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Parev, 

It’s that time of year: 
graduation. Students all over the 
country are graduating from col-
lege and high school, and they are 
filled with a sense of accomplish-
ment and are prepared for the 
challenges that await them in the 
real world. Challenges come in 
many shapes and sizes, and we all 
face our fair share of challenges 
in life. There are also unexpected 
challenges that present them-
selves. These require more 
strength, more determination, and 
more faith to overcome. We wish 
luck to all the graduates as they 
face these challenges, and we 
wish them success in all of their 
endeavors. 

Youth is our nation’s most 
precious asset. The power of the 
youth is more powerful than 
many know, and the future of our 
community and nation is in their 
hands. We hope they realize this 
unique power, and utilize it to the 
best of their ability, contributing 

actively in our community.  
As a people, Armenians 

have come a long way in this 
country, and we have successfully 
strengthened knowledge and ap-
preciation of Armenian values, 
culture, and identity  over the past 
100 years. We need new blood to 
help us move forward and con-
tinue to make progress. The youth 
is the key to this, and we hope 
they will take on leadership posi-
tions and show their commitment 
and dedication to the Armenian 
community.  

Graduation time reminds 
us of the importance of this, and 
we are confident that the class of 
2010 has the ability to further our 
community as a whole in many 
ways. 

 

Congratulations and 
best wishes to all our 

graduates. 

In this issue: 
-Farewell dinner for V. 
Rev.Fr. Haigazoun Najarian 
 
-Hovnanian School Students 
in Armenia 
 
-Happy birthday Aznavour 
 
-Armenian Jewelers Asso-
ciation Annual Dinner Gala 
 
-Metropolitan New York/
New Jersey events ...plus 

We have made it 
easy to subscribe to 
our e-newsletter. It 
is automated now. 
Go to our website 
and simply submit 
your e-mail and en-
joy our weekly 
newsletter—free! 

The eighth grade students and teachers 
of the Hovnanian School, in a photo 

with His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme 
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Arme-

nians. 
The students just got back from a class- 
trip to Armenia. Three of them will join 
us in the studios of WSOU to discuss 

their experiences in Armenia. 
 

Tune in Sunday 
2:00 –4:00 p.m. to 89.5 F.M. 

Or listen us live via the internet  
 

www.ArmenianRadioNJ.com 



Very Reverend Fr. Haigazoun Najarian’s Farewell Dinner 
A Family Event 

 
Upon the invitation of Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate, of the Diocese of the Armenian Church 
of America (Eastern), over 150 attended a farewell dinner in honor of V. R. Fr. Haigazoun Najarian, 
Vicar General of the Eastern Diocese, on Tuesday May 18.   
Kavookjian Auditorium was full of familiar faces representing different organizations: fellow clergy, 
Diocesan Council members, Diocesan staff, FAR, Ambassador Garen Nazarian, Armenia’s ambassador 
to the UN, and friends from New York, New Jersey and Philadelphia. All came to wish Fr. haigazoun 
well, as he assumes his new duties in June, as the Pontifical Legate of Central Europe and Sweden, by 
order of His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians. 
It was a joyous informal family event, with buffet dinner prepared and served by the members of Mami-
gonian Lodge and Anahid Otyag of the Knights and Daughters of Vartan. 
Dr. Raffy Hovanessian, served as Master of Ceremony, introduced the speakers,. Each speaker  repre-
sented a group with which Fr. Haigazoun had worked since coming to the United States in 1986: Dioce-
san Legate Archbishop Vicken Aykazian, Archbishop Yeghishe Kizirian, Oscar Tateosian, Chris 
Zakian, Garnig Nanagoulian, Nubar Kupelian, and Ambassador Nazarian.  
In his address, Father Haigazoun thanked all attendees, and said, “..I will miss you, you have been my 
family for the past 25 years.” He admitted that it was to be a big change, but as a soldier of Christ and 
of the Armenian Church, he was ready to go wherever called. He encouraged all to visit him in Vienna, 
“but not all at the same time”. In his benediction, Serpazan Khajag thanked Fr. Haigazoun for his ser-
vice to the Diocese and wished him well in his new role of Pontifical legate.  

V. R. Fr. Haigazioun Najarian, Vicar General of the Eastern Diocese addressing guests  



V. Rev Fr. Haigazoun & his Godfather Mr. Nazar Nazarian, grand benefactor of our nation 

V. Rev. Fr. Haigazoun with His Excellency Ambassador Garen Nazarian and wife, Nana 



Congratulations to Sevag Markosian  
 
Sevag Markosian graduated ‘magna cum laude’ from Rutgers 
University of New Brunswick, with a degree  in accounting. 
Sevag is the second child of Nubar and Ani Markosian of 
Ridgefield, New Jersey. “He is a member of our radio family 
and has served the community with commitment and dedica-
tion. We are proud of Sevag’s accomplishment and wish him 
well in all his future endeavors.” said Vartan Abdo, director of 
the ARHNJ. 
An e-mail from the Markosian family reads, “He is a brilliant 
student, brother, friend, and son. He is also a DJ, having a love 
for music. Whenever he is at home, he works on his music with 
passion and enthusiasm. We wish him a favorable outcome 
throughout his life and appreciate his success up to this point 
and expect it to continue for the rest of his life. We love you 
Sevag and keep up the superb work!” 

Mr. and Mrs. Nubar & Ani Markosian, 
Sevag with brothers  

Christopher and Shant 



Hovnanian School Eighth Grade Students in Armenia 



 
 
 
 
 

Three eighth-grade-students of the Hovnanian School-   
Chris Diratsaoglu, Melissa Kinoian and Christopher Markosian- 

will be the guest of the radio on Sunday May 23 to discuss their re-
cent trip to Armenia. Each year eighth-grade-students of Hovnanian 
School travel to Armenia and experience the land, water, air and peo-

ple of Armenia for the first time.  
Join us on Sunday between 2:00—4:00 p.m. and listen to the students 

discuss their experiences in Armenia. 



 
 
 
 

Collage of photos of Hovnanian School 
Students in Armenia. Eight students, 
all about to graduate from the Hov-

nanian School this year, made the trip. 
Three of the students will be at the ra-
dio station this coming Sunday to dis-

cuss their experience in Hayasdan 

Hovnanian School Students in Khor Virab— 
an experience they will treasure for life. 



Charles Aznavour was born in 
Paris on May 23, 1924. He made his 
stage debut, dancing and acting, at 
age nine, and has never been  
offstage since. 
 
Some of the things that have been 
said about Aznavour: “France has 
been Aznavourized.”  “Charles 
Aznavour is as vibrant as five 
Beatles,”  “Aznavour is the perfect 
salesman for his own work; his words 
are the pleas of any poor devil, sung 
in the poor devil’s voice.”  He sings 
with a voice which the French  
describe as “après l’amour.” 
 

In 1988, following the devastating 
earthquake in Armenia, he founded 
“Aznavour for Armenia,” and  
recorded “For You Armenia” to raise 
relief funds. In 1975, he had written 
the song “They Fell,” in  
remembrance of the Armenian  
victims of the genocide during World 
War I.  In 1993 the  
Armenian President named him  
Ambassador-at-Large and  
Ambassador at the UNESCO for the 
newly created Republic of  
Armenia. 
 
We honor Aznavour for his  
outstanding humanitarian work in  
Armenia. 

THEY FELL 
 
They fell that year they vanished 
From the earth, 
Never knowing the cause 
Or what laws they offended, 
The women few as well 
And the babies they tendered. 
Left to die left to cry 
All condemned by their birth. 
 
They fell like rain 
Across the thirsty land, 
In their heart they were slain, 
In their God still believing 
All their pity and pain, 
In that season of grieving 
All in vain all in vain 
Just for one helping hand. 
For no one heard their prayers, 
In a world bent on pleasure 
Form others people care 
They simply closed their eyes 
They create a lot of sound 
In jazz and right time measure 
The trumpets screamed till dawn 
To drown the children’s cries. 
 
They fell like leaves 
Its people its prime, 
Simple man kindly man, 
And no one new his crime 
They became in that hour 
Like the small desert flower 
Simply covered by the silent wind 
In sands of time. 

They fell that year 
Before a cruel foe 
They had little to give 
But their lives and their passion, 
And their longing to live 
In their way 
In their fashion 
So their harvest can 
 
Thrive their children can grow. 
They fell like flies 
Their eyes still full of sound 
Like a dove its flight 
In the path of rifle 
That fall down were it might, 
That holds on with its might 
As if death were a trifle 
And to bring to an end 
A life barely begun. 
 
And I am of that race, 
Who died in unknown places 
Who perished in their pride, 
Whose blood in rivers ran, 
In agony and fright 
With courage on their faces 
They went into the night, 
That waits for every man. 
They fell like tears 
And never new what for 
In that summer of strife 
Of massacre and war 
Their only crime was life 
There only guilt was fear 
The children of Armenia 
Nothing less nothing more 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AZNAVOUR  



ANNUAL DINNER GALA OF ARMENIAN JEWELERS ASSOCIA-
TION (AJA) EAST COAST USA - BOSTON CHAPTER 

  
     Armenians have been in jewelry trade since very old times starting from their country and dis-
persed all over worldwide. 
      Presently the number of Armenian Jewelers is estimated over 10.000. 
      There was a tradition that new Armenian immigrants in Diaspora used to knock the doors of Ar-
menian churches, starting from Manchester to Singapore, to get advices and find jobs.Starting the 
20th century, when large numbers of Armenians were dispersed worldwide, second to churches, Ar-
menian jewelers became accessible to newcomers,starting from New York, Boston, Los Angeles, 
Moscow, Paris and in any city where it was easy to knock the doors of an Armenian jeweler. 
If you ask to most of the jewelers in USA the question that how many newcomers they have spon-
sored, to get residency, green card, or to learn jewelry trade or to find a work in a jewelry manufac-
turing factory, they will tell many stories. And this spirit is alive even today. 
       On Saturday, May 1rst 2010,when we attended  the annual DINNER GALA celebration of AJA 
East Coast U.S.A. Boston chapter, we witnessed this spirit in Boston, one of the first places where 
Armenian immigrants, in large numbers, arrived to this historic pilgrim's city, built churches and 
schools, published books and newspapers, founded organizations and contacts with all over dias-
pora, becoming a beacon of light to newly established Armenian communities worldwide, specially 
the Middle East. As an adolescent student in Beirut, I have read so many Armenian  books and peri-
odicals published in Boston, where I still remember 212 Stuart Street Boston (Hairenik) or 755 Mt 
Auburn, St.  Watertown (Baikar). 
    In Boston, in the building of 333 Washington Street, you meet so many Armenian jewelers ( and 
around ), that gives you the impression of a Little Armenia. You feel proud when you knock the door 
of Barmakian Brothers, one of the oldest and greatest Jewelry establishments in  the State of Mas-
sachusetts, with two more jewelry stores around Boston, that occupies architecturally fantastic build-
ings, and looks like more  to a museum, rather then a jewelry exhibition. 
   Over 100 participants. The hall of Middle Eastern Restaurant Byblos was full and under the spon-
sorship of the third  generation Armenian Jeweler in USA, CEO Ara Barmakian Jr. of Barmakian 
Bros. and the presence of AJA central Board Representative, and the first Jewelry  exchange owner 
in Boston, Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Baghdadlian. The atmosphere was friendly and enthousisastic. With DJ 
music, dancing and why not...belly dancing, the participants danced, chatted with each other, took 
pictures until late night. 
   In the meantime, Mr. Souren Maserejian, the spirit of the Boston chapter and the VP of AJA East 
Coast USA did an  opening statement and following Is his message: 
   " Hello everyone. My name is Souren Maserejian.On behalf of the Armenian Jewelers Association, 
East Coast chapter, I am happy to welcome you to our  7th Annual Dinner Gala. I hope you are all 
ready to have some fantastic food and great night of mingling and music. I would like to take this op-
portunity  now to introduce some important  individuals whose hard work and enthusiasm has made 
this evening possible. Ara Barmakian Jr., Chris Kebadjian, Varoujan Oscan, Harout Mouradian and 
Harry Gigian. I would also to recognize the jewelry designers, Mr. Vahe Ghazarian and Esin Guler, 
among us tonight, whose creations you will hopefully see very soon on the AJA website. 
In addition, I would like to recognize an individual, who has 50 years of experience in our industry 
Mr. Bernard Kebadjian, who has achieved great success. Finally, I would like to welcome a very im-
portant individual Mr. Garbis Kazanjian, from New York, who was among the first founders of AJA 
USA who is presently an advisor to the board and director of AJA, handling public relations and fund 
raising. For the past 25 years he has been active in the media  news about Armenia. He is the au-
thor of a book, " The First Two Years of Independent Armenia". 
He happens to be involved in the jewelry business this is more than 25 years. Thank you Garbis for 
being with us tonight. At this time, it is my pleasure to invite Mr. Paul Minoyan, the president of Ar-
menian Jewelry Association of East Coast  chapter to give his message. Thank you all for being 
here tonight." 
    



In his message, Mr. Paul Minoyan welcomed the Armenian Jewelers and their friends for attending 
tonight and supporting this wonderful event. He thanked  Mr. Souren Maserejian, Vice President of 
Boston chapter and Chris Kebadjian, advisor, for the hard work they put together  this wonderful 
evening. He also welcomed the AJA New York board members that attended the event,  
Mr. Hagop Baghdadlian, Mr. Joe Taktajian and director of AJA East Coast Mr. Garbis Kazanjian. He 
reported that Mr. Onnig Chopjian,  VP of Detroit chapter, Mr. Shant Haytayan, President of East 
Coast AJA chapter wished good luck and enjoyment tonight. 
   Mr. Minoyan mentioned that AJA USA  started  about 10 years ago. He resembled AJA as being 
the steel beems of a building and today the structure is a tall tower of about 10,000 jewelers world-
wide and wished that every jeweler  to become a member of AJA,  to rely on us for information and 
we feel proud to help every member. Our latest development he said is the website, which is a tool 
to connect all jewelers, East Coast and International and invited all Armenian Jewelers worldwide to 
register their company names and addresses for free. 
He thanked all the members and guests and wished them luck for the coming months and years to 
follow. 
Garbis Kazanjian, Director, AJA East Coast USA.  







This poem is dedicated to all the graduates wishing them all a successful 
and meaningful ‘climbing’  

 
 

Climbing 
By Vahan Tekeyan 

 
Climb if you must, pick the mountain to dare 
and other climbers to accompany you there. 

How far and where? You know where. 
 

Believing you can, pack and ascend, 
climbing a rarefied, shivering air. 

Certainly alone and deserted by then. 
 

If the climbers with you had been roped 
each to each as a team, then the goal, 

or love could be reached with the slope. 
 

The bleak crest would become the “ideal”; 
if there were eyes and hearts to share 

it, you could accept its conquest as real 
 

But life is illusion. The only truth within 
it is climbing. The quest has no end. 

But you have a choice, except to begin. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Paramus, NJ 07652   
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12-61 Saddle River Rd,  
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410    
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461 Bergen Blvd,  
Ridgefield, NJ 07657   
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318 27th Street,  
Union City, NJ 07087   
201-864-2480 
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817 River Road 
New Milford, NJ 
201-967-594 
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167 North Sixth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York  11201 
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Rte 9W-E Clinton Av.  
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
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Livingston, NJ 07039   
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38-65  234 Street 
Douglaston, NY  11363 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 

�
-����������������9
��	��

>�:@�7A�01&�
'B44)/B44������

�
5�������������
����
8
� ���C
<
�?�
���

'B,4������
�

5����������%��
��
1%���������
��
��

'B'4������
�

D-����������-� ���E��
��	
��� �?�
��

(B44������
�

����������
�2
9��5����� �

As we begin our 31st year of ser-
vice we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


