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Parev, 
April 24th has come and gone. Those of us who were at the St. Vartan 
Armenian Cathedral Complex in New York City on April 25, 2010, fol-
lowed the speeches, the prayers, and the communal spirit that was so 
spiritually uplifting, replenishing our hearts and souls with new stores of 
energy to greet the work that lies ahead. The message was clear; we will 
not rest until justice prevails. 
 
Now we enter a ‘new year’ with greater focus, unity, and dedication to 
our nation’s spirit. After April 24th, on which day we as a nation carried 
out our responsibility towards our fore fathers who were “crucified”, we 
move forward with passionate hearts to rededicate ourselves to the cause 
of continuing and strengthening Armenia and Armenian Diaspora. As 
human beings, we cannot escape the passing of time. Rather we look to-
ward our future, welcoming it, while the memories of the past reinforce 
us in our lives missions. 
 
There are many people who contributed to this newsletter, with the pho-
tographs, articles and also unique videos. We thank them for their spirit 
of sharing and giving. 
 
The selection of videos we have compiled are unique indeed. We have 
worked hard to bring the spirit of 95th Commemoration of The Armenian 
Genocide to you.  Enjoy! 
 

 Armenia 
By Rouben Mamoulian 

 
On this wide earth there is one spot of ground 
 All men should cherish as their native land, 

For it was there that paradise was found, 
The Bible says, by the Almighty’s hand. 

 
And it was there that God created man 

In His own image- Adam, earthly father 
Of all of us; white black or tan, 

All born of Eve, our common primal mother 
 

In that same land did Noah’s ark alight 
On Ararat, the mount that topped the waters; 

And there the dove achieved her fruitful flight, 
And man survived in Noah’s sons and daughters. 

 
That blessed ground, those fateful mountain slopes, 
Where God once walked, where mortal life began, 
Where Adam cried, and Noah worked his hopes, 

Is called Armenia, native land of man. 

In This Issue: 
 
95th Anniversary Com-
memoration of  
The Armenian Genocide 
 
Ambassador Henry 
Morgenthau, Sr., Honored 
by Armenians at  
Museum of Jewish  
Heritage 
 
 
 
Check You Tube videos on 
our website. 
 
Check Archived Radio 
Broadcasts of the speeches 
delivered on April 25, 2010 
 
 

This issue is dedicated to the 
members of the Knights and 

Daughters of Vartan for their ex-
emplary leadership. There work 
within the community is com-

mended! 

Vartskernit Gadar 



Our Banners Convey Our  
Message 

Clearer Than Ever Before! 



 
Check our website and You Tube 

page for more on the  
95th Commemoration of The  

Armenian Genocide 



 

Guest Speakers 
from the  

Commemoration 





 Harut Sassounian http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V21TEt00OLI 

Sen. Charles Schumer http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rbQGE0BMzs 

Sen. Robert Menendez http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FC-KxFIgA4 

Cong. Frank Pallone http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oebMn_0dSUk 

Cong. Robert Wiener http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjLIB7sc_QE 

Cong. Carolyn Maloney http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cuw9ERFz_WM 

John Liu, NYC Controller http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ow4lRBsrKTw 

Galen Kirkland, Governor of New York rep. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8k4Y9KINA48 

Curtis Sliwa http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_l_TqzjnMk 

Curtis Sliwa part 2 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MhQHfBOz6k 

Mark Giragos Esq. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_cgu10852k 

Ani Chaglasian - ANCA http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FU0lkFdRQY 

Hilda Haroutunian -ADL http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivdFMPIiI5k 

Dikran Nalbandian –Armenian Council of America http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_bRnMYcXNA 

Natalie Gabrelian -ABGU http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJ5eb9VhWT0 

Van Krikorian Esq. – Arm.  Assembly of America http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iY5Kgh21ETg 

Haig Deranian – Grand Commander KoV http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4X-e6opWLo 

Melene Ouzounian- Grand matron DoV http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVIiyXdJH7I 

Shakeh Kadehjian http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5J-5OpLkAU 

Nanor Haroutunian –American National Anthem http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1A71FRxWLA 

Ani Djerdjerian- Armenian National Anthem http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_P8duP-9Jg 

Hayrenikis Hed Concert Diocese April 23, 2010 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJEd23Nbxaw 

The following You Tube videos are posted on our web site of easy access—enjoy! 

www.ArmenianRadioNJ.com 



St. Vartan Cathedral Complex 
Kavookjian Auditorium 

95th Commemoration of The Armenian Genocide 
April 25th 2010 

 

 



Hundreds of eager Armenians from all over the East Coast and California crowded into Kavookjian Hall in New York on a drizzly 
Sunday afternoon, April 25, to observe the 95th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.  Intermittent rain compelled the organizers to 
forgo the traditional venue of Times Square in Mid-Manhattan and move to "Times Square on 2nd Avenue" for the exciting and well-
attended event. 
Attendees crowded the standing-room-only hall, spilled into the vestibule, stood on the marble stair case and filled the upstairs 
lobby.  People came on hired buses from as far away as Boston and Philadelphia and from all the Armenian churches in the New 
York-New Jersey metropolitan area.   

A large contingent flew in from California to support the now famous event.  Especially prominent was the presence of a vast multi-
tude of enthusiastic Armenian youths from various schools and colleges on the East Coast, some of whom held large placards de-
manding recognition, affirmation, and restitution. 
The event was once more supported by all the major Armenian-American organizations in the United States as well as by all Arme-
nian churches of New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and their pastors, many of whom were present and introduced as 
a group. 



95th Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide 
April 24 2010 

Yerevan, Armenia 

 
We always remember! 



 
We Stand up proudly to remember 

those who have fallen! 

 

The  
message was 

clear; we 
will not rest 
until justice 

prevails. 



 



 

Always We Remember April 24th 1915. 



On Friday night April 23rd a concert  of remembrance “Requiem and Resurrection” was held at the St. Vartan 
Armenian Cathedral, New York City in commemoration of the 95th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide 
The Merlin Virtuosi—Sami Merdinian, violin, John Richards, viola, Harumi Rhodes, violin, Ani Kalayjian, 
cello— performed a selections of the works of Komitas. 
Karine Poghosyan, pianist, performed Garun a by Komitas and a powerful piece by Aram Khachaturian Piano 
Sonata (1961). Ms. Poghosyan received a much deserved standing ovation. A native of Yerevan, Poghosyan is 
a graduate of the Manhattan School of Music and her doctoral thesis was on Aram Khachaturian for Piano. 
The St. Vartan cathedral Choir, directed by Maestro Khoren Mekanejian,  presented a selection of songs in 
praise of the resurrected nation.  
Following the program, His Excellency Garen Nazarian addressed all present and spoke about the current de-
velopments in Armenia. stressing that the president of Armenia called off all negotiations with Turkey. He 
blamed Turkey for setting  preconditions and linking the Armeno-Turkish relations to the status of Karabagh. 
Archbishop Kajag Barsamian, Primate, addressed the faithful reminding them of the many beautiful develop-
ments in the Armenian world, the reality of Free and Independent Armenia and the work that lies ahead. 
The concert followed by a reception at the Kavookjian Auditorium.  
The evening was made possible through the generosity of the Edward and Grace Alexanian Fund. 

Maestro Khoren Mekanejian with Karine Poghosyan 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian with Ani Kalayjian  
and Harumi Rhodes 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Kalayjian with Harumi Rhodes,  
John Richards, and Ani Kalayjian 

‘Requiem & Resurrection’ a Concert of Remembrance 



For the first time in history, the Armenian Genocide was  

commemorated in Istanbul Turkey. 

For most Turks the very idea would be unthinkable, but on April 24, 2010 around 200 Turkish intellectuals, 
human rights campaigners and artists commemorated the 1915 mass killing of Armenians by Ottoman Turks, 
in Istanbul’s Taksin Square 

The gathering in Istanbul was the first of its kind in Turkey and activists held photos of victims and laid flow-
ers in their honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From a variety of sources we read: 

Turkish intellectuals gathered in Taksim square with pictures of the April 24 victims (one can tell Sia-
manto, Zohrab, Varoujan...) and red carnations in their hands. They held an impromptu memorial and 
placed the carnations. Then they marched along the Istiklal Avenue to Galatasaray. During their march, 
some nationalist elements with flags tried to disrupt the march, however Turkish police stopped and dis-
persed these groups. 

  
Earlier in the day a similar commemoration took place at Haydarpasha Train Station (where the 220 Arme-
nians deportees, in 1915, started their journey to their deportation locations) by the Human Right Associa-
tion. There were also some counter-demonstrators there...  
The Department of the Istanbul Human Rights Association (IHD) has organized a memorial for the raid on 
220 members of the Armenian intellectual elite on April 24th, 1915, the beginning of the massacres that 
lasted more than two years. 
They gathered at the Haydarpasa station in Istanbul, the place where the first deportations took place. Ac-
companied by police and media the protesters showed photographs of prisoners under the slogan "Never 
Again".  



Ambassador Henry Morgenthau, Sr., Honored by Armenians at  
Museum of Jewish Heritage 

 
The Museum of Jewish Heritage, located on the tip of Manhattan in Battery Park, on the shores of Ellis and 
Liberty Islands, served as the setting for the honoring of Ambassador Henry Morgenthau, Sr. and his family, 
including  Robert M. Morgenthau, Chairman of the Museum, by Armenian Genocide survivors and the 
Knights and Daughters of Vartan on Wednesday afternoon, April 21. 
 
Four Armenian Genocide survivors, residents of the Armenian Home in Flushing, NY, met Mr. Robert 
Morgenthau in front of the museum’s special exhibition which chronicles Mr. Morgenthau’s grandfather’s, the 
US Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire Henry Morgenthau, Sr., 1915-1916, tireless efforts to stop what the 
Ambassador termed "the murder of a nation" in his autobiography, an expression tantamount to "genocide," a 
word not invented until 1944 by Raphael Lemkin who was reflecting on the attempted extermination of the 
Armenians. 
 
Dr. Mary Papazian, Senior Vice-President and Provost of Lehman College, City University of New York, 
made opening remarks on behalf of Armenians worldwide and said that the survivors and Mr. Morgenthau 
have come together “in a special way, joining the present and the past, in an affirmation of the tragedy which 
befell the Armenians and Ambassador Morgenthau's efforts to ameliorate their suffering." 
 
Dr. Papazian introduced each of the survivors, including Charlotte Kechejian, Oronik Eminian, Arsalo Dadir 
and Perouz Kalousdian and briefly told their stories of escaping the Armenian Genocide and eventually mak-
ing their way to the United States. She noted that Ambassador Morgenthau worked on behalf of Armenian sur-
vivors, who were mostly very young, after the Genocide by supporting the efforts of Near East Relief, author-
ized by the US Government. 
 
Speaking about Ambassador Henry Morgenthau’s efforts to advocate on behalf of the victims of the Armenian 
Genocide, Dr. Papazian noted that he became the “voice to these victims.” Ambassador Morgenthau returned 
to the United States in 1916 and published his memoir “Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story” describing the 
atrocities committed by the Young Turk dictatorship in the Ottoman Empire. 
 
Among the official documents on display is the noted 1915 telegram where the Ambassador warned the U.S. 
State Department that a “campaign of race extermination” is being carried out under the pretext of putting 
down a revolt. 
 
“The exhibition behind us celebrates the contributions of this remarkable man, a man of principal, who be-
lieved in humanity above politics,” said Dr. Papazian. 
 
“We’re here to honor the contributions your family’s made and express our deepest gratitude and thanks from 
Armenians worldwide.” 
 
Dr. Papazian and Mr. Haig Deranian, Grand Commander of the Knights of Vartan, presented Mr. Morgenthau 
with a plaque. 
 
“I’m very proud to receive this recognition for my grandfather’s role in struggling against the murder of a na-
tion,” said Mr. Morgenthau, 90.  “It was a case where criminals took over government and proceeded to exter-
minate all Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire.  Obviously, they did not succeed.” 
 
Mr. Morgenthau concluded, “Armenians have good memories.  They remember who their friends are. I thank 
you for this honor on behalf of my grandfather and my family.” 
 



 
46 Crosby Street ·  Northampton MA 01060-1804 · Tel: (413) 582 7054 · Fax: (413) 582 7057 
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Translated from the French 
by Christina Le Vernoy and Joyce Bailey 

Engrossing and powerfully told, this unforgettable novel is set 
against the backdrop of the Armenian massacres and World War I 

This novel of Armenian tragedy is an international bestseller. It was first published in 
French, and then quickly translated into German, Spanish, and Rumanian. It has sold 

over a quarter of a million copies, received rave reviews, and generated comparisons with historical novels such 
as Dr. Zhivago. 

In the summer of 1915, days after the government orders the deportation of the Armenians, journalist Vartan 
Balian, an Armenian, is imprisoned by politicians hoping to silence him. Soon, after a daring escape, he em-
barks on an odyssey across the vast empire in desperate search of his wife, Maro, and their young son Tomas, 
whose own stories we gradually learn. In the ensuing years the Balians will each confront the calamities of war 
as well as the secrets of the human heart. 

With settings ranging from the exotic opulence of a Turkish harem to the cosmopolitan 
streets of Constantinople and the blistering desolation of the Syrian desert, A Summer 
Without Dawn, is a compelling story about a family swept up in one of history’s darkest 
moments, and a moving portrait of a people’s unbreakable will to survive. 

Agop J. Hacikyan is a Canadian university professor and writer of Armenian descent. 
He has lived in Quebec since 1957. He is the author of various literary and linguistic 
works, including novels, essays, and translations. Jean-Yves Soucy is a Quebecois nov-
elist. He writes for radio and television and is the author of several novels, short story 
collections, and essays.  
 
A Summer without Dawn 
By Agop J. Hacikyan and Jean-Eves Soucy,  
translated by Christina Le Vernoy and Joyce Bailey 
Interlink Books, an imprint of Interlink Publishing Group, Inc. 
Publication date: June 2010 
World Fiction • 6” x 9” • 548 pages   
ISBN 978-1-56656-802-9 • paperback • $20.00 



Recipes & Recollections  
in Second Printing - Order Early! 

Fair Lawn, NJ 
 

  
“Order early!” declares Rita Oscherician, 
St. Leon Women’s Guild chair-
man.  “Within one month we have sold over 
550 cookbooks and a second printing is al-
ready in production.”  
  
Orders are still coming forth from New 
England, Florida, the Mid-West and Cali-
fornia.  The cookbook, which contains both 
Armenian and non-Armenian recipes, has 
traveled cross country to rave re-
views.  Within the New York/NJ/PA tristate 
area, Recipes & Recollections’ recipe notes, 
a special feature relating both personal and 
collective memories, has touched the hearts 
of those with roots in the parish.  Over 80 
years ago St. Leon was established in Pater-
son NJ, then the silk weaving hub of the tex-
tile industry.  
  
Father Diran Bohajian, parish priest, has 
accurately described the guild’s efforts, say-
ing, “This cookbook reflects the character 
of our community.”  
 
From south NJ a former parishioner wrote: 
“It is a keeper, much like the tradition of 
the "Classic Armenian Recipes" published 
by the St. John Church in Detroit some 60+ years ago. I will treasure this book, not only for its recipes 
but also for re-kindling fond memories of people I met during my 25+ years in the choir at St. Leon….I 
hope to order some additional copies of the book for some beloved nieces and a nephew in Califor-
nia.  Again, congratulations and thank you.” 
  
“In creating our cookbook, we envisioned sharing the fellowship and traditions of our parish and im-
parting our love for each other under the embrace of our church.  We remembered our deceased mem-
bers, asking families to submit their loved-ones recipes.  We certainly have realized our vision beyond 
all expectations!” Lucy Chagachbanian, Women’s Guild advisor, aptly expressed. 
  
To secure your copy which sells for $ 15.00 (add $ 5 PER BOOK for shipping and handling) phone 
Marilou Pinajian, Women's Guild treasurer at 201- 791-0621 or e-mail mpinajian@yahoo.com 
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Ridgefield, NJ 07657   
201-943-2950 
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318 27th Street,  
Union City, NJ 07087   
201-864-2480 
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817 River Road 
New Milford, NJ 
201-967-594 
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167 North Sixth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York  11201 
718-388-4218   
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Rte 9W-E Clinton Av.  
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
201-567-5446 
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200 W. Mt. Pleasant Av.,  
Livingston, NJ 07039   
973-533-9794 
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38-65  234 Street 
Douglaston, NY  11363 
718-224-2275 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 
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As we begin our 31st year of ser-
vice we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


