
 
US CONGRESS PANEL 

 
ACCUSES TURKEY  

 
OF  

 
ARMENIAN  

 
 

GENOCIDE 



 

Despite White House objections, the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee describes the kill-

ing of Armenians by Turkey in 1915 as 
GENOCIDE 

 
Turkey recalls its ambassador. 

 
The resolution was approved by 23 votes to 

22  
 

Turkey condemns "this resolution which ac-
cuses the Turkish nation of a crime it has not 

committed". 
 

The Armenian government welcomed the 
vote, calling it "an important step towards 

the prevention of crimes against humanity". 
 

In 2007, a similar resolution was shelved be-
fore a House vote after pressure from the 

George W Bush administration. 
 

During his election campaign Mr Obama 
promised to brand the mass killings genocide. 

 



unite our efforts. 
Is this our people’s 
theme for the new dec-
ade? 
Another dream turned 
into reality is the awards 
night sponsored by the 
Knights of Vartan. To 
recognize, acknowledge 
and celebrate the 
achievements and con-
tributions of fellow Ar-
menians is a cause for 
celebration. The success 
and philanthropic works 
of  Matheosian and Tou-
fayans, in our commu-
nity and in Armenia 
must be celebrated. 
Support all the many 
activities in our commu-
nity. 
 
Got to go!   

This week we received 
over 60 different e-mails 
informing us of  ‘60 
Minutes to air a seg-
ment on the Armenian 
Genocide’. This an-
nouncement, like many 
others, was  effectively 
disseminated via e-mail 
by a very vibrant, re-
sponsible , united and 
caring community. . 
There is no scientific 
way of measuring the 
unity and connectivity 
of members of our com-
munity, but it is much 
stronger than we believe 
it to be. Deep down we 
all care strongly about 
the Armenian state of 
affairs and respond in 
what ever way we can. 
That same response 
must be harnessed and 

turned to be effective to 
in other areas of our 
community and national 
life. Can this be done? 
Of course it can—if only 
we learn to rise above 
mundane issues. 
Lately, the community is 
abuzz with attempts to 
unite the Diaspora—
read Harut Sassounian’s 
article. Some will dis-
miss it as wishful think-
ing or dreams. What is 
so wrong with dream-
ing?  Dreams can be 
turned into realities if 
we only believe. It’s all 
about how much we 
really want something or 
how much we care.  We 
keep hearing the same 
message of unity echoed 
among Armenians in 
Russia—we need to 

Parev, 

We know what we have to do on April 25, 2010 TIMES SQUARE at 2:00 p.m. 

Armenian Radio Hour New Jersey 
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Let’s fill up these chairs and stand united in memory of those who 
fell in the Armenian genocide of 1915 



AWARDS TO MATHEVOSIAN and TOUFAYANS  
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M r. and Mrs. 

Toufayan have 

been active and 

long-time 

supporters of 

Armenia and 

Armenian 

organizations. 

They funded the 

Youth Center in 

Etchmiadzin and 

are the 

benefactors of St. 

Haroutun Church 

in Orlando 

Florida - named 

after Mr. 

Toufayan’s father 

- which will be 

completed in April 

2010. They are 

also the major 

benefactors of an 

upcoming 

expansion of St. 

Mary Armenian 

Church in 

Livingston, NJ. In 

addition, the 

church hall at St. 

Mary’s is named 

after Mr. 

Toufayan’s 

parents.  

Anoush Mathevosian – Anoush Mathevosian at the opening of the new 
Mathevosian School in Vanadzor, Armenia in 2002. 

Benefactors Harry and Suzanne Toufayans 



New Jersey in 1968. In 
1973, Mr. Toufayan 
moved operations from 
West New York to North 
Bergen, NJ where the 
business flourished over 
the next three decades. 
As Toufayan Bakeries 
continued to expand, Mr. 
Toufayan once again 
moved his business to its 
current location in 
Ridgefield, NJ where his 
plant now comprises 
115,000 square feet and 
employs 250 people. Mr. 
Toufayan opened two 
more plants in Orlando, 
Florida in 1985 and 
Plant City, Florida in 
2006, which combined, 
employ over 500 people.  
Mr. Toufayan married 
his wife, Suzanne, a reg-
istered nurse at Mt. Sinai 
Hospital in NY, in 1969 
at Holy Martyrs Arme-
nian Church in Bayside, 
Queens. They have three 
children, Karen, Kristine 
and Gregory - who are 
all involved in the family 
business - and seven 
grandchildren.  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Toufayan 
have been active and 
long-time supporters of 
Armenia and Armenian 
organizations. They 
funded the Youth Center 
in Etchmiadzin and are 
the benefactors of St. 

NEW YORK, NY – The 
Mid-Atlantic Knights & 
Daughters of Vartan will 
hold their Third Annual 
Awards Dinner on Sun-
day, March 27, 2010 un-
der the auspices of His 
Eminence Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian, Pri-
mate of the Diocese of 
the Armenian Church of 
America (Eastern) at 
Kavookjian Hall in New 
York with Professor 
Dennis Papzian, Ph.D. 
serving as the Master of 
Ceremonies and the Ak-
h’tamar Dance Ensemble 
providing the evening’s 
cultural segment. 
 
The Lifetime Humanitar-
ian Benefactor Award 
will be presented to Ms. 
Anoush Mathevosian 
and Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
and Suzanne Toufayan, 
three deserving figures 
in the Armenian commu-
nity who have actively 
and continuously sup-
ported both their home-
land and the Armenian 
Diaspora in countless 
ways. 
Born in Egypt to the son 
of a baker, Mr. Tou-
fayan, immigrated to the 
US in 1963 with his par-
ents. He continued his 
family’s baking tradition 
by opening up his first 
plant in West New York, 

Haroutun Church in Or-
lando Florida - named 
after Mr. Toufayan’s fa-
ther - which will be 
completed in April 
2010. They are also the 
major benefactors of an 
upcoming expansion of 
St. Mary Armenian 
Church in Livingston, 
NJ. In addition, the 
church hall at St. Mary’s 
is named after Mr. Tou-
fayan’s parents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Toufayan have also 
been generous support-
ers of the Armenian Ra-
dio Hour of New Jersey 
program since its incep-
tion over 30 years ago.  
Ms. Anoush 
Mathevosian was born in 
Iran in 1926, the daugh-
ter of a priest, and one of 
eight children. She im-
migrated to the US for 
her college education 
and received her nursing 
license in New York. 
Ms. Mathevosian then 
graduated from 
Teacher’s College at Co-
lumbia University and 
worked as a nurse for 16 
years. 
 
In the 1960s, Ms. 
Mathevosian started a 
successful real estate 
business with her sister. 
Over the years, she has 
supported Armenia in 
many ways.  

Knights & Daughters of Vartan To Honor 
Mathevosian, Toufayans  
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In the 1960s, Ms. 
Mathevosian started a 
successful real estate 
business with her 
sister. Over the years, 
she has supported 
Armenia in many 
ways. In 1997, she 
funded Camp 
Siranoush in 
Yeghegnadzor...In 
2002….she built the 
Mathevosian School in 
Vanadzor, Armenia. 
...started the 
Mathevosian 
Scholarship, in 
conjunction with the 
Fund for Armenian 
Relief... She has been 
a supporter of the 
Armenian-American 
Cultural 
Association ...America
n Wellness Center... 
She has also been a 
trustee of the 
Armenian Assembly of 
America and Board 
Member of the 
Armenian National 
Institute, and a 
longtime supporter of 
the Fund for 
Armenian Relief.  
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Tune in Sunday 
 2:00 p.m.—4:00 

p.m.  
 

WSOU 89.5 FM  



 In 1997, she funded Camp Siranoush in Yeghegnadzor. The purpose was to have a campsite for children 
whose parents had died in the Karapagh war. In 2002, Ms. Mathevosian built the Mathevosian School in Va-
nadzor, Armenia. She also started the Mathevosian Scholarship, in conjunction with the Fund for Armenian 
Relief, which provides scholarships to students in Armenia who want to pursue a college education. 
 
In addition, Ms. Mathevosian has been a supporter of the Armenian-American Cultural Association and its hu-
manitarian project in Armenia, the Armenian American Wellness Center. She has also been a trustee of the 
Armenian Assembly of America and Board Member of the Armenian National Institute, and a longtime sup-
porter of the Fund for Armenian Relief.  
 
Serving as Master of Ceremonies for the Awards Dinner will be Professor Dennis Papazian, Ph.D., Professor 
Emeritus and founding director of the Armenian Research Center at the University of Michigan-Dearborn. He 
was also the founding director of the Armenian Assembly of America and is an active member of the Diocese 
of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern) where he has served as a member and officer of the Diocese 
Council. 
 
Special entertainment for the evening will be provided by the Akh’tamar Dance Ensemble of St. Thomas Ar-
menian Church in Tenafly, NJ. The group, founded in 1994 by a group of parents so their children could main-
tain their Armenian heritage in the United States – now consists of over 80 young Armenian boys and girls. 
The Akh’tamar Dance Ensemble, which has performed around the country, is under the leadership of director 
and choreographer Sylva Asadourian. 
 
The 2009 Knights & Daughters of Vartan Annual Awards Dinner will be held on Sunday, March 27, 2010 at 
Kavookjian Hall, 630 Second Avenue, New York, New York. Cocktail reception is at 6:30 pm followed by pro-
gram and dinner at 7:30 pm. Business attire. For tickets please call Shake at (718)729-7265. 
 
The Knights of Vartan is an Armenian fraternal service organization established in 1916 by twelve visionary 
men to encourage its members to assume leadership roles in cultural, educational, religious, and charitable 
organizations and activities on the local, national and international level for the betterment of the Armenian 
nation worldwide.  

 
The Daughters of Vartan is an Armenian Sisterhood associated with the Knights of Vartan. It was organized in 
1933, seventeen years after the founding of the Knights of Vartan.  

Question 
 

What was your response to the 60 minutes documentary? 
 

A)Very Good   B) Good   C) Not Good  D) Very Bad  E) No comment 
 
 

Please e-mail your response to : ArmenianRadioNJ@gmail.com 
We will have the results in our next issue. 



Shant Mardirossian and 
Michael Bobelian, will be 
the guests of the Arme-
nian Radio Hour of NJ 
on March 21, 2010. 
“These are two very fine 
and extremely eloquent 
gentlemen who have 
been our guest in the 
past and it has been a 
pleasure to listen to their 
points of views on topics 
of interest to our com-
munity and nation.” said 
Vartan Abdo, director of 
ARHNJ. “To have Shant 
and Michael together as 
our guests is something 
we are looking forward 
to and we are confident 
that we will have a very 
special thought-
provoking program on 
March 21.” 

Shant Mardirossian is the 
Chairman of the Near 
East Foundation, the suc-
cessor to the Near East 
Relief, which was founded 
in 1915 to provide hu-
manitarian  
assistance to Armenian 
refugees during the after-
math of the Armenian 
genocide.  During the pe-
riod of 1915-1930, the 
Near East Relief raised an 
unprecedented $117 mil-
lion and helped save the 
lives of a million Arme-
nian, Greek, Assyrian and 
other refugees, including 
132,000 orphans.  Today 
the Near East Foundation 
continues its development 
work in seven countries of 
the Middle East and Af-
rica.  NEF recently re-
turned to Armenia where 
it established a program 
focused on micro-
economic development in 
rural Armenian vil-
lages.      
In his professional life, 
Shant is a Partner and the 
Chief Financial Officer at 
Kohlberg & Co., a middle-
market private equity 
firm.   
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Mr Michael Bobelian is a 
graduate of the Columbia 
Graduate School of Jour-
nalism, is a lawyer, jour-
nalist, 
and grandson of Geno-
cide 
survivors. His work has 
appeared in Forbes.com, 
American Lawyer, 
and Legal Affairs maga-
zine and has been fea-
tured on NPR’s Leonard 
Lopate show. He resides 
in New York City with his 
wife and his daughter. 

 
*** 

A variety of topics, of Ar-
menian interest, will be 
discussed and incoming 
calls will be taken. 

 

Our weekly newsletters and  
radio programs are archived at  
www.ArmenianRadioNJ.com  



Winter Olympics,  Armenian  Athletes and  
Armenians of  Vancouver 

 
On Sunday March 7 the Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey 
will conduct a live phone interview with Mr. Armen Vanayan, 
of Vancouver, and discuss highlights of the Winter Olympics. 
Mr. Vanayan will discuss the warm reception the Armenian 
delegation received from Armenians in the local area. We will 
hear details of a reception that was held, in honor of the first 
Armenian winter Olympians Kristina Khachatriyn, Ani-
Matilda Serebrakyan, Sergei Mikaelyan and Arsène Nersisyan 
at St. Vartan Armenian Church in Vancouver. 
“I am sure Mr. Vanayan will bring up the results of the hockey 
that saved 30 million Canadians from emotional breakdown.” 
Said Vartan Abdo. 

 

There is no sign of a let-up in Turkey’s crackdown 
on alleged coup plotters, with reports that more 
military officers have been arrested. 
  
(Euronews): High ranking military officers were taken to court 
in connection with claims the secular armed forces tried to 
bring down the government. 
  
Tensions between the military and the ruling Islamist-rooted 
AK Party have risen since dozens of members of the military 
were detained recently. 
  
Declaring that “no one is above the law”, Turkish Prime Min-
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan warned that conspirators would 
face justice. 
  
In a bid to calm the situation, he and Turkish President Abdul-
lah Gul met the head of the military, General Ilker Basbug, in 
talks that were said to have gone “very well.” But press cover-
age of the crisis meeting was not to the premier’s liking. 
  
“I want to call the bosses of these newspapers,” he told party 
colleagues, blaming the media for sparking alarm among in-
vestors on Turkish markets. 
“Nobody has a right to increase tension in this country. I can-
not let such articles upset financial balances.” 
   
Despite Turkey’s history of military coups, most people be-
lieve the generals would not dare challenge the popular AK 
Party. The government firmly rejects critics’ claims that it har-
bors a hidden Islamist agenda. 
 
 

ARMENIAN SOLDIER HAS BEEN 
KILLED 

 
 

On the border lines of Tavush region of Armenia, a 
regular breach of ceasefire by Azerbaijan was re-
corded as a result of which a soldier of the Armenian 
Armed Forced, Sergeant Sargis Voskanyan born in 
1981was killed.  

 
RUSSIAN PATRIARCH KIRILL I TO 
PAY OFFICIAL VISIT TO ARMENIA 

 

Russian Patriarch Kirill I will pay a 2-day official 
visit to Armenia on the invitation of Catholicos of All 
Armenians, His Holiness Karekin II. The agenda of 
the visit was discussed at March 2 Supreme Spiritual 
Council meeting. The Russian Patriarch is expected 
to conclude Sergiev Posad—Etchmiadzin collabora-
tion agreement. He will also attend the 1826-1828 
Russo-Persian War and Armenian Genocide memori-
als, as well as Armenian Genocide Museum Institute. 
He is scheduled to hold a meeting with Armenia's 
Russian Community 
representatives and to participate in YSU-hosted 
presentation of his own books in Armenian transla-
tion and to attend the foundation laying 
ceremony of Russian Orthodox Church in Yerevan. 
A meeting with president Serzh Sargsyan is also on the 
agenda. 
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On Saturday March 27, 2010 The Mid-Atlantic 
Knights and Daughters of Vartan will honor Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry and Suzanne Toufayan with a Life 
Time Humanitarian Award. The story of Harry 
Toufayan is a powerful evocation of the American 
Dream. It is the story of an Armenian immigrant 
who settled in this country and who, through hon-
est and hard work has risen to the very top of his 
business. Harry and Suzanne are the proud parents 
of three children  -Karen, Kristine and Greg– and 
seven grandchildren. Over the past decade the 
community has been enriched by their benevolent, 
patriotic and church-edifying activities. Most re-
cently a generous donation was made by Harry and 
Suzanne Toufayan, towards the construction of an 
Armenian Church in Orlando, Florida. The church 
will be named St. Haroutune Armenian Church of 
Orlando, Florida in honor and in memory of Harry 
Toufayan’s father the late Haroutune Toufayan. 

(see flyer for more details) 

Harry and Suzanne TOUFAYAN 

Mr. Haroutune Toufayan was born 
in 1900, in Yozgat, Turkey. He es-
caped his hometown during the Ar-
menian Genocide of 1915. He found 
refuge in Aleppo, Syria where he 
worked as a welder for a number of 
years. He then moved and settled in 
Cairo, Egypt. In 1926 he founded the 
Toufayan bakery/Grocery. He mar-
ried in 1942 to Siranoush Keshishian. 
They were blessed with four chil-
dren—Krikor, Armine, Hratch and 
Maro. 
Mr. Toufayan passed away in 1995 
He was quiet man, a good hearted 
man, a good Armenian who was 
proud of his Armenianness.  
What he founded in Egypt in 1926 
has grown to today’s Toufayan Bak-
eries. 

 Haroutune Toufayan  
1900-1995 

 
Our weekly newsletters and  

radio programs are archived at  
www.ArmenianRadioNJ.com  



 

CONGRESS URGED NOT TO ACT ON  
ARMENIAN RESOLUTION 

 
 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The Obama administration is urging Congress to hold off on a resolution declaring 
that the Ottoman-era killing of Armenians was genocide. The House Foreign Affairs Committee scheduled a 
vote on the resolution for Thursday, and appeared likely to endorse it. But White House spokesman Mike 
Hammer says on Wednesday Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton spoke with Committee Chairman 
Howard Berman and indicated the vote would jeopardize reconciliation talks between Turkey and Armenia. 
The move breaks a campaign promise by President Barack Obama to brand the killings genocide. Turkey is a 
NATO ally important to U.S. interests in the Middle East and Afghanistan. Turkish officials have warned that 
the resolution could jeopardize U.S-Turkish cooperation and set back negotiations aimed at opening the border 
between Turkey and Armenia. 



TURKISH DELE-
GATION TO AR-
RIVE IN THE US 
TO PREVENT AR-
MENIAN GENO-
CIDE RESOLU-
TION APPROVAL 
 

A Turkish delegation 
chaired by the Chairman 
of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of Turkey's 
Grand National Assem-
bly Murat Mercan is to 
travel to the US to pre-
vent the adoption of the 
Armenian Genocide 
Resolution by the US 
House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs March 4, 
Turkish Sabah reported. 
According to Turkish 
Sabah, Turkish delega-
tion has planned a num-
ber of meetings with the 
US authorities. The 

Turkish party is intent to 
warn that the approval of 
the above mentioned 
Resolution will greatly 
harm the US-Turkish 
relations. 
The US House Foreign 
Affairs Committee 
Chairman, Howard Ber-
man (D-CA), a leading 
Congressional supporter 
of human rights has 
scheduled a vote of his 
panel on the Armenian 
Genocide Resolution, 
H.Res. 252, for March 4. 
H.Res.252, introduced in 
March of 2009 by lead 
sponsors Adam Schiff 
and George Radanovich 
(R-CA), and Congres-
sional Armenian Caucus 
Co-chairs Frank Pallone 
(D-NJ) and Mark Kirk 
(R-IL), currently has 
over 135 cosponsors. 
 

DO YOUR 
SHARE... 

 
IT WILL TAKE 

YOU LESS THAN 
60 SECONDS TO 

ASK YOUR  
REPRESENTA-
TIVE TO SUP-

PORT PASSAGE 
OF THE ARME-

NIAN 
GENOCIDE 

RESOLUTION (H. 
Res. 252)  

 

95th 
Anniversary 
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...Aides to senior 
lawmakers on the 
House Foreign 
Affairs 
Committee claim 
that there has 
been no White 
House pressure 
against the 
Armenian 
resolution so far 
this year... 

ARMENIA WELCOMES REOPENING OF KEY BORDER 
CROSSING ON RUSSIAN-GEORGIA BORDER 

 
YEREVAN, March 2, /ARKA/. Armenia welcomed Monday the reopening of a 
key border crossing on Russian-Georgia border that had been used by Armenian 
businessmen as the only overland conduits to the outside world. The Upper Lars 
border crossing was closed by Moscow in June 2006 for repair. The crossing is 
effectively the only land crossing between Russia and Georgia, the others running 
through Abkhazia and South Ossetia. The move hit hard Armenian exporters of 
agricultural produce and other goods. Speaking at a news conference Monday, Ar-
sen Ghazarian, chairman of the Union of Armenian Industrialists and Entrepre-
neurs, said the open border check point will cut transportation expenses by 20-
25% or $1,000-$1,500 for taking a truck of goods in both directions. After the 
crossing was shut down in 2006 Armenian exporters and importers had to use fer-
ryboat routes across the Black Sea. The ferryboat makes one trip a week between 
Georgian port of Poti and a Russian port on the Black Sea. 
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On April 25 at Times Square, let us all resound “Nehrgah”  
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Matthew Krikorian 17, and Hagop Bouchakjian, 18, are two young volunteers 
of the Armenian Radio Hour of NJ who have served the community through 
the radio for the past two years. Their knowledge of various aspects of the 
weekly program is evident each and every Sunday. “ We depend on our volun-
teers. Hagop and Matthew have done an excellent job behind the scenes. 
Lately they have demonstrated maturity and responsibility, which I commend 
them for. I am confident that they can be entrusted with the entire program. I 
am proud of all the volunteers. We keep looking for talented young Armenians 
with knowledge of computers and good writing skills to join our team. Besides 
the weekly radio program, we bring the weekly newsletter and videos. To con-
tinue our work we need talented volunteers.” said Vartan Abdo, director of the 
Armenian radio Hour of NJ. 
Matthew Krikorian is a junior in high school who recently started driving. He 
wants to go into the business world, possibly marketing. Matthew can sell ice 
cream in Alaska.  
Hagop is a senior in high school whose passion is engineering. Hagop intro-
duced You Tube projects into the radio family. He will be on his way to col-
lege next year. 
We wish our finest volunteers success in their future endeavors. 

          Matthew Krikorian                            Hagop Bouchakjian 



Michael Bobelian, author, The Children of Armenia, presented and signed his books at 
St. Mary Armenian Church, Livingston, NJ on February 28, 2010. Over 70 people at-
tended the presentation and participated in the Q &A session. Among the many questions 
discussed was a question about the difficulties Armenian have in uniting into an effective 
body. “Italians come from Italy; Germans come from Germany: French come from 
France, but we Armenians come from all over the world—Lebanon, Turkey, Iran, Arme-
nia.” To work with Armenians with such diverse backgrounds may not always be easy. 
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“the State Department and 
the Bush administration 
are just flat-out wrong in 
their refusal to recognize 
the Armenian Genocide. It 
is well past time for Ameri-
can diplomacy to drop the 
euphemisms, the wink-
wink, nod-nod brand of 
foreign policy that over-
looks heinous atrocities 
committed around the 
world. If there is any sin-
cerity behind the Bush ad-
ministration’s rhetoric 
about ‘liberty on the 
march’ – if ‘never again’ is 
to be more than a bumper 
sticker slogan – then 
American diplomacy 
should consist of nothing 
less than unvarnished hon-
esty with our friends and 
enemies alike. And we must 
call genocide by its name.” 
 
“I believe that the United 
States, Armenia, and all 
who are committed to hu-
man rights should support 
an ambassador to Armenia 
who recognizes the geno-
cide that took place there 
more than 90 years ago.” 

 
Sen. Robert Menendez 

 



 By Harut Sassounian 
 
Armenians are great be-
lievers in national unity. 
Actually, they are ob-
sessed with it. 
  
Yet, despite all the talk 
about unifying the Ar-
menian people, writing 
fiery poems and singing 
patriotic songs about the 
benefits of unity, this 
most cherished dream 
remains elusive. Exam-
ples of failed attempts at 
unity are aplenty. Even 
in perilous times, Arme-
nians have remained at 
odds and marched to the 
beat of different drum-
mers. 
 However, as growing 
numbers of Armenians 
have come to realize that 
unity is critical for their 
national survival, they 
have managed in recent 
years to register modest 
successes in coalition 
building. Both the 
worldwide Hayastan All 
Armenian Fund and the 
U.S.-based United Ar-
menian Fund consist of 
coalitions of major com-
munity organizations 
that carry out humanitar-
ian work in Armenia and 
Artsakh (Karabagh). 
 Ironically, as the propo-
nents of unity have pro-
liferated, so have the 
schemes to unify Arme-

nians, leading to poten-
tial new divisions on 
how to achieve unifica-
tion! There are now sev-
eral such initiatives in 
different parts of the 
world, ranging from 
bringing all Armenian 
organizations under a 
single umbrella, to 
groupings of Armenian 
professionals, compatri-
otic societies and West-
ern Armenians. In a re-
cent column, the mere 
reference to the need for 
a Diaspora-wide organ-
izational structure gener-
ated an overwhelmingly 
positive response. 
 While all of the forego-
ing unity schemes merit 
serious consideration, 
and their advocates may 
end up joining hands, I 
wish to present some 
preliminary ideas which 
are the result of several 
years of reflection and 
serious discussions with 
respected individuals 
and community leaders 
in different countries. 
 My proposed scheme 
involves the establish-
ment of a unity frame-
work representing Ar-
menians throughout the 
Diaspora, excluding 
those living in the Re-
publics of Armenia and 
Artsakh who are already 
represented by their re-
spective governments. 

The estimated seven mil-
lion Diasporans would 
be entitled to elect one 
representative for every 
20,000 Armenians living 
in a particular electoral 
district. Candidates 
meeting certain pre-
established qualifica-
tions can nominate 
themselves to represent 
the 20,000 Armenians in 
their district. Voters 
have to be at least 18 
years old, be of Arme-
nian origin, and have a 
verifiable electronic or 
mailing address in their 
electoral district. Arme-
nians meeting these cri-
teria can participate in 
the election, regardless 
of their citizenship, 
country of origin, reli-
gious or political affilia-
tion. The election would 
be organized on the ba-
sis of the democratic 
principle of "one man, 
one vote!"In countries 
with a large Armenian 
population, several can-
didates would be elected 
to represent each group 
of 20,000 residents. 
While in sparsely Arme-
nian-populated regions 
of the world, where 
20,000 Armenians may 
be spread across several 
countries, one elected 
individual would repre-
sent the Armenian resi-
dents of those countries. 

Proposal to Create a Framework Uniting 
Diaspora Armenians 
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Initially, there may be a 
low turn-out of voters. 
However, as the new 
structure gains strength 
and legitimacy, it will 
attract a greater number 
of participants. Elections 
do not have to be carried 
out simultaneously 
throughout the Diaspora. 
They could be held ini-
tially in one region to 
test the feasibility of the 
electoral procedures. In 
this regard, I wish to 
welcome the recent deci-
sion by French-
Armenian community 
leaders to hold nation-
wide elections in France 
next year to select their 
representatives. It is im-
portant to note that only 
those elected by the pub-
lic-at-large can truly 
state that they represent 
the Armenians residing 
in their district, while 
other community leaders 
can only claim to repre-
sent the members of 
their own organization! 
Consequently, the col-
lective body of 350 rep-
resentatives from all the 
electoral districts 
throughout the Diaspora 
can officially claim to 
represent Armenians 
worldwide, outside of 
Armenia and Artsakh. 
 This collective body 
will have an elected 
chairperson or Speaker, 
committees and subcom-

mittees dealing with cul-
ture, language, religion, 
education, foreign af-
fairs, rights of Armenian 
minorities, relations with 
Armenia and Artsakh, 
Genocide recognition, 
demands for redress 
from Turkey, and finan-
cial matters. 
 This 350-member body 
shall meet periodically 
and make decisions on 
the basis of majority 
vote. On certain critical 
issues, the body could 
adopt decisions by a two
-thirds majority. Its deci-
sions would reflect the 
views of the entire Dias-
pora, not just a particular 
organization. The exist-
ing Armenian organiza-
tions will continue to 
function with no hin-
drance or competition 
from this new transna-
tional entity. In fact, the 
community organiza-
tions could expand their 
reach and increase their 
clout by lobbying the 
elected representatives 
of this new collective 
body to adopt their re-
spective agendas. Since 
today’s Diaspora leaders 
are prominent members 
of their communities, it 
would not be surprising 
to see many of them 
elected to this new entity 
by popular vote. A key 
advantage of the new 
structure is the likeli-

hood of its recognition 
by the United Nations 
and other regional and 
international organiza-
tions as a non-
governmental organiza-
tion (NGO) with the 
right to represent and 
speak on behalf of Dias-
pora Armenians. 
 The representatives of 
the new entity in a par-
ticular city or country 
can also interact with 
local authorities on be-
half of all Armenians 
residing in that region. 
For example, the recent 
dispute among Armenian
-Americans about which 
group should represent 
the community in a 
meeting with Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton 
could have been easily 
avoided if the proposed 
transnational body were 
in existence. Further-
more, Armenian govern-
ment officials as well as 
foreign leaders would 
know whom to call when 
they need to contact the 
elected representatives 
of the Diaspora. 
 The representatives of 
this new structure could 
also endorse candidates 
in local or national elec-
tions in different coun-
tries. This role becomes 
crucial in key elections 
or when multiple Arme-
nian candidates run for 
the same office and split  

Uniting Diaspora Armenians 
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the Armenian vote, re-
sulting in the defeat of 
all Armenian candidates. 
Those endorsed by this 
body would likely enjoy 
the support of the major-
ity of local voters. 
 Before attempting to 
implement such an am-
bitious initiative, several 
important steps need to 
be undertaken: 
 

 
1) A team of researchers 
would need to study 
similar schemes created 
by Israel, Greece, Leba-
non, Italy, and other 
countries to benefit from 
their experience. Such a 
study could be carried 
out by the USC Institute 
of Armenian Studies 
which would then for-
mulate the best mecha-
nisms to conduct elec-
tions worldwide, includ-
ing estimating the num-
ber of voters in each 
country, qualifications 
of voters and candidates, 

and measures to prevent 
voter fraud. The Institute 
could also propose sig-
nificant details about the 
structure and function of 
the collective body 
(meeting procedures, 
committees and subcom-
mittees, recall proce-
dures, term limits, elect-
ing chairs and vice 
chairs). 
  
2) Before any public an-
nouncement is made 
about the establishment 
of the unity framework, 
the organizing commit-
tee should contact the 
leaders of influential Di-
aspora organizations to 
acquaint them with the 
new initiative and wel-
come their suggestions 
and support. 
  
3) The organizing com-
mittee should also brief 
government officials in 
Armenia and Artsakh 
about the objectives of 
the planned organiza-

tion, and secure their 
tacit support without 
their actual involvement. 
After the newly-elected 
body becomes func-
tional, its authorized rep-
resentatives would inter-
act with officials of both 
Armenia and Artsakh on 
a regular basis. It is criti-
cal to maintain the inde-
pendence of the Dias-
pora-wide body, in order 
to shield Armenian offi-
cials from pressure by 
foreign powers to influ-
ence the decision-
making of the new en-
tity. 
  
Once established, this 
transnational organiza-
tion would create for the 
first time a representa-
tive body in the Dias-
pora with political and 
economic clout capable 
of promoting Armenian 
interests, preserving cul-
tural values and defend-
ing Armenian rights 
worldwide. 

Uniting Diaspora Armenians 
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Once 
established, this 
transnational 
organization 
would create for 
the first time a 
representative 
body in the 
Diaspora with 
political and 
economic clout 
capable of 
promoting 
Armenian 
interests, 
preserving 
cultural values 
and defending 
Armenian rights 
worldwide. 

“Steam generated by 
boiling water in a 
kettle only rattles the 
lid….If properly 
harnessed that same 
steam is powerful 
enough to propel a 
large engine and to 
move passengers 
and goods” 

unknown 



Want to write for the  
Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey  

newsletter? 
 
 
 

We are looking for people interested in writ-
ing and sharing stories about the  

Armenian community that would be featured 
our weekly newsletter. 

 
 
 

No experience necessary.   
 
 
 

Contact  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 

 if you are interested in this opportunity. 



The new look of our web page. 
We are trying to make it easier for you to 
retrieve information and watch videos. 

 
Your suggestions to help us improve is  

Appreciated! 

 Www.ArmenianRadioNJ.com 
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The Armenian Revolutionary Federation 
NY and NJ Committees 

  
Present 

  

Armeno-Turkish Relations: 

Pitfalls and Possibilities 
  

A public forum 
  

Featuring 
  

John Evans 
Former US Ambassador to Armenia 

  
Ken Hachikian 

Chairman, ANCA 
  

Richard Hovannisian 
AEF Chair in Modern Armenian History, UCLA 

  
Dennis Papazian 

Emeritus Professor of History, University of Michigan-Dearborn 
  
  

Sunday, March 7 
4:30 pm 

New York Hilton Hotel  
1335 Ave. of the Americas (at 53rd St) 

  
Admission is Free 

  
  

For more information, contact the ARF at (718) 651-1530 or (201) 945-0011 



For more information and reservations please contact  
Shake 718-729-7265 

Proceeds to benefit April 24th Commemoration at Time Square 
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Tuesday, 6 April 2010 –6:30 PM   
at 

Fordham Law School, Conference Room 

140 West 62nd Street, New York City�(Off 9th Avenue) NYC 

 

NY Premier   “The River Ran Red” a film by Dr Micha el Hagopian 

Dr Michael Hagopian, producer and writer “ The River Ran Red,” and “ Voices from  the Lake” 

Dr Michael Bobelian, author of Children of Armenia: A Forgotten Genocide and     

the Century-long Struggle for Justice 
 

Jennifer A. Uihlein, Director Hicksville 11801, Excerpts of Ukrainian Genocide 

Recipient of 2009 AASSSG Outstanding Achievement Award 

 

Dr Michael Hagopian 
Chair: Dr. Ani Kalayjian, President of AASSSG and Psychology Professor @ Fordham  

 

KRIEGER Essay Contest winners will be announced and awards given 
Hosted by: Armenian American Society for Studies on Stress & Genocide (AASSSG), Fordham Psychology Association, 

SPSSI NY, Association for Trauma Outreach & Prevention (ATOP), Fordham Psi Chi, and Meaningfulworld. 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED  
Admission: $12 donation (free with Fordham ID) 

For information contact Dr. Kalayjian E-mail: drkalayjian@gmail.com www.meaningfulworld.com, or phone: 201 941-2266 



The Center for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights 
is pleased to announce the second talk in its Spring 2010 Speaker Series 

on “Global Justice,” which will serve to launch its new 

  
***ARMENIAN GENOCIDE STUDIES PROGRAM*** 

  

"ARMENIA AND TURKEY: THE WAY 
AHEAD"  

  
JOHN EVANS 

Former U.S. Ambassador to Armenia 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

6:30-8:30 pm 

Bove Auditorium 

Engelhardt Hall 
  
John Evans was confirmed by the Senate on June 25, 2004 and was sworn in as the U.S. Ambassador to Ar-
menia on August 11, 2004.  He presented his credentials to President Kocharian on September 4, 2004, and 
served for two years in Armenia, but then departed  on September 10, 2006, in the wake of differences with the 
Administration over the issue of the Armenian Genocide. In the first part of his career, he served in Tehran 
(1972-74), in Prague (1975-78), in the Executive Secretariat and Office of the Secretary of State (1978-80), in 
Moscow (1981-83), at the U.S. Mission to NATO (1983-86), and as Deputy Director of the Soviet Desk (1986
-89). Mr. Evans went on to serve as Deputy Chief of Mission in Prague (1991-94), as Consul General in St. 
Petersburg (1994-97), and as leader of the OSCE Mission to Moldova (1997-99). On his return to Washington 
in 1999, Mr. Evans assumed direction of the State Department’s Office of Analysis for Russia and Eurasia, 
winning a Meritorious Honor Award and the CIA Director’s Exceptional Performance Award. From May 2002 
until his appointment to Yerevan, he directed the Office of Russian Affairs.  

  
This event is co-sponsored by the Armenian Studies Program 

Ambassador John Evans Lecture 
March 25 at Rutgers-Newark  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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The following are address where Armenian gatherings are frequently held .  
This is not a list of Armenian organizations or churches. 

We will be glad to list additional addresses. 



 
Forward this e-mail to your friends  

OR  
mail us their e-mails and we will be glad to add their 

names to our mailing list. 

  

Some people deliver speeches 
Some people deliver promises 

The Armenian Radio Hour of NJ  
delivers services  

 
You want your activities covered in this newsletter? 

 
Simply send us a couple photos and a short write-up 

about the activity. We will do the rest. 
Send your information to: 

MarilynTemiz@gmail.com 
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 
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As we begin our 31st year of ser-
vice we pledge to improve: 

Weekly Radio Program 
Weekly e-Newsletter 

Regular YouTube Broadcasts 
“With the community and for the community” 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 
Or 

Sponsor a page in honor of a friend or in 
memory of a loved one 

Help us defray the cost of publishing this 
newsletter. 

For more information contact:  
VartanAbdo@optonline.net 


