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Parev, 
Happy Father’s Day! 
Fatherhood is not always an easy journey. As we celebrate Fa-
ther’s Day, our thoughts go to those who followed through to the 
end, and always had their children in mind. The following quotes 
from two Armenian writers bring out the unique experience of 
Fatherhood within the Armenian history and culture. 
 
I said, “What’s the matter, Pa?” And he said, “You know what’s 
the matter. I work and I work, and I make no money.” And I said, 
“Money is not important.” He said,  “I’m a failure,” and I said, 
“You’re not a failure. What you did, made me do what I did.” He 
said, “I no got money. I no got anything.” I said, “You had nerve, 
Pa. You kept going and going. And that was the greatest lesson 
you could give a son, especially a son, especially a son who is a 
writer.” He said, “You don’t think I fail?” And I said, “No you 
didn’t fail. You kept trying and trying and trying.” Pretty soon he 
was crying like hell, and I took him in my arms, and he said, 
“Why you no think I fail?” And I said, “Well, because I couldn’t 
fail watching what you did. You made me brave, Pa.” He said, “I 
make you brave?” And I said, “Yes, very much.” He was in my 
arms crying and he died like that, right in my arms. 

A. I. Bezzerides 
My father always carried a different  

Look and smell into the house when he 
Returned from the coffee houses... 

Playing in the streets we would stop,  
Walk quietly by, peer in thru the  

Cracked doors at the hunched backgammon 
Players, their Turkish cups at their elbows. 

 
Years later…. I came to understand that in these 

Cafes were contained the suffering and  
shattered hopes of my orphaned people. 

David Kherdian 
 
This is dedicated to the generations who came before us, those 
whose success is more than the money they earned. Their success  
can be counted in the determination, perseverance, and heart with 
which they lived and the invaluable lessons of life they taught us. 
 
 

Poem for my Father 
By David Kherdian 

 
Our trivial fights over spading 

the vegetable patch, painting the 
garden fence ochre instead of blue, 

and my resistance to Armenian food 
in preference for everything American, 

seemed, in my gripe over parental 
authority, to be the literal issue 

 
Why have I waited until your death 

to know the land you were tilling 
was Armenia, the color of the fence 

your homage to Adana, and your other 
complaints over my own complaints 

were addressed to your homesickness 
brought on by my English? 
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Why have America's last three presidents 

bowed to the whims of the pro-Turkish lobby 
in the U.S. State Department by not recogniz-
ing the massacre of 1.5 million Armenians as a 

genocide  by Mitch Kehetian 
 
 
John M. Evans, the former ambassador to Armenia knows why, and points 
the finger of guilt at the pro-Turkish lobby in the State Department. 
"No one person would tell you. It was just taboo to mention the 
genocide when addressing the Turco-Armenian conflict. But it became 
apparent to me where it came from. It was the work of the Turkish 
foreign desk in the State Department.” 
 
After his address at Berkley in 2006, Evans said newspaper reports 
picked up his comment on genocide. "When that happened I contacted 
the State Department to tell them I did not address the genocide in my 
speech, that it was used in my response to legitimate questions. I was 
asked by students and scholars if I thought what happened in 1915 was 
a genocide. My response then and now is an emphatic yes. Based on all 
the data researched by American officials and historians who witnessed 
the massacres made it clear. It was a government planned genocide. If 
I said otherwise public faith in my office as a representative for 
the United States would have been seen as a failure." 
"The president is forced to heed the advice of his national security officers 
and that's where the foreign policy of the Turkish desk revolves. In fact 
President Bush's last April 24 message was cleared by the State Depart-
ment' Turkish desk to make sure genocide was not used...We are losing 
face by agreeing to Turkey's denial...The whole world knows of Turkey's 
cover-up but this is no time to stop in the noble task to attain justice. Pro-
gress comes slow. Now 22 countries are on record that it was genocide, 
and 44 states-including Michigan-recognize the truth. Don't stop now." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
My response then and 
now is an emphatic 
yes. Based on all 
the data researched by 
American officials and 
historians who wit-
nessed the massacres 
made it clear. It was a 
government planned 
genocide. If I said oth-
erwise public faith in 
my office as a repre-
sentative for the 
United States would 
have been seen as a 
failure." 
 
Ambassador John M. Evans 

We graciously acknowledge the kind letter and the generosity of  
 

 Melina Tufenkciyan. 

 

In her latest letter,  written in impeccable Armenian, she wishes us  
31 times 31 more years of service 

 

Thank You! 



 
AGAU Alumni Association Annual Luncheon  

 
The 48th annual Armenian General Athletic Union Alumni Association awards luncheon will be held on Sun-
day June 27, at The Landmark II restaurant on Route 17 South in East Rutherford from 11:45 am – 4:00 pm. 
The AGAU scholarships for academic achievement and community service are awarded annually to encourage 
area Armenian High School Seniors to pursue higher education. This year’s award winners are Mark Arake-
lian, Sarah Boorujy, Alex Deravanesian, Jessica DeVries, Michael Donofrio, Haig Gulian, Briette Karanfilian, 
Michael Habibian, Christopher Shalian, Karni Semerjian, and Lucy Yeghiazaryan. 
The luncheon will gather in conjunction with the 61st anniversary of the organization’s “Woman of the Year” 
award, which will be presented to Joyce Shenloogian, for her more than 25 years of service and dedication to 
Armenian Dance. Joyce is currently the Artistic Director of Antranig: Armenian Dance Ensemble of the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union.  
The community is invited to attend the luncheon by calling Alice Shenloogian @ 201-288-4732. The event 
donation of $37.00 per person is tax deductible.  
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"Armenia is conducting a fearful and cautious policy," 
said Ramkavar Azatakan Party (HRAK) leader 
Harutyun Arakelyan. 
He views the European Parliament's recent resolution 
as another attempt of pressure. 
"Armenia has always been pressured by outer forces. As a UN member state, Armenia 
must spare no effort to use the opportunities envisaged by international law. Only after 
Armenia is guided by the norms of international law in relations with Azerbaijan and 
Turkey and shifts the Genocide issue from the political domain to the international level, 
will the USA, Russia and European Union change their stance towards Armenia," says 
Mr. Arakelyan. 
The HRAK leader thinks Armenia should speak to the international community in their 
language and by their laws. 
"As long as we sit at a negotiation table with criminals like Turkey and Azerbaijan and 
"pressurize" Turkey by recognizing the parliaments of other countries and denouncing 
genocide, similar resolutions and pressures are natural against a country [Armenia] 
which lacks resources and market." 
Harutyun Arakelyan thinks Armenia will gain nothing from the suspension of the 
Armenian-Turkish Protocols. 
"As soon as international winds start blowing, the protocols will appear on the 
parliament's agenda, and our deputies will ratify them in a flash. 
The danger is not eliminated. Turkey has proved the world that it is a secular country 
seeking friendly relations with its neighbors and EU membership. Armenia's weak point 
is "its inner" Turks," said Arakelyan meaning the propagandists who state that present 
Turks are different from the ones who committed the genocide. 
"This approach was put into circulation before the genocide. But we must understand 
that there is no difference between them. Today's Turks must repay for the atrocities of 
their forefathers. An U.S. prosecutor said in Nuremberg that Hitler did not take his 
crimes to the grave and each German must repay for his misdeeds. Similarly, we should 
have a Nuremberg; we must create a separate court under the auspices of The Hague, 
similar to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda," Arakelyan concluded. 
A1plus, Yerevan 



This poem is dedicated to Melina Tufenkciyan 
For her love of Armenian Language, People— 

and Radio! 
 
 

I Loved 
By Vahan Tekeyan 

 
I loved; but no one 

I loved knew 
why and how. 

Who knows how to read a heart? 
 

Those who gave me the greatest joy 
and sharpest pain 

do not even know me now. 
 

Love for me was like a river 
taking its uncontainable flow 

from the distant mountain snow. 
The mountain did not even notice 

snow was gone. 
 

Love for me was an unopened door, 
a secret garden filled with blossoms 

never rained upon. 
 

And if anyone notices my love as smoke 
rising to the sky 

is fire was never seen. For I 
loved. But none I loved knew 

how and why. 
Who knows how to read a heart? 



The notions of "self-determination" and 
"territorial integrity" 

are often used with regard to the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. 

 
 
 
 A segment of a paper presented by Ara Papian Head of Modus Vivendi Center 
 
We are not going to negotiate over the right of the people of Artsakh 
(Karabakh) to self-determination. - Serzh Sargsyan, President of the 
Republic of Armenia, June 1, 2010 
 
It is for the people to determine the destiny of the territory and 
not the territory the destiny of the people. - Judge Hardy Dillard, 
International Court of Justice, Oct. 16, 1975 
 
The notions of "self-determination" and "territorial integrity" 
are often used with regard to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 
 
Unfortunately, these legal terms are largely misused mostly due to 
political motives. One of the grave misinterpretations of the said 
notions was by Ambassador-to-be (or not to be) Matthew Bryza when 
he declared: "There's a legal principle of territorial integrity 
of states, there's a political principle of self-determination 
of peoples." As a matter of fact, it is just the opposite. There 
is a legal principle of self-determination and there is no such 
principle of territorial integrity. Article 2(4) of the UN Charter 
declares merely: "All Members shall refrain in their international 
relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial 
integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other 
manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations". Thus 
this has nothing to do with absolute "territorial integrity", (i.e. 
preservation of the territory of a state intact) but, according to 
authoritative interpretation of the United States Foreign Relations 
Law, it is simply the rule against intervention, a "prohibition of 
use of force" and purely calls to refrain from "the use of force by 
one state to conquer another state or overthrow its government." 
 

Unfortunately, these legal 
terms are largely misused 
mostly due to political mo-
tives. One of the grave mis-
interpretations of the said 
notions was by Ambassador-
to-be (or not to be) Matthew 
Bryza when he declared: 
"There's a legal principle of 
territorial integrity of states, 
there's a political principle 
of self-determination 
of peoples." As a matter of 
fact, it is just the opposite. 
There is a legal principle of 
self-determination and there 
is no such principle of terri-
torial integrity.  

It is for the people to determine the destiny of the territory and 
not the territory the destiny of the people. -  

Judge Hardy Dillard, 
International Court of Justice, Oct. 16, 1975 



 
 
 
 
 
Summary: · Self-determination is an ancient political right. Presently 
the right to self-determination is a well-established principle in 
public international law. The principle has been confirmed, developed 
and given more tangible form by a consistent body of State practice 
and has been embodied in various international instruments. · The 
principle of self-determination is exemplified in the decisions 
by the International Court of Justice (ICJ). · The principle of 
self-determination is one of the fundamentals of peaceful and 
friendly international relations. Respect for self-determination 
is a condition for world peace. Those deprived of the right of 
self-determination can seek forcible international support to 
uphold their right of self-determination. · Self-determination as 
a principle of international law is universal in scope. The right 
of self-determination applies to all situations where peoples are 
subject to oppression by subjugation, domination and exploitation 
by others - all peoples and nations, without distinguishing between 
those which have attained statehood and those which have not. · The 
principle of the self-determination of peoples is a legal principle 
and is a jus cogens (peremptory) norm of international law. · The 
right of self-determination is the right to choose a form of political 
organization and relations with other groups. Denial of the right of 
to self-determination is a human rights violation and constitutes a 
breach of international law. · The right of peoples and nations to 
self-determination is a prerequisite to the full enjoyment of all 
fundamental human rights. Therefore the General Assembly recommended 
that the member states of the United Nations uphold the principle of 
self-determination of all peoples and nations. · Article 2(4) of the 
UN Charter has nothing to do with absolute "territorial integrity", 
but is simply the rule against intervention, a "prohibition of use 
of force" and purely calls to refrain from "the use of force by 
one state to conquer another state or overthrow its government." ·  
Self-determination includes the right to secede. The people of 
Nagorno-Karabakh (not only the people of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Autonomous Region) are entitled to independence as their choice 
of self-determination. · Self-determination postulates the right 
of a people organized in an established territory to determine its 
collective political destiny in a democratic fashion. 

The people of 
Nagorno-Karabakh (not 
only the people of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh 
Autonomous Region) 
are entitled to independ-
ence as their choice 
of self-determination. · 
Self-determination pos-
tulates the right 
of a people organized in 
an established territory 
to determine its 
collective political des-
tiny in a democratic 
fashion. 

We are not going to negotiate over the right of the people of Artsakh 
(Karabakh) to self-determination. - Serzh Sargsyan, President of the 

Republic of Armenia, June 1, 2010 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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55 east 59th Street 
New York, NY 10022 
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630 Second Av.  
New York, NY 10016  
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138 East 39th Street,  
New York, NY 10016  
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140 Forest Avenue,  
Paramus, NJ 07652   
201-265-8585 
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12-61 Saddle River Rd,  
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410    
201-791-2862 
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461 Bergen Blvd,  
Ridgefield, NJ 07657   
201-943-2950 
 
 
 
St Stepanos Armenian Apostolic Church    
1184 Ocean Avenue. 

Elberon, New Jersey  07740 

Tel.(732)229-3661   Fax (732)229-3857 
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318 27th Street,  
Union City, NJ 07087   
201-864-2480 
 
�
����
��
����
��%�
817 River Road 
New Milford, NJ 
201-967-594 
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167 North Sixth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York  11201 
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Rte 9W-E Clinton Av.  
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
201-567-5446 
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200 W. Mt. Pleasant Av.,  
Livingston, NJ 07039   
973-533-9794 
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38-65  234 Street 
Douglaston, NY  11363 
718-224-2275 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 
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As we begin our 32ndyear of 
service we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


