
 
 
 
 

             
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

June 9, 2010  
 
 
 
 
To the family, friends, the Knights of Vartan and loved ones of Sam Azadian: 
 
 Please accept my sincere condolences and heartfelt sympathies on the passing of Sam Azadian. Sam 
was a tireless and dedicated advocate for the Armenian community in New York. His leadership and friend-
ship will be truly and sorely missed. 
 Sam was a special friend, a wonderful human being, and an absolute joy to be around. From my time in 
the New York State Assembly until now, Sam was always a positive source of strength for me. He always 
greeted me with a smile and encouraged me regardless of where I was in life. Sam taught me about Armenia 
and its people, its rich culture and heritage. He was one of the first Armenians who introduced me to the his-
tory of the Armenian Genocide and encouraged me to be a strong advocate of human rights and justice on the 
Hill. Since I met Sam, I have been a strong supporter of the Armenian issues in Washington by introducing 
resolutions to officially recognize the Armenian Genocide and fighting for many other issues concerning the 
Armenian-American community. 
  
 Today, I join everyone here in saying that we are not only losing a leader in our community and a 
fierce supporter, we are losing a very dear friend. I know how difficult it is to lose someone, but take comfort 
in knowing that the fond memories of his spirit, dedication, and courage will remain. I know the best way to 
honor Sam’s memory is to continue his mission and to serve the cause that he held so dear. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Charles E. Schumer  

United States Senator 
 
 
 

���������	����
����

���������������������������������������������������

Donations in lieu of flowers  should be sent to KNIGHTS of VARTAN  
c/o Ani Minnetyan, 43 Pelican Court, Syosset, NY  11791. 

 
A fortieth day mourning service will take place at St. Vartan Cathedral on July 25, 2010 
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Parev, 
Sam Azadian passed away on Sunday June 6, 2010 in NJ at the 
age of 85. On Wednesday at 
11:00 a.m., family and friends 
gathered at the Diocese of the 
Armenian Church for his funeral 
services.  
A lot was said about his active 
participation in the Armenian 
life. No words can express the 
spirit of Azadian—the man of all 
seasons. 
Those who knew Azadian re-
member him as an active partici-
pant in the inner most circle of 
our community. His efforts to 
stand up for Armenian issues 
was never wavered and  his 
commitment to the Armenian 
community was incredible. 
Azadian had a love for Armeni-
ans and Armenia. . ‘Silver and gold he had none’, but whatever 
he had he gave in promotion of Armenian interests. This is one 
of many reasons why we honor his memory. 
He chose to serve his people. He was a noble guardian of Ar-
menian interests, always reporting to friends of news that de-
manded special attention. He was a good friend of the Radio 
and lent us his moral and 
financial support. In fact, 
many  of our programs and 
interviews were a direct 
result of his recommenda-
tions. 
With the passing of Sam 
Azadian our community 
lost a very clear and pas-
sionate voice, a voice that 
spoke in defense of Armenian rights. Thank you Sam for your 
friendship and leadership. May you rest in peace. 
Our condolences to Sam’s wife, Anni Azadian, three children, 
Steven, Robert and Karin and grandchildren Nicholas and 
Samantha. 

Asdvadz hokin loosavoreh 
 

In this issue: 
 
· Mr. Sam Azadian, 85,  passed 

away on June 6, 2010 
 
· Soorp Haroutiun Armenian 

Church is consecrated 
 
· Erdogan deserves fake medal 

by Sassounian 
 
· Upcoming community events 
 

 
This poem is dedicated to the memory of 
Mr. Sam Azadian who always thought of 

Armenia’s  
tomorrow. 

 
The Third Eye 
By Hovaness Shiraz 

 
On Ararat’s forehead you might see 
The shape of eyes. Not two. Three. 

 
One sees the past. And it stares 

backward with tenderness, where 
 

as the second meets your gaze 
steadily seeing the present days. 

 
Both eyes glaze with cold sorrow. 

But the third has focused on tomorrow. 
 

Translated by Diana Der Hovanessian 



“...We are particularly pleased to extend a word of ap-
preciation to Hratch and Suzanne Toufayan, benefac-
tors and dedicated children of Holy Etchmiadzin, who 

made an important contribution to the sacred undertak-
ing of building the Soorp Haroutiun Church. We have 

always been pleased to take notice of the Toufayan fam-
ily’s voluntary and eager commitment to enhance, 

through pious works, the prosperity of our national and 
spiritual life, in the United States and in our homeland, 
thus presenting a good example to the children of our 

people. 
 

Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of all Armenians 
Karekin II 

May 19, 2010 
 

 
 

Soorp Haroutiun Armenian Church, Orlando Florida 
consecrated on June 6, 2010 by Archbishop Khajag 
Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian 

Church of America. Mr. Harry Toufayan is the Godfa-
ther and benefactor of this new church. It was named 
Haroutiun in honor and in memory of Mr. Haroutiun 

Toufayan, father of Harry. 
 

Mr. Haroutiun Toufayan 

Mr. Harry Toufayan, Godfather of 
Soorp Haroutiun Armenian 
Church, with one of his eight 

grandchildren, Joe Casali , during 
the consecration services. 



SERVICE OF THE OPENING OF DOORS AND CONSECRATION OF 
SOORP HAROUTIUN ARMENIAN CHURCH, ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

The ‘opening of doors’ (Turn-patsek) and consecration service of the new Soorp Haroutiun Armenian Church 
of Orlando Florida took place on June 5 and 6, 2010. The Church was named Soorp Haroutiun in memory of 
Mr. Haroutiun Toufayan the father of Mr. Harry Toufayan. Harry Toufayan served as Godfather. The very 
special prayers and services were the final touch of over 25 years of working and dreaming for this ‘miracle 
church’. Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese led an impressive group of clergy and deacons 
and choir members in the services. Many Armenian from the Orlando area came out for the celebration and 
many others travelled from New Jersey and other parts of the country to witness the celebration. Among the 
honored guests were Armenia’s Ambassador to the United States, Tatoul Markarian and his wife. 
The following photos bring to life the beautiful church, the prayers and celebration that took place in Orlando.  
 
 
 

 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian leading the faithful in prayer at the 
‘opening of the doors’ service on Saturday June 5, 2010. Following the ser-
vice, the doors of the church were opened for the first time for the faithful. 

Over 300 people walked into the church with joy and celebration. 

(L-R) Mr. Oscar Tatosian, Diocesan Council 
Chairman. Ambassador and  Mrs. Tatoul 
Markarian, Mr. & Mrs. Harry Toufayan 

Maestro Khoren Mekanejian and members of 
the choir during the opening of doors service. 

 



Soorp Haroutiun Armenian Church 
9274 Winter Garden– Vineland Road,  

Orlando, Florida 32836 
Phone: 407-876-7732 

www.ArmenianChurchOrlando.org 
Email: info@ArmenianChurchOrlando.org 

Mrs. Lucine Mardirosian Harvey is the ‘soul’ 
of the ‘miracle church. She has done more 

than her fair share with love, dedication, com-
mitment and exemplary leadership. Seen here 
addressing the community during the banquet 

celebrations that followed the consecra-
tion.Lucine was awarded a Gontag from His 

Holiness Karekin II 

Sixteen such crosses were placed 
throughout the church and were 

blessed as part of the consecration 
ceremony. These crosses were de-
signed and donated by Mr. Hirant 

Gulian. 

Choir members getting ready for the first 
badarak. Soprano Maro Partamian (right) and 
Adi Abdo, both from metropolitan New York 
area, joined local choir members for church 

service. 

Primate delivering his message on the night of 
the opening of the doors service. 



Mrs. Suzanne Toufayan ( left)  with her two sons-in
- law,  Joe Casali and Steve Nargizian and daugh-

ter Kristine Casali 

Mr. & Mrs.Toufayan with their granddaugh-
ter Sophia Casali. Sofia dressed in her Arme-
nian dance-costume performed on stage. She 
is a young member of the Shushi Dance En-

semble 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian blessing one of the 
sixteen sections of the church during the consecra-

tion service 

Soorp Haroutiun Church 
 

Parish Council  
 

Chairman, Aram Nazarian 
 

Secretary John Shahinian 
 

Treasurer Lucine Mardirosian Harvey 
 

Council Member Rita Arnold 
 

Council Member Richard Bargamian 



Harry & Suzanne Toufayan with family and friends who travelled form New Jersey and Connecticut to 
attend the consecration of  Soorp Haroutiun Armenian Church 

The main altar before and after the consecration—  
‘..before consecration the altar shall be bare and without any ornamentations..’ 



Anoush Gulian reporting live from Orlando, Florida.  A full report of the consecration news was 
delivered to the Armenian Radio Hour of NJ listeners during the Sunday program June 6, 2010. 

Engineering/hosting the program were Matthew Krikorian, Hagop Bouchakjian and Karni  
Semerjian. They facilitated the technical part of the interview in the studios of WSOU. 

 

Anoush Gulian reporting live from Florida 



 

Karni 

Matthew 

These young volunteers provide the technical 
support to broadcast the Armenian Radio pro-
grams. Karni is a senior and will be going to 
college to study business. Hagop will also be 

going to college to study mechanical engineer-
ing. Matthew will be a senior in high school 

next year. 
 

We thank our volunteers and wish them all the 
best in all their future undertakings. 

These three individuals have a lot to contribute to the 
Armenian community. They have already done more 
than their share to serve the community via the radio 

program. We are confident they will always feel part of 
the radio family and community and will always be 

ready to do what needs to be done in the community. 
Their service is appreciated very much. 

Hagop 





Sassounian: Erdogan Deserves Medal as Fake Friend of Palestinians by Harut Sassounian 

In the past week the world witnessed an amazing performance by a government leader that even the most accomplished 
Hollywood actor could not match! 

Turkey’s Prime Minister deserves an Oscar for presenting himself as a great humanitarian and protector of Palestinians. 
The people of Gaza are certainly oppressed and deprived, but Erdogan is not their knight in shining armor! One cannot 
champion human rights with unclean hands! This is the height of hypocrisy! 
· How could Turkey blockade Armenia for 17 years and credibly call on Israel to lift its blockade of Gaza? 
· How could Erdogan condemn Israeli attacks on Palestinians, when Turkish jets regularly bomb Northern Iraq 
(Kurdistan), killing and maiming innocent men, women and children? 
· How could the Prime Minister of Turkey condemn Israel’s mistreatment of Palestinians, when his own country de-
prives Alevis, Armenians, Assyrians, Greeks, Jews and Kurds of their most basic rights? 
· How could Turkey oppose the occupation of Palestine and Karabagh (Artsakh), while occupying Northern Cyprus and 
Western Armenia? 
· How could Turkish leaders accuse Israel and China of committing “genocide,” when they deny the reality of Turkey’s 
own genocide of 1.5 million Armenians? 
· How could Turkey claim to be champion of the Palestinian cause and leader of the Islamic world, while being Israel’s 
closest military ally in the Middle East for over a half century, and allowing Israeli jets to carry out practice bombing runs 
in Turkish airspace against Arab countries and Iran? 
· How could Syria, Iraq and Iran trust Turkey, when it jeopardizes their national security by permitting Israeli listening 
posts along the border to collect intelligence on their countries. 
· How could Erdogan be a guardian of human rights while journalists, attorneys, clergymen and human rights activists 
are persecuted and even assassinated in his own country? 
How could Turkish leaders claim that Israel is a “terrorist state,” while continuing to maintain a military alliance and 
multi-billion dollar trade with the Jewish state? Turkey pretended to side with Arab states, all the while conspiring with 
Israel to damage their national security! 
Israel and the United States share responsibility for Turkey’s hypocritical behavior—they joined in supporting, defending 
and covering up numerous Turkish violations of human rights, denial of the Armenian Genocide, and suppression and eth-
nic cleansing of the Kurdish minority. In the past 60 years, the United States and other NATO members gave billions of 
dollars in foreign aid and military assistance to Turkey, vainly expecting to win its loyalty. This was a massive waste of 
U.S. resources, as Turkey did not even allow American troops to go across its border at the start of the Iraq war! 
Turkey cleverly exploited Israel’s ill-advised attack on the Gaza aid flotilla, and sought to fill the vacuum created by the 
irresponsible inaction of Arab states. Erdogan is just as guilty as Israel’s leaders for causing the killing and wounding of 
the aid activists. He tacitly encouraged them to set sail to Gaza, knowing full well that there would be a bloody confronta-
tion which would boost his own standing at home and abroad. Turkey’s junior brother, Azerbaijan, also gets a medal for 
hypocrisy as it issued a timid condemnation of Israel, so it could continue to buy arms and sell oil to that country. So 
much for Turkish-Azeri solidarity! 
Of course, over the years, the Israeli government has acted just as hypocritically as Turkey’s leaders. While countering 
any and all manifestations of Holocaust revisionism, Israeli officials have shown no reluctance in supporting Turkey’s 
denials of the Armenian Genocide. But now that Erdogan has raised his voice against Israel to a fever pitch, Israelis have 
jumped at the opportunity of using the possibility of recognizing the Armenian Genocide as a weapon against Turkey. Ar-
menians must reject such dishonesty. The Israeli government was not sincere when it denied the Armenian Genocide, and 
it is not sincere now in supporting its recognition! It is shameful to play cheap political games with an issue as horrendous 
and devastating as genocide. Israel and others should recognize the Armenian Genocide for only one reason: It is the ab-
solute truth! 
So far, Turkey has been all talk and no action on the Palestinian issue. Erdogan has not gone beyond giving fiery speeches 
against Israel. If he is honest about defending the Palestinians, he might consider: 
1.   Canceling all military contacts and contracts with Israel; 
2.   Abrogating all public and secret military and strategic agreements with Israel, including intelligence-sharing; and 
3.   Closing down the Turkish Embassy in Tel Aviv and Israel’s Embassy in Ankara. 
In the aftermath of last week’s bloody confrontation, a major domestic controversy erupted in Turkey, when Erdogan ac-
cused Israel of breaking one of the Ten Commandments. After saying “You Shall not Kill” in Turkish, he repeated it in 
English and Hebrew, to make sure that Jews “could understand” his words! In response, Kemal K�l�cdaroglu, leader of 
CHP opposition Party, told the Turkish public that Erdogan himself had broken two other Commandments: “You Shall 
not Steal” and “You Shall not Lie!” 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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138 East 39th Street,  
New York, NY 10016  
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140 Forest Avenue,  
Paramus, NJ 07652   
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12-61 Saddle River Rd,  
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410    
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461 Bergen Blvd,  
Ridgefield, NJ 07657   
201-943-2950 
 
 
 
St Stepanos Armenian Apostolic Church    
1184 Ocean Avenue. 

Elberon, New Jersey  07740 

Tel.(732)229-3661   Fax (732)229-3857 
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318 27th Street,  
Union City, NJ 07087   
201-864-2480 
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817 River Road 
New Milford, NJ 
201-967-594 
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167 North Sixth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York  11201 
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Rte 9W-E Clinton Av.  
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
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200 W. Mt. Pleasant Av.,  
Livingston, NJ 07039   
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38-65  234 Street 
Douglaston, NY  11363 
718-224-2275 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 
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As we begin our 32ndyear of 
service we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


