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This week we begin our 32nd year of service 

32 Years!!!  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

ARMENIAN RADIO HOUR OF NJ 
Alone we can do little, together we can do much more!!!  

June 6, 2010 

 

Parev, 

As of June 2nd, 2010, the Armenian Radio Hour of 
New Jersey has officially embarked in its 32nd year 

of service. So much can change in 32 years. The 
world is a much different place now then it was 

back then- but we are proud to say that the Arme-
nian Radio Hour of New Jersey has not been lost in 
a changing world but is better today than ever be-
fore. This is due to the loyal support of our staff 
and our listeners. Their steadfast commitment to 

the Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey is remark-
able and we are truly grateful. As we enter our 32nd 
year of the radio program we are overwhelmed not 
only by our gratitude but by a great sense of satis-
faction at all that we have seen and done over the 
past three decades. We face this year with excite-
ment and anticipation as we look forward to the 
new things that are sure to greet our community 
this year. We look forward to being a part of it – 

just as we have been for 32 years straight! 

 
In this issue: 
 
· We begin our 32nd year of ra-

dio service to the community 
 
· Dikran Kabarajian interview 
 
· Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian  
     25th Anniversary Banquet 
 
· Harut Sassounian– taner Ak-

cam advocates change in pol-
icy of Genocide Denial 

 
· Poem and calendar of events 
 
 

The annual summer picnic of 
the Armenian Radio Hour of 
NJ, will be held on June 27, 

2010. This ‘family’ gathering is 
in appreciation of the volun-

teers who serve the community 
via the radio. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dikran Kabarajian (top left) 
was the guest of the Armenian 

Radio Hour on Sunday May 30. 
He discussed new Health Insur-
ance Legislation and how it may 

affect people. 
The entire interview is archived 

on our website: 
www.ArmenianRadioNJ.com 

 

 
 
 

Fran Kabarajian, the father of 
Dikran Kabarajian, also ap-
peared on the program and 

wished the Radio staff contin-
ued success as they greet the 

32nd year of service of the radio 
to the community. Standing is 
Mr. Khoren Bezirjian, a radio 

staff member. 
 
 
 

This week we begin our 32nd year of service 

32 Years!!!  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

ARMENIAN RADIO HOUR OF NJ 
Alone we can do little, together we can do much more!!!  



 
Congratulations to recently engaged couple 
Dalita Bouchakjian and Joseph Tirinkian. 

Dalita volunteered with the Armenian Radio 
Hour in 2002-2003 and is a close friend to all 

of us at the radio station. She is about to 
complete her studies as pharmacist and will 
be traveling to China next month to further 

her expertise in natural medicine, an impres-
sive undertaking. Joseph is in commercial 
real estate. The two make a lovely couple, 
and we wish them all the best with their  

future. 

Congratulations to Anahid Krichian for her new 
Grill & Bistro. For many years Anahid has pro-

vided quality Armenian food catering in the 
New Jersey/New York area. The new place lo-
cated at Paterson, holds over 80 people and is 

open for business. Armenian restaurant in New 
Jersey—support it! 

KRICHIAN’S 
GRILL & BISTRO 

399 Crooks Avenue, Paterson, NJ 07503 
973-569-1033 

ANNOUCEMENTS  

GRAND OPENING JULY 2, 2010 



Banquet in Honor of Fr. Mardiros Chevian, Dean of  
St. Vartan Cathedral, to Take Place June 13   

By Taleen Babayan 
 A simple suggestion from his parish priest served as the foundation for Fr. Mardiros Chevian’s deci-
sion to dedicate his life to the Armenian Church. After 25 years of committed service, he will be elevated to 
the rank of Avak Kahana (senior priest) and will be honored with a banquet that will take place in Kavookjian 
Hall at the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern) on Sunday afternoon, June 13.  
In his position at St. Vartan Cathedral during the past 16 years, Fr. Chevian has not only served as the Cathe-
dral Dean, but also as pastor to the Armenian community of Manhattan, Brooklyn, and Staten Island.  Some of 
the cathedral’s regular worshippers also come from parts of Queens as well as New Jersey. The banquet will 
serve to celebrate not only his anniversary, but also his contributions to St. Vartan Cathedral and the Armenian 
Church at large.  
 “Fr. Mardiros is a pastor who shares, teaches and lives a Christian life,” said Diocesan Council chair 
Oscar Tatosian. "With faith and knowledge, Fr. Mardiros embodies the foundation of our traditions and the 
possibilities of our future.”   
Fr. Chevian’s Christian faith was rooted in him at a young age, when his grandfather would take him to Arme-
nian school at St. Sahag and Mesrob Armenian Church in Providence, RI. This resulted in Fr. Chevian becom-
ing closer not only to his Armenian heritage, but to the Armenian Church.  
 “When my grandfather died when I was 14, I felt an emptiness so I continued going to church on my 
own,” said Fr. Chevian. As a frequent attendant of church, the choir director of St. Sahag and Mesrob invited 
him to sing in the church choir. Soon after, he was encouraged by the Rev. Fr. Haik Donikian who handed him 
a poorvar (censer) and invited him to serve on the altar.  
 “With the help of Fr. Donikian and other deacons of the altar, I learned to serve during Badarak,” said 
Fr. Chevian, who is married to Yeretzgin Diane Chevian and has two children, Alexandra, 17, and Kristina, 
10. “Fr. Haik saw something in me and convinced the parish council to support me in attending the St. Nersess 
Summer Conferences.”   
 At the age of 15, Fr. Chevian boarded a train from Worcester, Mass., and ended up in Evanston, Ill. 
(the former site of St. Nersess Seminary) where he began to have contact with other clergy including the Rev. 
Fr. Karekin Kasparian, Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan and Archbishop Torkom Manoogian.  
 In particular, Fr. Chevian became close with Fr. Kasparian and formed a relationship that continues to this 
day. “Father Chevian is a classic example of a student excelling his teacher,” said Fr. Kasparian. “Whether as a 
parish priest, seminary rector, dean of cathedral, organizer of seminars, when he takes on a job or a program, 
he does his best with seriousness and gives his all.”  
 Following his positive experience as a participant of the St. Nersess summer conferences, Fr. Chevian 
continued serving on the altar and enrolled in St. Nersess Seminary in 1973 after graduating from Barrington 
College in Rhode Island with a degree in social sciences.  
 “It’s that experience and what my local pastor did for me that planted the seed,” said Fr. Chevian, who 
was ordained a deacon in 1976 by His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, then Primate of the Eastern 
Diocese. He spent the next two years studying and teaching at the Seminary of Holy Etchmiadzin where he 
continued his study of Armenian language, literature, history, church music and liturgics.  
 “Although it was not the practice, I ended up staying a second year at Etchmiadzin, and it was one of 
the best decisions I made in my life,” said Fr. Chevian. “It made me better equipped to serve as an Armenian 
priest.”  
 Returning from Armenia in 1978, he was assigned Deacon-in-Charge of St. George Armenian Church 
in Waukegan, Ill. where he spent three years before he was asked by Archbishop Manoogian to assume the 
position of Director of Recruitment and Vocation Programs, at St. Nersess Seminary, at its new location in 
New Rochelle, NY. Soon thereafter he became Dean of the seminary where he forged bonds with future priests 
in the Armenian Church, in particular during the St. Nersess summer conferences. It was also during those 
summer conferences, which Fr. Chevian directed for 15 years, that young people from throughout North 
America experienced him as teacher, pastor and mentor.  
Two summer conference participants in particular -- the Rev. Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian and the Very Rev. Fr. 
Aren Jebejian -- credit Fr. Chevian as their role model while they were on their path towards priesthood.   
“I am thankful to Fr. Mardiros for planting the seed of priesthood within me,” said Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian, 
Director of Youth and Vocations at St. Nersess Seminary. “Twenty five years later, Fr. Mardiros is still an in-
strumental clergyman in vocational discernment in our Diocese.”   



 “I have known Fr. Mardiros for over 30 
years and he has been one of my greatest mentors 
on my path to the priesthood,” said the Very Rev. 
Fr. Aren Jebejian, pastor of the St. Gregory Arme-
nian Church in Chicago, Ill and a former student of 
Fr. Chevian’s. “He has been there for me during 
the good times as well as bad times with solid 
spiritual advice.”  
Fr. Mardiros’s patience and guidance also helped 
prepare the current Dean of St. Nersess Seminary, 
the Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, for the priest-
hood in the Armenian Church.  
 “As I was preparing for my ordination to 
the priesthood almost 13 years ago, I chose Fr. 
Mardiros to be my priest-sponsor (khardavilag) 
because of the important role he played in bringing 
me to that point,” said Fr. Findikyan.“Fr. Chevian 
remains a mentor and role model for me today.” 
In 1991, Fr. Chevian accepted an invitation by 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
(Eastern), to lay the foundation for the Department 
of Youth Ministry at the Diocese in New York (the 
work of that department continues now as the De-
partment of Youth and Education). In 1994, 
Archbishop Barsamian appointed him as Dean of 
St. Vartan Cathedral and pastor of the local Arme-
nian Church community where he has served 
since.  
 “This Diocese has been blessed by the ser-
vice of Fr. Mardiros Chevian for the past 25 years. 
Indeed, our Diocese would be a different place 
without him,” said Archbishop Barsamian. “Der 
Hayr’s leadership at the Diocesan Center, most 
notably as dean of the St. Vartan Cathedral, has 
made it a true home for all Armenians and a wel-
coming sanctuary for the people of New York 

A banquet honoring the Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian on the 
25th anniversary of his ordination to the holy priesthood 
will take place at the Diocese of the Armenian Church of 
America (Eastern) in New York City, Sunday, June 13, 
2010, at 1 p.m., following the Divine Liturgy. His Eminence 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese, will 
preside. Tickets are $40 for adults, $20 for children under 
12. No tickets will be sold at the door. For more informa-
tion, please call Shakeh Kadehjian at (718)729-7265 or 
Deacon Sebuh Oscherician at (212) 686-0710, ext. 141. 

The consecration of St. Haroutiun Armenian Apostolic Church of Orlando, Florida 
will be held on June 5-6, 2010. The Godfather of the church is Mr. Harry Toufayan. 
The Church was named Haroutiun in memory of Harry’s father, Haroutiun Tou-
fayan. We will have all highlights of the ceremonies related to the consecration in 

our next issue of our newsletter as well as on our June 6, 2010 radio program. 
Congratulations to Harry and Suzanne Toufayan and their family members. 



������������	
�������������	
�������������	
�������������	
�� ���
����
�����������
�����������
�����������
�������� ���

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
���� �����!����"��#� ������������������ �����!����"��#� ������������������ �����!����"��#� ������������������ �����!����"��#� ��������������� ���

$�%������������������
Dr. Taner Akcam, one of the first Turkish scholars to acknowledge the Armenian 
Genocide, delivered two important lectures in Southern California. Based on historical 
research, he analyzed the underpinnings of Turkey’s denial of the Armenian Genocide 
and proposed solutions for its official acknowledgment. 
Prof. Akcam made his first presentation at Valley Beth Shalom in Encino on May 6, 
before the screening of Dr. J. Michael Hagopian’s Genocide documentary “The River 
Ran Red.” Rabbis Harold Schulweis and Edward Feinstein, Jewish World Watch 
President Janice Kamenir-Reznik, Dr. Hagopian, 96, a genocide survivor, and 
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian made brief remarks. 
Dr. Akcam, Associate Professor of History and Chair of Armenian Genocide Studies at 
Clark University, explained that the “continuity” of the “military and civilian bureaucracy,” 
which has been ruling Turkey ever since the inception of the Republic in 1923, is a key 
reason for denial of the Armenian Genocide. “The founders perceived the ethnic-cultural 
plurality of society at that time to constitute a problem for the continuity and security of 
the state.” 
Specifically, the Professor identified Hasan Fehmi Bey, a leader of the Union and 
Progress party that implemented the Armenian Genocide, who had confessed in a 
speech to Parliament in 1920 that his group knew the international community would 
call them “murderers” for eliminating the Armenians. However, he indicated that his 
party’s leaders were prepared to accept being called “murderers,” as their aim was 
securing “the future of the fatherland.” 
In his second presentation on May 7, organized by the Armenian Rights Council of 
America in Altadena, Dr. Akcam disclosed that “Ergenekon,” the recently exposed 
criminal group that enjoyed support of the Turkish military, had prepared a hit list of five 
individuals, including journalist Hrant Dink, Nobel laureate Orhan Pamuk, and Akcam 
himself, all targeted for assassination because they spoke out on the Armenian 
Genocide. They were condemned to death as “Traitors to National Security.” 
In Akcam’s view, this mindset was not simply the perverted view of an isolated terror 
group, but that of Turkey’s legal establishment. During the sentencing of two Turkish- 
Armenian journalists in 2007 for using the term genocide, a Judge ruled that: “Talk 
about genocide, both in Turkey and in other countries, unfavorably affects national 
security and the national interest. The claim of genocide... has become part of and the 
means of special plans aiming to change the geographic, political boundaries of 
 
Turkey... and a campaign to demolish its physical and legal structure.” The ruling further 
stated that the Republic of Turkey is under “a hostile diplomatic siege consisting of 
genocide resolutions.… The acceptance of this claim may lead in future centuries to a 
questioning of the sovereignty rights of the Republic of Turkey over the lands on which it 
is claimed these events occurred.” 



�

According to Akcam, the United States is avoiding the official recognition of the 
Armenian Genocide out of a similar misguided concern for national security in the 
Middle East. He stated that “Morality is a very real issue, and for realpolitik to be 
successful in the region; moral values, in this instance, the specific one of 
acknowledging historic wrongdoings, must be integrated into a policy of national 
security…. Failure to confront history honestly is one of the major reasons for insecurity 
and instability in the region.” 
Akcam revealed that after World War I, Turkey’s leaders, including Mustafa Kemal, 
acknowledged the Armenian massacres and favored the prosecution of their 
perpetrators in order to gain support of the Allies for the preservation of the territorial 
integrity of Ottoman Turkey. 
However, the hopes of Turkey’s leaders were dashed on both counts. The Treaty of 
Sèvres in 1920 called for dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire, while the Istanbul 
Court Martial sentenced to death in absentia the Turkish national leadership, including 
Mustafa Kemal. 
Akcam indicated that the Turkish mindset to this day views “democratization, freedom of 
thought and speech, open and frank debate about history, [and] acknowledgment of 
one’s past historical misdeeds, as a threat to national security. Those who invite society 
to engage in an open examination of the past are therefore labeled ‘traitors’ and made 
targets of smear campaigns -- dragged into courts and prosecuted under Turkish 
Criminal Code Article 301 for ‘insulting Turkishness.’” 
Akcam warned the United States that any policy “that ignores morality and forgets the 
addressing of historic wrongdoings is doomed to fail in the end.” He suggested that 
Turkey should be made to understand that “bullying and threatening others is not the 
behavior of an international actor. Turkey cannot continue with the same repressive 
domestic policies towards its own history and minorities under the guise of national 
security and cannot threaten other countries in expressing their thoughts on 1915, and 
at the same time pretend to be a member of democratic countries in the world. An open, 
official acknowledgment by the US government might force Turkey to understand that 
blackmailing and threatening other states and suppressing and persecuting its own 
intellectuals do not offer solutions for historical problems and for security.” 
At a small gathering, after the May 7 lecture, Akcam disclosed for the first time an 
alarming incident that had taken place in 1995, following a talk he had delivered on the 
Armenian Genocide in Yerevan. At the last minute, he had cautiously decided to give a 
milder version of his prepared remarks. Upon his return to Istanbul, he was shocked 
when confronted at the airport by Turkish police who had in their possession the 
harsher version of his talk. He had handed that original version to Armenian officials -- 
 
the organizers of the Genocide conference. Someone in Armenia must have leaked his 
text to the Turkish authorities. Dr. Akcam was able to save his neck from Turkish 
intelligence agents by showing them the copy of the milder speech that he had actually 
delivered! 
 
Los Angeles 



 
 
 

The Armenian Language 
 Vahan Tekeyan 

 
The Armenian language is an orchard where I walk 
under green trees growing in the shadow of the past. 

The words are clustered fruit I pick one by one. 
 

My Armenian language is a garden I love, that grows 
beside a ruined palace; heavy boughs 

alive with the flow of sap and sun. 
 

I walk the shade of the fruit trees and admire 
their arching branches, their wide roots 
amazed how they weathered the storms 

that felled the vast countryside. 
 

I hold rounded words, fruits both tart 
and sweet with juices uncounted suns made ripe; 

words that anoint the lips, bless that palate 
and give comfort to the heart 









CANCELLED  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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55 east 59th Street 
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12-61 Saddle River Rd,  
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410    
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461 Bergen Blvd,  
Ridgefield, NJ 07657   
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318 27th Street,  
Union City, NJ 07087   
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New Milford, NJ 
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167 North Sixth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York  11201 
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Livingston, NJ 07039   
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38-65  234 Street 
Douglaston, NY  11363 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 
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As we begin our 32ndyear of 
service we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


