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“There is only one pretty

child in the world, and

every motherhas it.”
~Chinese Proverb

Parev, Their achievements in fos-
Mother's Day is May 8 tering the physical and spiritual
this year. There is no better way tquellbeing of the child are price-
celebrate the future of our nation |ess gifts for which we are forever
than by honoring mothers, from  grateful. We have included a se-

whom new life springs. Fostering Jection of poems in this newsletter
the continuity of our people and to honor mothers.

encouraging life to go on, mothers

are the support system of the family Also, on May 8" celebra-

in its most basic and fundamental tions will be taking place on Ellis
element. If life were a chain, let Island as Ellis Island Medal of

mothers be the links. They keep tHaonor awardees will be recog-
chain of life ever lasting, and en- nized for their achievements and
sure its polish and clarity. As we contributions to this great coun-
move into the future, let us cele- [ry- And their respective commu-
brate the gifts that mother’s are toNities. This year, 6 Armenians
each of us and to each of our famiWill receive the award, represent-
lies. Every mother sacrifices hersdffd the growth and stability of

to ensure a better life for her chil- Armenia. They also represent our
dren. We owe so much to mothergihwavering spirit to positively
especially those who grew out of impact the present and the coun-
the tragedy that befell us 95 yearstries in which we live.

ago.

At Right: Who is this—]
young musician and the
kids around him? Where

are they practicing?
Check the inside pages tq
find out!
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April 30, 2010: 108th Annual Diocese Assembly inlEicago

At Right:

Benefactor Harry Toufayan the

Armenian “Man of the Year”
Congratulations Harry!!!

Bottom:
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
Re-elected Primate of the Diocgse
of the Armenian Church

of America.
Archbishop Khajag was first
elected to the post of Primate in
1990 and is serving his fifth fou

year term.
Congratulations Archbishop

Khajag Barsamian!!!
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Pictures from the Harry and Suzanne Toufaya

Youth Center, Armenia

These photos were taken in Arme
a few days ago. The Harry and S
anne Toufayan Youth Center prg
vides after school activities for ov
seven hundred children around

Etchmiadzin, Armenia.







May 3, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD-WINNING ACTRE SS JANE SEYMOUR &
HER HUSBAND ACADEMY AWARD-WINNING DIRECTOR JAMES
KEACH, EMMY-AWARD WINNING ACTOR ROBERT LOGGIA
& FORMER MLB ALL-STAR MIKE PIAZZA TO JOIN OTHER ELL 1S 1IS-

LAND MEDALS OF HONOR RECIPIENTS AT MEDIA RECEPTIONS
HOSTED BY THE NATIONAL ETHNIC COALITION OF ORGANIZA -
TIONS (NECO) IN BATTERY PARK ON FRIDAY, MAY 7 & SAT URDAY,
MAY 8

NECO To Present The 25th Annual Ellis Island Medals  Of Honor On Saturday,
May 8 At 6:30 PM On Ellis Island To Leaders Of Ente rtainment, Business, Gov-
ernment, Military, Education, Sports, Media, Health  care & Other Industry Lead-

ers

Ellis Island Medals Of Honor Ceremony Pays Tribute To American Citizens Of
Diverse Ethnic Origins Whose Influence & Achievemen  ts Inspire & Touch the
Lives of People Everywhere

Who: Ellis Island Medals of Honor Recipients __ (including):
Jane Seymour, Golden Globe Aw ard-Winning Actress
James Keach, Academy Award-Wi nning Director
Robert Loggia, Emmy Award-Winning Actor
Mike Piazza, Former MLB All-S tar (NY Mets)
Dominic Chianese, Award-Winni ng Actor
Rod Gilbert, NHL Hall-of-Fame & President., NY Rangers Alumni Ass'n
Anthony Munoz, NFL Hall-of-Fa mer & President, Anthony Munoz Ass'n
Denis McGowan, Chief, US Depa rtment of Homeland Security
William Ryan, Chairman, TD Ba nk
Francis Pearn, Managing Direc tor, J.P. Morgan
Mohshen Moazami, Corporate VP , CISCO
The Honorable Rosemary Barket t, US Circuit Court Judge
Ruth Simmons, President, Brow n University
Raymond Diaz, Assistant Chief , NYPD
Rosemonde Pierre-Louis, Manha ttan Deputy Borough President
Bert Sugar, Boxing Writer & S ports Historian
Marvin Scott, Co-Emcee, Ellis Island Medals of Honor

&nb sp; Tom Dreesen, Co-Emcee, Ellis Island Medals of Honor
& Many More
What: 25™ Annual Ellis Island Medals of Honor Ceremony & Gal  a

When & Where:

- Friday, May 7 @ 6-8 p.m. (Pre-Cel ebration Recept ion), National Museum
of the American Indian, US Customs House, One Bowli  ng Green (across from Bat-
tery Park)

- Saturday, May 8 @ 4-5 p.m. (Media Reception), The Ritz-Carlton New
York, Battery Park, 2nd Floor

- Saturday, May 8 @ 6:30 p.m. (Elli s Island Medals of Honor Ceremony &
Gala Dinner, Ellis Island***






Below is a sample of a passport which each attendewitee is expected to have
to join in the celebration. Among the members of ta board of directors is
Helena Irma Der Stepanian—Criteria for Medalists and the history of
NECO is also summarized in the passport.




ARMENIAN ELLIS ISLAND
MEDAL OF HONOR
AWARDEES 2010

MS. ADRIENNE ALEXANIAN,

MR. SARKIS BEDEVIAN,

MR. BEDROS S. ORUNCAKCIEL,
MS. ANNIE S. TOTAH
MR. VARTKES YEGHIAYAN ESQ.

KEVORK ATINIZIAN

Be sure to check the newsletter next week for a pho  to collage
of the highlights of the awardees and the event!




The following poems are dedicated to our mothers

Happy Mothers Day!!!
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One of the jewels of Armenian poetry is Barouyr Seag’s A Mother’'s Hands
It is a fact that a lot get’s lost in translationsand yet this translation captures the essence ofélpoem.
We recommend you read it to your mother or grandmadber on Mother’s Day.

A Mother’'s Hands
By Barouyr Sevag

Ah these hands, a mother’s hands,
Ancient and yet always new hands.
What can you say that these hands have

not done?
During her wedding, how they did dance
these hands,
With such gracefulness and dreams.
What can you say that these hands have
not done?
They never let the light die out, these
hands,
When the first child was born,
He was nurtured on her sunny milk.
What can you say that these hands have
not done?
They have born deprivations and great
worries, these hands,
Always with a sea of silence and patience.
What can you say that these hands have
not done?
Until they became grandma hands,
these hands,
These old hands, their strength diminished,
But with a new grandchild, their
strength replenished.

They have pushed over rocks and
moved mountains, these hands,
How much, how much we need these
hands,

Powerful hands , holy hands.
Come today, let us kiss these hands,
That brought us into the world and fed
us,

That defended us and took care of us,
That never get tired of us,
Always cleaning, always creating,
Endlessly judging, endlessly working,
These hands.

Be they cracked and rough,

But for us, always hands smooth as silk






A Mother’s Heart
By Avedik Issahakian

There is an old story
About a boy
An only son
Who fell in love with a girl.

“You don’t love me,
You never did,” said the girl.
“But if you do, go then
And bring me your mother’s heart.”

Downcast and distraught
The boy walked off
And after shedding many tears
Came back to his love.

The girl was angry
When she saw him thus
And said, “Don’t you date come back again
Without your mother’s heart.”

The boy went and killed
A mountain roe deer
And presented its heart
To the one he adored.

But again she was angry
And said, “Get out of my sight.
| told you what | want
Is your mother’s heart.”

The boy went and killed
His mother, and as he ran
With her heart in his hand

He slipped and fell.

“My dear child,

My poor child,”
Cried the mother’s heart.
Did you hurt yourself?”




Filial Love
By Avedik Issahakian

There was once a mother with four sons.
One a renowned scholar
Teacher at a university;

The other a man of the cloth
Most devout and pure in thought;
The third a wealthy merchant
Big deals and large profits;
But the last... a poor wanderer
Penniless and miserable.

When death arrived as it must
The mother’s last wish came to pass
All four sons appeared one by one.
The scholar composed a funeral oration,
The priest read an eloquent prayer,
The merchant left a big sum,
But it was the poor, wandering son
Who gave her his broken heart.

My Grandmother
By Hamo Sahian

She is the mother continent
In the universe of my memory;

The novel, from which
Not one line has been written;

The legend that lives and breathes
But has not been told

My grandmother is the mother
Continent, waiting, in my memory




Armenian Martyr's Day Commemoration in Istanbul, Tu rkey
April 24, 2010

April 24, 2010
Remembering
the Armenian

genocide Iin the
heart of down-
town Istanbul

Taksim Square

First time since 95 years; April 24 2010 was remered in Istanbul by Human Right Activist.
Below is a slide show to reflect this historicakat

Many famous Turkish journalist & authors are in fhetures as well as some Armenians that




“Preservation of the features of Armenian
|dentity in Mixed Marriages”

By Meliné Karakashian, PhD

This is to inform the NJ-NY community through th&HK of a very interesting event taking
place in Yerevan today and tomorrow. The Ministhyiaspora has organized a workshop/
conference on Preservation of the features of “Axiane Identity in Mixed Marriages.”

In her opening remarks, Dr. Hranoush Hagopyan, $timistated that since confronting the in-
creasing nature of mixed marriages in the Diaspomapossible, she invited experts, profes-
sors/researchers and academicians to study th&eprab a workshop and to offer sugges-
tions.

She mentioned Levon Shant’s term, “yerg-getsootyoeferring to mixed marriages, and the
great benefactor, Alexaner Mantashian’s insistéhaehis sons marry Armenians, lest they
dysinherit his wealth. However, she assertedtréred throughout the world is toward mixed
marriages and rather than fight the trend, we shenlbrace mixed marriages and help the
children develop Armenian identities. “It is nbetr fault,” she added that they are in the Di-
aspora! We have to help them stay Armenian. We b@aexpress appreciation for their efforts
to maintain the Armenian culture.”

Dr. Ashod Melconyan, chair of the workshop in msaductory remarks, pointed out, “We
should be careful not to hurt our diasporan Armesiigeelings” by criticizing them. The fo-
cus, he stressed is the Armenian identity.

The workshop is studying various current issuel Wie attendance of mainly academics from
Armenia, some from Europe and a few from the USAis afternoon, the presentations will
address issues pertaining to Armenians living enfdtrmer Soviet states.

Nanor Haroutunian, 15, was the

guest of the Armenian Radio Hour of New
Jersey on May 2, 2010, where she sang the
Mer Hairenik. Nanor is very involved in the
Armenian community and has danced in the
Shushi Dance Ensemble for the past 8 years.

Nanor stated, “l was very nervous singing in
front of thousands of people... | prepared day
and night”. The video of the entire interview is
archived on our website.
www.ArmenianRadioNJ.com



On Thursday May 6, 2010 Mrs. Silvia Setrakian, wasionored at the
Mother’s Day Luncheon that was sponsored by the
Hovnanian School PTO. (Photos) Silvia Setrakian thaking all present;
with daughter; with friends. CONGRATULATIONS SILVIA!






Armenian Photographer, Haik Kocharian, Takes Viewes “Through
A Window” in Positive Kids 3: Through Their Eyes

African Services Committee, in collaboration withrdenian-born photographer,

Haik Kocharian, is proud to presdpbsitive Kids 3: Through Their Eyes a pho-

tographic exhibition and cocktail reception benefjtAfrican Services Pediatric

HIV programs in Ethiopia.

In collaboration with African Services Committeedarhe James Cohan Gallery,

Kocharian will present a photographic exhibitiorfr@im his recent trip to Ethio-

pia.In the event’s third year, African Services Comeethas teamed up with Ko-

charian to put a face to the widening circle ofdi@n and their families who

against all odds are now thriving thanks to actes$4lV treatment and small busi-

ness loans from African Services’ Positive Kidsrd@geAttendees will get a raw

and inspiring look at the families benefiting frahe work of African Services’

through the lens of Kocharian.

“I have long had an interest in Ethiopia,” Kocharexplains when asked about his

involvement in the project. “It has a lot of sintitees to Armenia, where | was

born...the strong Christian Orthodox influence, itsikar alphabet, and land-

locked geography. When | joined with African Seeg@ long-time dream and Self Portraitby Haik Kocharian
desire became a purpose.”

Since 2003, African Services Committee has workethe frontlines of the global HIV pandemic in Etpia.
With three community-based HIV clinics in operati&&C has provided testing and care to over 80p@@0d
ple. Kocharian was given rare behind-the-scenessadnto the lives of the children and familieaddiing
from the treatment and care provided by Africarv®es’, and with this he presents the power aniliease
of his subjects.

“I would like people to have an opportunity to lotbkough a window with me,” ex-

plains Kocharian about the exhibition. “We are simgasimple stories of children

and their families as they struggle, yet they aoking optimistically toward the fu-

ture. | hope people will make an emotional conmegtand realize that at the core

we are all the same, and we all need each otheredghing out and helping, we are

all improving our own lives, and ultimately creafia better world.”

Born in Armenia, Haik Kocharian has lived in NewrK&ity since 1996. With both

parents involved in film and theater, he naturghgvitated to the Armenian Theater

Academy where he graduated in 1996. Kocharian pdrélm directing at Brooklyn

College where he eventually shifted the focus efdtiudies to photography; ulti-

mately creating a unique photojournalistic stylatttombines all of these influ-

ences. Kocharian has acted in 2 French films, haduged 6 short films and contin-

ues to pursue projects in both film and fine atpgraphy .Kocharian's work has

been exhibited in notable venues around the calding New York’s 92YTribeca,

Robin Rice Gallery, Galerie Mourlot, Village QuWriter's Space, Soho Photo Gallery, and the leggnda
Puck Building. Additionally, his images have alseh widely published in international magazinehsag
Smithsonian Magazine, EllandMadame Figaro

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION BY HAIK KOCHARIAN

"THROUGH THEIR EYES"
MAY 17, 2010 7-9PM

JAMES COHAN GALLERY
533 WEST 26TH STREET, NEW YORK NY 10001

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!
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ARMENIAN ENGINEERS AND SCIENTISTS OF AMERICA NY- NJ
SECTION

Invites you to a special First Year AESA-NY-NJ
Section Anniversary celebration and illustrated preentation:

The Cosmic Ray Division (CRD)
of Yerevan Physics Institute in Armenia

Center of Excellence, Among the top 5 in the World

Thursday evening, May 20, 2010,
6:00 PM Social Hour Celebrating AESA NY-NJ Anniveasy

7:00 — 8:00 PM lllustrated Presentation — The CRD
Anahid Yeremian and Joseph Dadigian

Columbia University in Mudd SW room 826
2960 Broadway
New York, NY 10027-6902

Please RSVP to help determine the attendees amgetianah@gmail.com
For additional information visitaesa-ny-nj@googlegroups.can contact:
Aram Setian, President AESA NY-NJ:
Tel.: (201) 755-3331, E-Mail: setianah@gmail.com
Dr. Garo Khanarian, Vice President AESA NY-NJ
Tel.: (609) 213-5754, E-Mail: gkhanarian@gmail.com
Vahan Tanal, Chairman Mentoring Committee AESA NY-N
Tel.: (917) 705-0875, E-Mail: vahan@vtanalconsugticom
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BERGEN COUNTY EXECUTIVE
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE

Jason Dale, PRESS SECRETARY

jdale@co.bergen.nj.us
PHONE (201) 336-7339 * FAX (201) 336-7304

May 3, 2010 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BERGEN COUNTY COMMEMORATES 95 ""ANNIVERSARY OF
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

(HACKENSACK) — Bergen County Executive Dennis McNerney andBbard of Chosen Freeholders hosted a Commemoration
Ceremony for Armenian Genocide Victims. The eweas held near the Armenian Genocide Memorial momijaedicated in
July 1990 by the Knights of Vartan, Bakradouny Led\p. 38.

“This ghastly slaughter of 1.5 million ranks amahg most horrific events in modern history,” saidMérney. “It serves as a
reminder of our troubled past rife with intoleraraz@ persecution and brings us closer togetheitiasres of the world.”

The atrocities of the Armenian Genocide, the fifsthe 2¢" Century, were a sinister and nefarious, delibexatesystematic de-
struction of a people that occurred during andrafferld War |, and as a result of these atrocitiesintless people were uprooted
from their homes, forced to march hundreds of mieprived of food and water and massacred indiseately of age or gender.

The Genocide Memorial here in Bergen County wasdditke first on public property in the United $siand was erected
through funds raised by The Knights of Vartan. iDgithe event, County Executive McNerney issuedoglpmation declaring
Saturday, April 24, 2010 as Armenian Genocide Rebrante Day in Bergen County.

“The Armenian Genocide was met then and now withad¢ors and apologists,” said McNerney. “Thawfsgy it is important for
those of us here today, whether we are of Armedéstent, elected officials, or supporters of hunigints, to show our solidarity
and to ensure that future generations are awateqfast as they work toward a brighter future.”

Despite the occurrence of these tragic eventstanéact that many refuse to acknowledge the mdigsgs and deportations as
"genocide," the will and the courage of the Armarp&ople has proven unyielding and everlasting twe, making their nation
founded on the principles of freedom and democraegn stronger and their resolve inspirational.

The 95th Anniversary Commemoration of the Armer@amnocide was organized by the Bergen County Chapfdahe Knights
and Daughters of Vartan Bakradouny Lodge #38, afth§anoush Chapter #24.

From Left to Right: John Lawrence Shahdanian, Dr. Dennis Papazialendéuzounian, Bergen County Executive Dennis
McNerney.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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The following are address where Armenian gatheringare frequently held .
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or chuches.

We will be glad to list additional addresses.

>$9

55 east 59th Street
New York, NY 10022
212-319-6383

+ I
630 Second Av.
New York, NY 10016
212-686-0710

=% + !
138 East 39th Street,
New York, NY 10016
212-689-7810

= I
140 Forest Avenue,
Paramus, NJ 07652
201-265-8585

12-61 Saddle River Rd,
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
201-791-2862

# - !
461 Bergen Blvd,
Ridgefield, NJ 07657
201-943-2950

% ! !
318 27th Street,
Union City, NJ 07087
201-864-2480

%
817 River Road
New Milford, NJ
201-967-594

, ' % ! 1%
167 North Sixth Street,
Brooklyn, New York 11201
718-388-4218

Rte 9W-E Clinton Av.
Tenafly, NJ 07670
201-567-5446

& !
200 W. Mt. Pleasant Av.,
Livingston, NJ 07039
973-533-9794

% !
38-65 234 Street
Douglaston, NY 11363
718-224-2275



. As we begin our 31st year of ser-

@)9'A 23& vice we pledge to improve:
6B77(0B77 Weekly Radio Program
Weekly e-Newsletter
Regular YouTube Broadcasts
“With the community and for the community”

Advertise your business in our newsletter
Or
Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in
memory of a loved one

Some people deliver speeches Help us defrayrfg\?vglzftte?.f publishing this

Some people deliver promises For more information contact:
The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ VartanAbdo@optonline.net

deliversservices

You want your activities covered in this newsleter

Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-
about the activity. We will do the rest.
Send your information to:
MarilynTemiz@gmail.com
VartanAbdo@optonline.net



