
Congratulations to the six Armenian  
Ellis Island Medal of Honor Awardees 2010 

 Adrienne Alexanian   Bedros Oruncakciel        Annie Totah   

 Kevork Atinizian         Vartkes Yeghiayan   Sarkis Bedevian 
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Parev, 
 
On May 8, 2010 –the Armenian 
heroes on Ellis Island were  
Adrienne Alexanian, Sarkis Bede-
vian, Kevork Atinizian, Annie 
Totah, Varkes Yeghiayan and 
Bedros Oruncakciel– they pa-
raded alongside their 106 col-
leagues- recipients of the Ellis 
Island Medal of Honor and  
accepted all the praise and medal 
they deserve. All of them have a 
success story and a life of giving 
back to their country and commu-
nity. The have also led an exem-
plary life actively participating in 
the world around them and mak-
ing sure that the world is a better 
place.  
 
Their parents and grandparents 
had arrived on Ellis Island under 
completely different conditions. 
No longer were they referred as 
the ‘starving’ Armenian and 
 ‘persecuted’ Armenians – they 
stood as ‘proud’ and ‘striving’ 
Armenians.  

Americans who rose to great 
heights who spoke about the 
American dream that is open to 
all. Congratulations! 
 
On May 7, 2010, as a member of 
the CIS, the Armenians were well 
represented at a concert at the 
United Nations marking the end 
of the second World War II.  Led 
by His Excellency Karen 
Nazarian and his wife Nana, some 
20 Armenians attended the  
celebration. Earlier that same 
week special sessions were held 
at the United Nations to mark the 
end of World War II.  
 
Finally, we bring to your attention 
the latest book  of Agop  
Hacikyan, The Lamppost Diary. 
This book may be of special inter-
est to many men who welcomed 
their adolescence in the middle 
eastern countries and especially in 
Turkey. Agop Hacikyan is the 
best we have and we congratulate 
him for his literary works. 

In this issue: 
 
 
-Ellis Island Medal of Honor Award 
ceremony 
 
-Concert at the UN  
marking the end of World War II 
 
-AGAU Scholarship awards 
 
-St. Nersess Graduates 
 
-Community events 
 
 
 
 

Right- The Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor Ceremony was held on May 
8, 2010. Check more photos of this 

unique and very colorful event. 

 

NOTE: 
 
 

Our May 16 program will 
begin late, following a base-

ball game that will be 
broadcast live 



ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF HONOR AWARDS CEREMONY 
 
 
On May 8th, 2010 Ellis Island was alive with celebration.  The 2010 Medal of Honor awardees gathered to-
gether along with other notables and celebrities to receive their award. The celebration of this momentous 
achievement began at the Ritz Carlton in Battery Park and moved onto Ellis Island itself. When one pictures 
Ellis Island, one pictures a bustle of people – tired after their long journey into this country. Surrounded by 
luggage and flipping through paperwork they entered America in the hopes of building a great life for them-
selves and their family.  The “starving” Armenians were among them. On May 8th, Ellis Island was an entirely 
different picture. The black tie event featured the “striving” Armenians. Those Armenian medal of honor re-
cipients and guests are examples of just how far we all have come as a people. Surrounded by joy, friendship, 
and an atmosphere alive with celebration we gathered to recognize achievements that represent the success of 
our people. 
One common thread among the Armenians recipients is that almost all of them were not born in this county. 
They emigrated here in pursuit of the American dream. Their journey from rags to riches was epitomized last 
night in the loveliness of the event. 







A Colorful and Moving Parade of Military  
Presence During The Award Ceremony 







Youth Symphony Orchestra of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States performed at the United Nations General Assembly Hall in 

New York City to mark the  
65th anniversary of the end of World War II 

 
The evening of May 7, 2010 was host to an event who’s resonating message of positivity found home in 
the spirits of all who were present that night. In a concert that unified the spirits of different nations, the 
Youth Symphony Orchestra of the Commonwealth of Independent States performed at the United Na-
tions General Assembly Hall in New York City. 11 different countries—Russia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine - were repre-
sented by over 90 young performers who awed all present with their talents. If any of the performers 
were nervous before this packed house, they certainly did not show it. Rather, they showed immense tal-
ent and refinement that warranted a standing ovation. The evening began with messages by UN diplo-
mats and  by Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations. The inspiring music which they 
produced is the manifestation of the togetherness of the countries represented. It allows us a fleeting 
glimpse into just what can be accomplished when different people are united for one purpose. The event 
was dedicated to the 65th anniversary of the end of World War II. All present were filled with apprecia-
tion for those who served, and thankfulness at the sacrifices they have made. We were happy to honor 
them just as they have honored us.   There is no more fitting way to remember the past than to be 
graced with the talent of the youth as we are inspired by them to make this world a better one.  The 
Youth Symphony Orchestra was conducted by Vladimir Sipakov who drove the evening with elegant 
purpose.  A contingent of Armenia was present at the concert; lead by his Excellency Karen Nazarian, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations and his wife Nana Nazarian. We are 
thankful to be well-represented by their graciousness and magnetism. 
Following this night, we find ourselves faced with the challenge to transcend this unifying of spirit into 
our daily and political lives. 



Left– Right: Ambassador Karen Nazarian and wife Nana with proud World War II veterans who 
proudly displayed their medals 
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United Nations, NY: The United Nations Thursday marked the 65th anniversary of the end of the Second World War by paying 
homage to the "extraordinary bravery" of those who waged the "epic struggle for freedom and liberation" and vowing to banish the 
prospect of a repeat of such a scourge. 

"It is fitting, today, that we commemorate the war's end at a moment when nations are gathered to advance the cause of peace," UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told a commemorative special session of the General Assembly, citing the five-yearly review con-
ference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) currently under way. 

"The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is also a document of hope, a vision for a nuclear-weapon-free world," he said. "Thank you 
for helping us to remember the past, so that we may better shape our future." 

The secretary-general, who last month praised the agreement by Russia and the United States to reduce their nuclear arsenals, told 
reporters afterwards that progress was being made along the road to a nuclear weapons-free future. "I am confident that we will con-
tinue to do so, if only because we must," he said. 

In his address to the General Assembly, he recited a litany of major battles, horrors and terrible costs of the war. "The names and 
places resonate, despite the passing of many years -- Stalingrad and Kursk, Auschwitz and Dachau (death camps), D-Day and the 
final battle for Berlin," he said. 

"Its cost was beyond calculation, beyond comprehension -- 40 million civilians dead, 20 million soldiers, nearly half of those in the 
Soviet Union alone. Those were years of unspeakable atrocities, of lost faith and lost humanity," he said. "Those years saw extraordi-
nary bravery, as well. World War II was one of the most epic struggles for freedom and liberation in history. And in the end, ideal-
ism had its triumph, too." 

He stressed that the end of the war coincided with the San Francisco conference that established the UN "an organization founded on 
that most human of hopes, an end to the 'scourge of war' ." 

Acting Assembly President Abdalmahmoud Mohamad, the Sudanese UN ambassador, said the commemoration was a wake-up call 
to intensify efforts to settle all disputes by peaceful means. 

"As we celebrate the end of one of the deadliest conflicts in human history, we also reflect on the immeasurable human cost of war," 
he added. "Collectively, and with the needed political will, we can reinforce international peace and security around the globe, and 
ensure a better future for the coming generations ..." 

"The international community has strived to achieve progress towards reconciliation, cooperation and the promotion of democratic 
values, human rights and fundamental freedoms," he said. "We must renew this commitment. We must continue our path towards a 
world that reigns with peace, security and prosperity for all. Today's meeting is an excellent opportunity to renew our resolve to 
achieve this goal." 

Although the Second World War continued in Asia until August 1945 beyond May's end of fighting in Europe, the General Assem-
bly unanimously resolved in March to hold a special solemn meeting in the second week of May "in commemoration of all victims 
of the war. 



Left-Right: Andreas Roubian, Priya Katragadda, Irin a Lazarian, Adrine Abdo 

The young and talented Armenian musicians of The CIS Youth Symphony Orchestra 
with Adrine Abdo 





The Armenian General Athletic Union Alumni Association Will Award 
Eleven Deserving Armenian High School seniors over $16,500.00 in 

Scholarships 
 

By: Cynthia P. Khorozian 
 
The 48th Annual AGAU Alumni Association Awards luncheon will be held on Sunday, June 27, 2010, at the 
Landmark II, Route 17 South, East Rutherford, NJ; beginning at 11:45am to 4:00pm.  This will be in conjunc-
tion with the 61st Anniversary of the person of the year award to be presented to Joyce Shenloogian for over 25 
years of service to the Armenian/American and AGBU Antranig Dance Ensemble.  This event will be high-
lighted by presenting eleven scholarships for academic achievements, as well as community service, in order to 
encourage continuing higher educational aspirations for our youth. Their names, parent’s names, and colleges 
they will be attending are as follows: Mark Arakelian graduates River Dell High School, attending College of 
New Jersey in the fall, son of Charles and Kay Arakelian of Oradell, NJ.  Sarah Boorujy graduates Whippany 
Park High School, attending Moorabian College in the fall, daughter of Peter and Patricia Burujy of Whippany, 
NJ.  Alex Deravanesian graduates New Milford High School, attending Kean College, son of JorJik and Diana 
Deravanesian of New Milford, NJ. Jessica DeVries graduates Rocksbury High School, attending Fashion Insti-
tute of Technology, NYC, daughter of Jack and Lisa (Chopoorian) DeVries of Roxbury, NJ.  Michael Donofrio 
graduates Bergen Catholic High School, attending Montclair State University, son of Edward and Dawn 
(Frougy) Donofrio of Saddle Brook, NJ. Haig Gulian graduates Cliffside Park High School, attending Rutgers 
University, son of Hirant and Ruby Gulian of Cliffside Park, NJ.  Briette Karanfilian graduates Bergen County 
Academics of Hackensack, attending Lafayette College, daughter of Paul and Lauren Karanfilian of Oradell, 
NJ.  Michael Habibian graduates Bergen Catholic High School, attending College of New Jersey, son of George 
and Armine Habibian of Paramus, NJ.  Christopher Shalian graduates Bergen Catholic High School, attending 
Rutgers University, son of Vasken and Linda Shalian of New Milford, NJ.  Karni Semerjian graduates West-
wood High School, attending Boston College, daughter of Onnig and Ani Semerjian of Westwood, NJ.  Lucy 
Yeghiazaryan graduates West Milford High School, attending William Paterson College, daughter of Mels and 
Karine Yeghiazaryan of Hewitt, NJ. 
Y-Y Yeghiazaryan sisters will provide a musical entertainment; past recipients Sona and Tatev, will have their 
sister Lucine join them as a recipient in 2010. 
We cordially invite friends and family to contact Mrs. Alice Shenloogian, 216 Hamilton Avenue, Hasbrouck 
Heights, NJ 07604 or call 201-288-4732 for any details.  Donations will be $37.00 per person and are tax de-
ductible.  Please make reservations by June 18, 2010.  No tickets will be sold at the door. 
Joyce Tamesian-Shenloogian has served as Artistic Director of the AGBU Antranig Dance Ensemble for 25 
years.  In that time she has collaborated to bring six entirely new dance productions to stage, has led the group 
through tours of the United States, Armenia, Europe, and has played Hostess to over half of the 300 young men 
and women who have performed in the ensemble since the inception.  Joyce can truly be called the embodiment 
of the Antranig experience.  She’s been a member of the group since the origins in the early 1970’s.  From hum-
ble beginnings as a back-row teenager to primary female soloist, then Assistant Dance Director, and of course 
now the Artistic Directory of the group.  Joyce Steadily worked her way up the ladder and excelled in every 
way.  Being a professional in her field of Dance Education/Dance Performance and Choreography, received a 
Masters Degree in Performing Arts, Speech and Theatre from Montclair State University.  Joyce’s unique abil-
ity to work with the young members and give the time and patience to mature as dancers has been the founda-
tion of her success.  It is a fitting tribute from the Armenian/American communities that has been so dear to her 
heart. 
We also ask that you join us in our mission, to continue the hard work of founding fathers in order to perpetuate 
their efforts to further help our future generation, of young Armenians.  All donations go directly to our Schol-
arship fund and will be greatly appreciated.  We are very few in number, doing very great things in a difficult 
time. 
AGAU Executive Board: Irene Khorozian, President; Rose Kirian, Vice President; Diane Burgraf and Alice 
Shenloogian, Recording Secretaries; Mary Varteresian, Corresponding Secretary; Grace Hagopian, Treasurer; 
Vivian Hovsepian, Typist; Cynthia P. Khorozian, Publicity/Typist. 
AGAU Scholarship Committee:  Grace Hagopian, Floraine Halejian, June Kashishian and Senior Advisor Vir-
ginia Shenloogian. 



Justin Avedis Ajamian 
 
 

The Four Graduates of St. Nersess Seminary  

Vahagn Azizyan 

         Benjamin Rith-Najarian  

         Leon Khoja-Eynatyan 



 This year St. Nersess will be graduating four outstanding young men at its annual Commencement Exercises 
on May 22, 2010: Justin Avedis Ajamian, Benjamin Rith-Najarian, Leon Khoja-Eynatyan, and Vahagn 
Azizyan. Our graduates have completed a 3-4 year Master's level program that is preparing them to be or-
dained as priests in the Armenian Church. All of our graduates will be ordained before long, after they have 
completed a period of internship in one of the parishes of the Eastern Diocese under the supervision of one of 
our experienced parish priests. Each is associated with the Eastern Diocese and will be serving one of its par-
ishes as the priest. 
 
     
St. Nersess is a small but critically important institution of the Armenian Church In America. Founded almost 
50 years ago by Abp. Tiran Nersoyan, its mission is to provide graduate theological training according to the 
tradition of the Armenian Church to American-Armenian young men who have discerned the vocation to serve 
the Armenian Church and people as priests. To date, the Seminary has graduated 43 clergy who are currently 
serving the Armenian Church, mostly in the Eastern Diocese, but also in the Western Diocese, Iraq and Great 
Britain. Dozens of men and women graduates have gone on to serve the Church in non-ordained ministries 
such as Christian Education, Armenian Studies and Youth Ministry. The largest Armenian Churches in the 
United States have St. Nersess alumni serving as their clergy. 
 
The mission of the Seminary is unique and critical to the health and vitality of the Armenian Church in North 
America. St. Nersess students benefit from educational and other resources available only in the western 
world. More important, St. Nersess students are given specific skills to transmit the rich spiritual and theologi-
cal heritage and Christian culture of the Armenian Church to our people in North America, where the sociocul-
tural environment and religious marketplace present grave challenges to the survival of the Armenian Church 
and culture. 
  
V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, Dean of St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 
 
A native of Fort Worth, Texas, V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan is Dean and Professor of Liturgical Studies at St. 
Nersess Armenian Seminary in New Rochelle, New York, from which he is also a 1989 alumnus. Fr. Daniel is 
a vartabed of the Armenian Church and member of the brotherhood of the Holy See of Etchmiadzin. Fr. 
Daniel earned his doctorate in Liturgical Studies from the Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome, where he stud-
ied under the renowned scholar of eastern liturgy, Robert Taft. SJ. He also earned a Master’s degree in musi-
cology from the City University of New York. Fr. Daniel has published numerous articles in scholarly journals 
and books, and served as the general editor of the Divine Liturgy book that is used throughout the Eastern Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of America, and which is about to see its second revised edition. His latest book 
entitled, Frequently-Asked Questions on the Badarak: The Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Church, is due to be 
released this month. 
          
Fr. Daniel serves as recurring Visiting Professor of Theology at the University of Notre Dame (South Bend, 
Indiana), and has lectured throughout the United States, as well as in Armenia, Italy, Greece, Lebanon, Swe-
den, Slovakia and Russia. He is a member of several scholarly and ecumenical associations. 
           
For seven years Fr. Daniel served as visiting pastor of St. Sarkis Armenian Church in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina. During his pastorate the mission parish grew into a full-fledged parish and it built a sanctuary and hall. 
  

St. Nersess Commencement May 22, 2010 
Four Graduates  
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ARMENIAN ENGINEERS AND SCIENTISTS OF AMERICA NY- NJ 
SECTION 

 
Invites you to a special First Year AESA-NY-NJ 

Section Anniversary celebration and illustrated presentation: 
 

The Cosmic Ray Division (CRD)  
of Yerevan Physics Institute in Armenia 

 

Center of Excellence,  Among the top 5 in the World. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thursday evening, May 20, 2010,  
 

6:00 PM Social Hour Celebrating AESA NY-NJ Anniversary 
 

7:00 – 8:00 PM Illustrated Presentation – The CRD 
Anahid Yeremian and Joseph Dadigian 

 
Columbia University in Mudd SW room 826 

2960 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027-6902 

 
Please RSVP to help determine the attendees count to:setianah@gmail.com 
For additional information visit: aesa-ny-nj@googlegroups.com or contact: 

Aram Setian, President AESA NY-NJ:  
Tel.: (201) 755-3331, E-Mail: setianah@gmail.com 

Dr. Garo Khanarian, Vice President AESA NY-NJ 
Tel.: (609) 213-5754, E-Mail: gkhanarian@gmail.com 

Vahan Tanal, Chairman Mentoring Committee AESA NY-NJ: 
Tel.: (917) 705-0875, E-Mail: vahan@vtanalconsulting.com 



NJ 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 
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As we begin our 31st year of ser-
vice we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


