anyone was to receive monetary premiums, it would have to be a villager living in 

some rural border region of Artsakh, as, firstly, he has need of it and, secondly, his dedication and merit in-

comparably exceed the actions of a city-dwelling official. 

 

But that is not my real point. If there were to be any people these past few days who were to receive honours 

by the president of Artsakh, it would have to be those four killed and further four wounded soldiers, casualties 

in the defence of Artsakh. I bear in mind primarily military decorations because, as the Nagorno-Karabakh de-

fence ministry stated, they were victims of a battle. Apart from what will be revealed by the future objective 

examination (let us hope that it will be so) to determine how it came about that the enemy managed to sud-

denly overrun our defensive positions, all the same, these men gave their lives or their blood, and they are 

therefore worthy of the gratitude of Artsakh. There cannot be heartfelt dedication without gratitude. Gratitude 

bears great significance which is necessary for those now living and for soldiers of the future. Gratitude is a 

value which fortifies the foundations of the state. 

 

Ara Papian 

Head of the Modus Vivendi Centre 

23 June, 2010 



 

 

The Woodrow Wilson Center has Violated 

the Legacy of President Wilson and the Dignity of America 
 

They [Turks] had exhibited complete absence of common sense and a total misunderstanding of the West. They had 

imagined that the [Paris Peace] Conference knew no history  and was ready to swallow enormous falsehoods. 

President Woodrow Wilson, June 26, 1919, Paris 

 

In spite of numerous complaints and protests, Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ahmet Davuto� lu neverthe-

less received the Woodrow Wilson Award for Public Service from the Washington, DC-based think tank, the 

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. Whereas this turn of events can be qualified as merely an 

incident for us Armenians, a painful and undesirable one, but just an incident all the same, this is a serious 

blow, on the other hand, to the credibility of American think tanks. The principle value of a think tank is in its 

freedom, that is, in its ability to carry out independent analysis and present an objective outlook. To be on 

someone else’s payroll would be the worst kind of reputation for any think tank. By presenting an award to 

Davuto� lu, the Woodrow Wilson Center brought to light the fact that it has simply auctioned off the prize, or, 

as they themselves worded beautifully, “The Wilson Center said in an e-mailed statement that the award is 

part of its fund-raising effort.” 

Of course, the Woodrow Wilson Center has no legal obligation in terms of upholding the views and 

policies of the 28th President of the United States. Still, the very name places certain moral responsibilities on 

the center. Wilson was the first among heads of state to raise the issue of the self-determination of peoples to 

the international stage. How does one justify bestowing an award to the foreign minister of a country which, 

for decades now, has been drowning the right to self-determination of the Kurdish people in blood? By violat-

ing the right to self-determination of the Kurds, Turkey is violating Wilson’s political legacy as well. It is most 

unfortunate that among those with a part to play in violating the legacy of Woodrow Wilson and the dignity of 

America is the think tank bearing the name of the just president of the United States, Woodrow Wilson. 

 

Ara Papian 

Head of the Modus Vivendi Center 

18 June, 2010 

Ara Papian 



By Harut Sassounian 
 
 

All too often Armenians meekly accept injustices 
and insults heaped on them by others.  

 
 
 

It is high time that Armenians throw off their shackles and defend their inalienable rights. They must 
not remain silent in the face of abuse or physical attack, but respond appropriately without resorting to 
reckless actions that may endanger their communities or the homeland. 
In the United States, for example, when elected officials, journalists or writers distort the facts of the Ar-
menian Genocide, they must be severely criticized and discredited, so others would be warned to refrain 
from Genocide denial. 
 
The most recent example of Armenian inaction is the feeble Armenian response to last week's night-time 
attack by Azeri forces on Artsakh, causing the deaths of four Armenian soldiers and the wounding of 
four others. Beyond expressions of sympathy for the victims and condemning the attack, no concrete 
action was taken by Armenian officials. In the aftermath of this vicious and unprovoked attack, Arme-
nia should have announced the cancellation of the next round of negotiations with Azerbaijan over Art-
sakh. It is completely unacceptable to conduct peace talks, while Azerbaijan is engaged in warfare. Un-
der these circumstances, Armenians have the right to take all possible actions to defend themselves from 
future attacks. Rather than merely issuing a condemnation, the Armenian side at a time of its choosing 
should carryout punishing pre-emptive strikes so that Azeris would think long and hard before mount-
ing another attack. Azerbaijan should clearly understand that any further aggression on their part 
would: 
 
1. Cause the suspension of the peace talks, thus delaying the resolution of the conflict rather than expe-

diting the negotiating process. 
2. Lead Armenia to eventually abandon all peace talks, since it has little to gain from these negotia-

tions. Azerbaijan is the one that desperately needs to negotiate in order to secure concessions from 
Armenia. 

3. Signal to the world that the government of Azerbaijan is not interested in finding a negotiated settle-
ment to the conflict and is responsible for its collapse. 

4. Discredit the good faith effort of the mediating countries -France, Russia andthe United States. 
5.  Force Armenia to initiate military action, causing a disproportionate amount of destruction, even 
damaging the oil pipelines, in order to discourage Azerbaijan from further attacks. Armenians must re-
alize that they no longer live in the Ottoman Empire and are no one's slave. They should shake off their 
psychological shackles and take all necessary measures to defend their national interest! 

Thank you  
Armenian Relief Society Eastern Region 

 For your kind words and support 



We remember an Armenian educator 

Vahram Mavian  
Armenian poet, writer, teacher who also  

headed the Armenian Department of the Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon Portugal. 
 
Vahram Mavian was born in Jerusalem on June 27, 1926. He attended and graduated form the local Tarkman-
chats School. In 1944 – 1958 he moved to Cyprus and taught at the Melconian Institute. From there he traveled 
to Belfast, Ireland where he studied language and literature at ‘Queens University’. In 1961 he returned to the 
Melconian Institute and continued teaching till 1963. From 1963 to 1983 Vahram Mavian headed the Arme-
nian Department of the Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon, Portugal. He died in 1983. 
As head of the Armenian Department of the Gulbenkian Foundation,  Mavian traveled extensively and cap-
tured, in his writings, some of the more unique experiences with Armenians in remote Armenian communities 
and villages 
His works include ‘Hayoo Pegorner’ 1967; ‘Angab Orakeer’ 1968; Amen Degh Hay Ga 1977 and Mekhatsogh 
Hokeener 
Many of his students are active members of the Armenian communities in the Diaspora. They all remember 
their teacher as one who gave of himself to his students and instilled within them a deep love and appreciation 
for Armenian language and literature. 
 

Two Autumns ( Yergoo Ashoon) 
By Vahram Mavian (Translated by  Diana Der Hovanessian) 

 
-Why are you downcast? 
the winds asked the tree. 
The tree on the mountain 

moaned with worry. 
 

-I am thinking 
of winter’s pain 

it replied. Then in the face 
of the wind her branches tried 

to reach each other 
for a comforting embrace. 

 
-That is no reason, 
the wind explained. 
When spring returns 

you’ll be a bride once again. 
 

Only man’s winter 
should be mourned at all. 

It has no spring, 
Sighed the winds 

of the fall. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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55 east 59th Street 
New York, NY 10022 
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630 Second Av.  
New York, NY 10016  
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138 East 39th Street,  
New York, NY 10016  
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140 Forest Avenue,  
Paramus, NJ 07652   
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12-61 Saddle River Rd,  
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410    
201-791-2862 
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461 Bergen Blvd,  
Ridgefield, NJ 07657   
201-943-2950 
 
 
 
St Stepanos Armenian Apostolic Church    
1184 Ocean Avenue. 

Elberon, New Jersey  07740 

Tel.(732)229-3661   Fax (732)229-3857 
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318 27th Street,  
Union City, NJ 07087   
201-864-2480 
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817 River Road 
New Milford, NJ 
201-967-594 
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167 North Sixth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York  11201 
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Rte 9W-E Clinton Av.  
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
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200 W. Mt. Pleasant Av.,  
Livingston, NJ 07039   
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38-65  234 Street 
Douglaston, NY  11363 
718-224-2275 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 
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As we begin our 32ndyear of ser-
vice we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


